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Despite nude photo, 
Fil-Am star gets 
Disney Co. support << 
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Gov't moves sale 
of SMC, Meralco 
stakes to 2008 


Apec steel fences 
rented from Bayani? 
By Juliet. 
Labog-Javellana 


SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA 
(Via PLDT)—The 

fences looked strangely 
familiar, except for the BALANCED 
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Ateneo Eagles nip 
La Salle Archers 
in the nick of time 
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see special section. 


cited at Venice festival 
By Ruben V. Nepales 
LÀ Correspondent. 
LAV DIAZ'S NINE-HOUR "KAGADANAN SA 
Banwaan ning mga Engkanto (Death in the 
Land of Encantos)" won the Golden Lion 
Special Mention award in the Horizons 
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Apec leaders 
push global 

trade talks to 
final phase 


SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA—PACIFIC RIM 
leaders yesterday pledged their polit 
cal will and flexibility to bring faltering 
global trade talks into their final phase 
this year, wrapping up their annual 
summit that also struck an agreement 
on tackling global warming. 

“There has never been a more ur- 
gent need to make progress” in world 
trade negotiations, accord’: wa final 
statement released by leaders of the 
21-member Asia-Pacific Economic Co- 
operation (Apec) forum, which in- 
cludes trading powers China, Japan 
and the United States. 

Negotiations in the so-called Doha 
round resumed in Geneva last week on 
the basis of two new proposals to break 
a deadlock between rich and poor na- 
tions over how much to cut barriers in 
agricultural and industrial trade. 
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RP, China to review 
broadband project 


(Orizzonti) Documentary section of the 
9-HOUR/AI 


webstezwwwlnquirer.net. 


| Cabinet to take up deal 
and recommend action 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana 


SYDNEY (VIA PLDT)—ON THE SIDELINES OF THE ASIA- 
Pacific Economic Cooperation Summit here, President 
Macapagal-Arroyo talked with Chinese President Hu Jintao 
yesterday about the controversial national broadband net- 
work (NBN) project whose $329-million contract was won 


‘The Doha round was launched in 
the Qatari capital in November 2001 to 
help poor countries improve their lot 

. through freer trade rules. 

Negotiations have stumbled over re- 
ducing farm subsidies in the United 
States, Europe and Japan, and scaling 
back industrial tariffs in emerging 
markets like China, India, Brazil and 
South Africa. 

Apec leaders said the overall success 
of the WTO negotiations would de- 
pend on early progress in bridging 
gaps in those two critical areas. 

“We pledge the political will, flexi- 
bility and ambition to ensure the Doha 
Round negotiations enter their final 2 
phase this year,” the leaders’ statement 
said. “We call on our WTO partners to 
казса PRESIDENTS Macapagal-Arroyo of the Philippines and Hu Jintao of China shake 


APECLEADERS/A® hands before the start of their bilateral talks at the Sofitel Hotel in Sydney. 


ANTISMUGGLING DRIVE 


included documents on results 
of official investigations: 
“The glaring fact is one of 


Customs, the Subic’ Bay 
Metropolitan Authority, two 
presidential task forces, the 


(First oftwo parts) 


SUBIC BAY FREEPORT USED 
to be the United States’ largest 


stopped. 


Aug. 16 asa sham. 


spiring with? 


i 
At 


tax revenues. 


Is there a Palace bagman in Subic? 


this ‘bagman’ of Malácafiang 
has always been involved in 
the thick of the investigation 


est Land Mala- whenever a smuggling case 
naval base outside the main- " 
Trans- ^ — cafiang’s comes up, as with the gas/oil 
Rex e tobe portation "е TEAM) Report favorie fuel smuggling and the recent 
pas and empresa un. Oct and Ея а generals luxury cars controversy 
tion of President Macapagal. SUY po ЁЎ, азе ав earlier dis- “No matter how much effort 
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solved if the culprit is one of 


"who requested anonymity, says the smugglers himself. them.” 
she activity goes on under ipa Jener to the модал that "Ву virtue of his position, IS THERE A PALACE A4 
Goods cannot һе 

SMUGGLERS have " 
dismissed the released without 
nationally televised ы. 
wrecking of hot official knowledge 
luxury cars at the j 
Subic Freeport on By Tonette Orejas 
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SUBIC BAY FREEPORT—WHAT 
is the extent of car smuggling at 
the free port? Who are the 
smugglers and the government 
officials they are allegedly con- 


These questions came up af- 
ter three backhoes destroyed 
18 cars here on Aug. 16 in a 
nationally televised show of 
resolve to stop the smuggling 
of cars that has deprived the 
nation of billions of pesos in 


Retired Lt. Gen. Jose Calim- 
lim, senior deputy administra- 
tor for operations at the Subic 
Bay Metropolitan Authority 
(SBMA), estimates that out of 


by China’s ZTE Corp. 


The meeting, called at the last 
minute, came amid calls from leaders 
of the Philippine Congress to scrap the 
ZTE contract, which was allegedly at- 
tended by bribery and overpricing. 

The day before, Ms Arroyo said she 
would await the recommendation of 
her officials before deciding what to do 
about the NBN contract. 

At the meeting between the Philip- 
pine and Chinese leaders, there was no 
specific mention of the ZTE contract, 
only the NBN project, Press Secretary 
Ignacio Bunye said yesterday. 

The NBN is envisioned to establish a 
seamless connectivity of landline, cel- 
lular and Internet services among all 
government offices nationwide. 

Bunye said the two leaders had a 
brief discussion on the NBN project un- 


der the subject of ODA (official devel- 
‘opment assistance). 

“She assured President Hu that she 
would discuss the matter with her Cab- 
inet. In the meantime, she suggested 
that Trade Secretary Peter Favila and 
Chinese Commerce Minister Bo Xilai 
work together to resolve the issue. 
President Hu agreed with President 
Arroyo's suggestion," Bunye said. 

China and the Philippines signed a 
$1.8-billion loan agreement on Aug. 
25 in Malati. 

Favila said last week that $400-mil- 
lion of the loan facility to be extended 
by China Export-Import Bank was not 
specifically intended for any project. 
He said it was up to the Philippines to 
“nominate” a project for funding 
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^ Senate has been nemesis 


bayan brings closure 
to the six-year trial of 
the P4-billion plun- 


San Juan Medical Center. 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 
and Kristine L. Alave. 
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4 Li 


der case against deposed Presi- 
dent Joseph Estrada, the Senate 
has reopened hearings on the 
contentious “Hello Garcil" wire- 


DEPOSED President Joseph Estrada visits his ail 


HE CAME TO ASK FOR HER 
blessing before confronting his 
fate. There were no tears shed, 
no words uttered. Only a brief 
gaze passed between them be- 
fore she fell back to sleep. 


of both Estrada, GMA 


By Amando Doronila tapped tapes. 
Based on fresh develop- 
JUST AS THE SANDIGAN- ments, the hearings promise to 


be open-ended. 

This time, President 
Macapagal-Arroyo is 
on the carpet, accused of attempt- 
ing to temper with the 2004 pres- 
idential election returns. 


SENATE/AB 


CCONTRAUTED PHOTO 


Erap sees 102-yr-old 
mother in hospital bed 


"Mama, mama, si Joseph ito 
(This is Joseph),” the country's 
‘once most powerful man called 
out to his mother several times, 
trying to rouse her back to con- 
sciousness. 

‘This was how a close aide de- 
scribed yesterday's _ private 
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By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


AFTER GANGING UP ON THE EX-MILITARY IN- 
telligence agent who admitted leaking the “Hello 
Garci” tape, administration senators yesterday 
called for the scrapping of the Senate hearing on 
the wiretapping scandal until the opposition 
came up with a more credible witness than for- 
mer T/Sgt. Vidal Doble Jr., formerly with the In- 
telligence Service of the Armed Forces of the 


Philippines (Isafp). 

"As far as Im concerned, 
there is no need for another 
hearing,” said Sen. Joker Ar- 
royo, who had described Doble 
as a “polluted source" and a 
“perjured witness.” 

Sen. Richard Gordon, anoth- 
er administration ^ senator, 
wanted Doble jailed for perjur- 
ing himself after he changed his 
testimony at the House of Rep- 
resentatives (where he claimed 
he was not a wiretapper) and at 
the Court of Appeals (where he 


said he did not fear his Isafp su- 
periors), when he appeared at 
the Senate last Friday. 

Atthe same time, administra- 
tion congressmen are looking 
into taking legal action against 
Doble for lying in the House 
probe of the "Hello Garci" con- 
troversy in 2005. 

Isabela Rep. Edwin Uy said 
Doble's testimony at the Senate. 
on Friday contradicted what he 
had told the congressmen un- 
der oath two years ago. 
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"The House cannot let this 
pass,” Uy said. “Otherwise, any- 
one can peddle tales and parade 
liars as witnesses in our investi- 
gations. That will put to ques- 
tion the credibility of our future 


investigations and their re- 
sults.” 
Doble, however, had ex- 


plained away the contradictions 
in his statements as being the 
result of threats to his life and 
that of his family at the time. 

Presidential legal adviser 
Sergio Apostol has also pressed. 
for charges against Doble. 


Stop stonewalling 

Opposition Sen. Panfilo Lac- 
son, however, yesterday urged 
Malacafiang to stop its 
stonewalling and allow Reme- 
dios "Medy" Poblador, identi- 
fied as a close aide of President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's, to appear 
at the Senate and explain her 
role in the "Hello Garci” wire- 
tapping scandal cover-up. 

"This after Doble told the sen- 


ators on Friday that Poblador 
had offered to help his family 
when they met at Camp 
Aguinaldo where he was taken 
by Bishop Socrates Villegas 
from San Carlos seminary 
where he had sought refuge 
with former National Bureau of 
Investigation director Samuel 
Ong to whom he had given the 
master copy of the "Hello Garci” 
tape. 

Gordon said that under the 
Revised Penal Code, the crime 
of perjury or the act of knowing- 
ly making untruthful state- 
ments under oath on a material 
matter is punishable by impris- 
‘onment of at least six months. 

Opposition Sen. Aquilino Pi- 
mentel Jr, however, said Doble 
did not commit perjury when he. 
changed his House testimony. 

It is not unusual for a wit- 
ness to change his testimony. As 
a lawyer who has long been 
practicing criminal law, 1 can 
say that a witness may give a 
new version of his testimony 
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depending on the circum- 
stances,” Pimentel said. 

He, however, concurred with 
the administration senators 
who said that "Doble's revised 
testimony would carry more 
weight and be more believable 
if there were other witnesses to 
corroborate it." 


Next hearing Friday 

The Senate committees on 
defense ‘and security, ac- 
countability of public officers 
and investigation, and consti- 
tutional amendments are 
scheduled to hold another 
hearing on Friday. 

But Malacafiang has indicat- 
ed it would invoke Executive 
Order 464 to prevent Cabinet 
and military officials from testi- 
fying in the Senate without the 
President's permission. 

Pimentel said the Senate 
would definitely summon 
Poblador who was identified by 
both Doble and Bishop Villegas 
as having played a role in the al- 


Senators want ‘Garci’ probe halted 


Congressmen look into charging Doble with perjury for lying to them 


Jeged Palace moves to stop the 
wiretapping exposé from get 
ting out of hand. 

The "Hello Garci” tape pur- 
portedly contains wiretapped 
conversations between Presi 
dent Arroyo and former Elec 
tion Commissioner Virgilio Gar: 
cillano on a one-million vote 
margin for the former over Fer 
nando Poe Jt. in the 2004 presi 
dential polls. 

Lacson said more questions 
needed to be answered now 
that Malacafiang’s role had 
been bared by Doble, and Bish: 
op Villegas in a letter 

^1 urge Malacafiang to bring 
Medy Poblador out to bare the 
truth. (Cabinet Secretary Ricar 
do) Saludo's statement that Me- 
dy acted on her own in mislead 
ing the bishop that a military as 
sault on San Carlos seminary 
was imminent on June 13. 
2005, simply insults the intelli 
gence,” said Lacson. With are- 
port from Christian V. Esguer- 
ra 


Medy and me not only ones who ride with GMA—Lupita K. 


By Chrisitine O. Avendaño 


WELL-KNOWN TELEVISION 
director Lupita Kashiwahara 
said yesterday she was amused 
when she heard opposition Sen. 
Panfilo Lacson say that she and 
presidential aide Remedios 
“Medy” Poblador were the only 
ones allowed the privilege of 
riding in the presidential car 
with President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo. 

Kashiwahara, who serves as 
the media consultant of the Presi- 
dent, said Lacson got his informa- 


tion all wrong when he made the 
disclosure at last week's new Sen- 
ate probe of the "Hello Gard” 
controversy 

On the contrary, she said, many 
Cabinet members had ridden in 
the presidential car with Ms Ar- 
royo. 

Likewise, in the Presidents 
provincial sorties, local officials 
ride with her from the airport 10 
wherever they are going, accord- 
ing to Kashiwahara, a sister-in- 
law of former President Corazon 
Aquino. 

She cited as an example the re- 


cent visit of Ms Arroyo to Capiz. 
where she and Sen. Mar Roxas 
both rode in the presidential car 

“If Lacson can get his informa- 
tion wrong here, what other in. 
formation did he get wrong and 
dish out?" Kashiwahara said in a 
phone interview. 

At the first joint hearing of the 
"Hello Garci” controversy last Fri- 
day Lacson identified Poblador, 
an undersecretary doing legisla- 
tive liaison work, as a personal 
confidante of the President after 
former military intelligence agent 
Vidal Doble said a certain “Medy” 


was the one responsible for his 
departure from the San Carlos 
seminary in Makati City where he 
had sought refuge, and conse- 
‘quently, his failure to disclose his 
full involvement in the recording 
of the “Hello Garci" tapes. 

It was Balanga Bishop 
Socrates Villegas who revealed 
in a letter to the senators that. 
Poblador had called him up to 
ask his help in getting Doble 
out of the seminary to prevent 
the military from having to do 
the job. 

With Poblador arranging for 


INSPECTION DATE 
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the bishop's trip to Manila in a he 
licopter, Villegas proceeded to the 
seminary and asked Doble to 
leave. His family he told him, was 
waiting for him at Camp Aguinal- 
do in Quezon City 

Coming to the defense of 
Poblador, Kashiwahara expressed 
sadness over the way she has 
been portrayed. 

“Medy is a very hard-working 
person, extremely honest, low 
profile and she doesn’t toot her 
hom,” Kashiwahara said. 

“1 see Medy almost every day 
and have not heard her mention 


YO MO, BUSINESS 


any involvement in that incident 
two years ago," she said. 

She said she spoke to Poblador 
after Doble and Lacson’s revela- 
tions and the latter was "cool and 
calm" about it 

“Obviously, she did not regard 
her action in any negative way" 
Kashiwahara said. 

As to who the President's confi- 
dantes were, Kashiwahara said: 
"From what Ive seen and ob- 
served, the President has faith 
and confidence in all the people 
she appoints. Thats her style of 
governance.” 
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Your skin goes through a number of changes with 
the passing of time. And as the skin matures and 
becomes exposed to various elements, it needs proper 
skincare to suit particular needs. Facial Care Centre 
has the ideal solutions for all your skin problems 
whether you're in your twenties, thirties, forties or 
fifties and beyond. 


TWENTIES 5 

The skin issues: Your post-adolescent face may 
have less oil and acne than it did a few years ago, but 
your skin is now in a more vulnerable state when 
exposed to harmful elements. Skipping the proper 
protection and care will make it appear dull, unhealthy 
and lackluster. 


How to solve them: Give your skin a wake-up 
call with Advanced Lasertone. It will rejuvenate your 
dull skin by increasing the collagen and elastin 
production to strengthen the tissues and produce a 
much healthier skin tone. To unclog pores and remove 
deep-seated dirt, regular treatments of Deep Anti- 
Bacterial Facial will make your face as polished as it 
was in your younger years. This highly intensive facial 
will rid the skin of impurities that are not easily 
removed by superficial washing and cleansing. 


THIRTIES 

The skin issues: The build-up from make-up, sun 
damage and the aftermath of late nights and overtime 
at the office will start to take its toll. Dead skin cells 
and surface dirt will block your skin and result to a 
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"stressed" appearance because your skin's natural 
exfoliation process also starts to slow down. 


How to solve them: The amazing exfoliation 
process of Diamond Peel will remove all the dead cells 
and surface dirt on the skin’s topmost layer. This will 
reveal a fresh new layer of baby-smooth, clear skin 
and an even-toned complexion that radiates with a 
healthy glow. 


FORTIFS 

The skin issues: By this age, the effects of sun 
damage will begin to show, especially on skin that was 
not protected with the right sunblock in the previous 
years. Freckles, blemishes, skin discoloration and other 
age spots start to appear. 


rd? Cali 423 3000. 
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How to solve them: IPL (Intense Pulsed Light) is 
a non-invasive treatment that uses a broad spectrum 
of light to treat all these skin imperfections. This safe, 
painless procedure also gives the skin a youthful glow 
that makes it unnecessary to apply concealer or 
foundation. Even without any make-up, the skin looks 
clear and even-toned, but not dull and dry. 


FIFTIES AND BEYOND 

The skin issues: Wrinkles, fine lines, crow’s feet, 
dryness, droops and sags. The obvious signs of aging 
can be unforgiving, and even in spite of preventive 
measures, aging signs are inevitable. The skin becomes 
thinner and even more susceptible to harmful elements 
For women experiencing menopause, the skin is also 
affected because there is less estrogen production. 
Estrogen is responsible for keeping the skin hydrated 
and soft, so as the estrogen levels drop, the skin loses 
it's elasticity and color. 


How to solve them: The latest breakthrough in 
non-surgical technology, ReFirme will tighten and lift 
the skin after a hassle-free, no-downtime, 45-minute 
procedure. After a treatment, visible improvement can 
be immediately seen and felt. A firmer, smoother and 
plumper skin texture is achieved, elasticity is restored, 
and sags, fine lines and wrinkles are diminished. 


All treatments are available at Facial Care 
Centre. For a free consultation, call 892-SKIN 
(7546), Cebu - 2337631 and Pampanga - 9613404. 


Cristina Gonzalez 
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8 The Subic Freeport has be- 
Scome known derisively as the 
f home of the generals." 

Š There, an increasing number 
Sof retired generals are appoint- 
Sed consultants of private com- 
panies doing business and live 
Sin luxury villas. 

And there, in what can very 
Swell be a smuggler's paradise, 
“everyone's dream саг can be 
Shad for practically a song, if you 
believe customs officials based 
there. 

Such sports car treasures as 

Porsches, Lamborghinis, Fer- 
gratis and BMWs have an ap- 
Spraised value of as ridiculously 
Jow as $1,000, according to of- 
“ficial documents provided by 
investigators to the INQUIRER. 


keep the nation a poverty- 
stricken Third World economy. 

Why is this so? 

For the mass of Filipinos, ac- 
cess to the most visible form of 
wealth has been denied by the 
general failure of the agrarian 
reform program over the past 
two decades because of resis- 
tance of the hacenderos and 
plantation owners, 

The one surefire way to social 
mobility through a good educa- 
tion in the era of globalization 
has been derailed by corrup- 
tion, incompetence and inepti- 
tude over the past three 
decades, academics say. 


Factory or airport 

For those who have dcduired 
some skills the way out of the rut 
їп impovétishetl “fural areas 


those in Cebu and Davao. 

Take Ford Philippines as an 
example. A decade ago, it set up 
a $200-million plant in Santa 
Roga City in Laguna, hoping it 
will capture a profitable per- 
centage of vehicle sales of up to 
200,000 units by this year. 

At that time, the industry sold 
around 160,000 vehicles, includ- 
ing 30,000 completely built units 
(CBUs) and 130,000 completely 
knocked down (CKD) cars as- 
sembled in the local plants. 


Market in doldrums 

But the market has been in 
the doldrums since—for a host. 
of reasons. 

The financial crisis that hit 
Southeast Asia and also en- 
gulfed the Philippines in 1997, 
set back sales in the automotive 


dramatically. Luxury cars and 
SUVs were slapped up to 100- 
percent tax. The forging of a free 
trade agreement in the Associa- 
tion of Southeast Asian Nations is 
also providing a downbeat out- 
look as it will open up the local 
market and allow importation 
from neighboring countries. 

But rampant smuggling has 
done more to inflict serious 
damage on the industry. 

‘Automotive industry Figures by 
last year showed car sales were 
down to around 100,000 units 
but smuggled cars in circulation 
‘went up to a whopping 70,000, 


Industry in distress 
Ford is among the major car 
makers hit hard. All are now oper- 
ating at 20-25 percent of capacity. 
“The industry is in distress,” 


Mind-boggling 

In fact, a Porsche twin-turbo 
sells for $90,000 to $100,000 in 
the foreign market. Add а 100- 
percent tax if sold here and the 
money a smuggler can make is 
simply mind-boggling—espe- 
cially if the appraiser at Subic 
puts a value of $1,000 on it for 
tax purposes. 

Each luxury car that is driven 
‘out of the sprawling port is not 
only depriving the treasury of 
badly needed tax revenues, it is 
slowly subverting the manufac- 
turing sector and is helping 


wracked by income inequality, vio- 
lence and insurgency is the factory 
that businessmen say should be 
the focus of government attempts 
to industrialize, or the airport to 
become a worker overseas. 

But it is in the manufacturing 
sector that a failure of governance 
as exemplified by rampant smug- 
gling is increasingly being felt. 

Executives at the Ford and 
Toyota plaints in the Philippines 
have raised warning signals on 
the impact on the automotive 
industry of smuggling at Subic 
and other such free ports as 
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Monday September 10, 2007 
23rd Week in Ordinary Time 

IstReading: 
Gospel: Luke 6: 

On another Sabbath Jesus entered the synagogue and began teach- 
ing. There was a man with a paralyzed right hand and the teachers of. 
the Law and the Pharisees watched him: Would Jesus heal the man on 
the Sabbath? If he did, they could accuse him. 

But Jesus knew their thoughts and said to the man, “Get up and 
stand in the middle.” Then he spoke to them, "I want to ask you: what 
is allowed by the Law on the Sabbath, to do good or to do harm, to save 
life or destroy it?” And Jesus looked around at them all. 

“Then he said to the man, “Stretch out your hand." He stretched it 
out and his hand was restored, becoming as whole as the other. But 
they were furious and began to discuss with one another how they 
could deal with Jesus. 

Commentary 

Paul speaks not only of his sufferings for the gospel but also his joy be- 
cause he fills up what is lacking in the sufferings of Christ, on behalf of the 
Church. The mystery of Christ that is preached is the mystery of the cross 
and resurrection. Our life in Christ entails bearing our cross and dying 
‘and living in the Lord together. We are to be united in love, struggling for 
and with one another, and strengthening one another. We are to remem- 
ber that we live in mystery with Christ in God! 

Jesus heals a man with a withered hand on the Sabbath and the hearts 
and minds of those who are withered with insensitivity, selfrighteous- 
ness, and judgmentalism are indignant. Jesus is about life, giving life, 
preserving lif for all, most especially for those whose lives are on the 
brink, on the edge. This protection of life, this healing and care for all 
people from the womb to the tomb, provokes a frenzy of rage. And the 
people are intent at going after Jesus. Do we share Jesus’ dedication to the 
truth and his care for other human beings? 


Want to know what 
excellent leadership is 
really about? 


PEOPLE HANDLING SKILLS 


October 2 - 4, 2007 
Makati Shangri-La Hotel 


Being promoted, having subordinates, and getting a 
bigger office do not automatically make you a 
leader, It requires learning and using a whole new set 
of behavioral and conceptual skills. Learn how to 
handle people by knowing your different roles, 
understanding your responsibilities, and expanding 
your comfort zone. Know how to communicate with 
subordinates, peers, and superiors and create an 
atmosphere of willingness. With People Handling Skills, 
you wil 
Deliver results that substantially contribute te the 
company's plans 
Focus your people's efforts toward achieving the 
‘organization's goals 
* Develop the best in your people 
Understand how leaders successfully make the 
transition to higher responsibilities 
Build a better work relationship with your peers, 
subordinates, and superiors E 
Accept the accountability that goes witt,leadership 
positions 3 
Exercise power, authority, and credibility: 
Align your people's efforts through effeciive coaching 
and counseling B 
* Learn to use discipline as a problem-solvinditool 


Start leading people. 4 


This program is for supervisors and managers who wish fo 
master the fundamentals of people handling. 


says one executive. "Unless 
something is done, it will just 
continue to decline.” 

At the rate the Philippine 


industry in the region. In the 
Philippines, sales were down by 
50 percent. 

‘The excise tax regime changed 


Goods cannot be released without 


From page Al 
the 60,000 cars and heavy 
equipment imported yearly 
through the free port, 3,000 are 
without import permits, 
‘Acar “importer,” who admits 
participating in smuggling ac- 
tivities at the free port since 
2001, has put the “loose” cars at 
3,000 to 5,000 a year. He says 
only "token" seizures were be- 
ing conducted by the SBMA and 
the Bureau of Customs. 
Calimlim, chief of Task Force 
Subic that was created by Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo to stop car 
smuggling through the sprawling 
former American naval base, says 
heis having a tough time. 
His own report reflects this. 
‘Over a one-year period follow- 
ing his appointment in 2004, Cal- 
imlim had seized only 36 vehi- 
cles. He confesses he could not 
pinpoint who the culprits are and 
if he knew he could not reveal 
their names anyway because 
“threats on my life are terrible.” 
Marietta Zamoranos, Bureau 
of Customs collector at Subic, 
also cannot give names, al- 
though critics say it is quite easy 
to track down smuggled cars 
because there is a paper trail. 
Cars are registered with the 
Land Transportation Office. 
"Their schemes are hitech,” 
Zamoranos says. Pressed what 
she means by that, she says: "Peo- 
ple in the know would not know. 
‘They have changed gears.” 

Undersecretary Antonio Vil- 
lar Jr, chief of the newly formed 
Presidential Anti-Smuggling 


Group, is said to have a watch 
list of smugglers, which he 
would not disclose. 

Jesus Arranza, president of the 
Federation of Philippine Indus- 
tries and chair of the FPS anti- 
smuggling committee, says: “I 
cannot tell you who are actually 
‘smuggling in the cars. It's difficult 
to substantiate. But the goods 
cannot come out without the con- 
nivance of people in authority.” 

SBMA Administrator Armand 
Arreza offers an explanation on 
why no suspects or a few sus- 
pects have cropped up. 

“In the majority of smuggling 
cases, there is an absence of ad- 
mission permits and gate passes. 
‘This practice is commonly referred 
to as swing. Smuggled goods typ- 
ically have no documentary trail 
We are trying to identify the indi- 
viduals who are involved in ‘swing? 
activities and will persecute them 
fully” Arreza said. 

At least 35 Subic-registered 
companies engaged in importing 
vehicles had been delisted for 
"possible import-export viola- 
tions,” not necessarily smuggling. 


Possible suspects 

The car smuggler identified 
two possible suspects. 

The first is Pampanga-based 
and is a relative of a man killed 
last year over what was believed 
to be a conflict among car smug- 
glers at the free port. His activities 
were the subject of an Aug. 31, 
1999, confidential memorandum 
by an SBMA security consultant. 

That man was described in 


Are your sales 
strategies bringing 
optimum results? 


ACCOUNT MANAGEMENT 
STRATEGIES 


October 2 - 4, 2007 
Edsa Shangri-La Hotel 


True Account Management goes beyond just taking 
notes, taking orders, and bringing your clients on a 
night out. Acquire a more proactive approach by 
Identifying core accounts and implementing 
strategies to Increase revenue. Recognize new selling 
opportunities and develop a stronger business 
relationship with your clients by becoming consultants 
and contributors to their business objectives. With 
Account Management Strategies, you will: 
* Shift from salesman to business partner 
* Assess and improve your business relationship 
with your customers. 
* Focus time and effort on your best selling 
opportunities 
* Unearth and deal with the critical factors that 
can moke or break a business relationship 
» Set goals and objectives designed to 
constantly reinforce your role as business 
partner 
+ Implement client-specific action plans and 
programs that will bring optimum sales results 


Bring in optimum results now. 


This program is for sales people who want to make 
the most out of their key accounts. 


! customize a 


i more people. 


ic 


plants are now operating, it is too 
inefficient or costly to be able to 
compete with other producers in 
Southeast Asia that have over- 
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? 


Skilled workers who cannot 
find jobs are forced to flee the 
country for jobs overseas. 

Itisa vicious cycle. 


come the financial crisis of the 


late 1990s and whose sales are 
now back to where they were be- 
fore disaster struck. 

There, because of economies 
of scale, the cost of production 
is lower. Here, because of "un- 
derutilization,” cost of produc- 
tion is higher. 


Suppliers closing down 
Industry sources say a number 


of 


plants have either closed down or 
have laid off workers, particularly 
those that are engaged in the 
manufacturing of spare parts, 
glass, carpets and seat upholstery. 
Without demand, local suppli- 
ers of assembly plants cannot 
sustain their own operations, 
which are no longer viable. Spare. 
parts then have to be imported. 


the memo as a "notorious bro- 
ker." His name does not appear 


in 


ports or in lists of consignes. 


to 


‘Napoleon Morales. 


said when the INQuimeR men- 
tioned the man’s name to him. 


fo 


edly in Taiwan. His name ap- 
peared twice in the summary of 
264 cars imported from June 
1997 to August 1998. 


u 


hounded the Subic Freeport 
since 1993, in the time of SB- 


Richard Gordon. 


Rep. Felicito Payumo, had con- 
stantly raised the issue, saying 
smugglers 
Freeport status (the policy of 
free flow of goods) to bring in 
tax-free imported cars. Gordon 
has denied that smuggling hap- 
pened under his stint. 


helm of the SBMA, it was Gor- 
don who questioned the smug- 
gling activities, this time on 
used and right-hand drive cars. 


the Senate committees on gov- 
ernment corporations and public 
enterprises, Gordon said that out 
of 90,000 smuggled cars that 
passed through the free port 
from 2000 to 2003, only 128 


Call us if you want 


program for 10 or 


Asham 

Smugglers are laughing at 
the nationally televised wreck- 
ing of 18 supposed luxury cars 
at the Subic Freeport on Aug. 16 
that the President had ordered. 
They dismiss it as nothing more 
than a "moro moro"—a sham. 

Top officials of the Subic 
Freeport are finger-pointing at 
each other on why imported 
cars are being smuggled right 
under their very noses. 

The auto executive says if the 
investigators will look around, 
the culprits should be easily 
identified. 

“Cars are not a perishable 
commodity like fruits or vegeta- 
bles," he says. “There's a paper 
trail. Just look at it.” (To be con- 
tinued tomorrow.) 


official ... 


were re-exported abroad. 

Ata tax of P100,000 per vehi- 
dle, he says government might 
have lost P45 billion in taxes for 
the same period. 

Subic auctioneers and assem- 
blers have shrugged off Gor- 
Чоп allegations, saying the im- 
portation gave birth to an in- 
dustry that provided Filipinos 
with affordable cars, 

They mounted a lobby up to 
the Supreme Court to junk Ms 
Arroyos Executive Order No. 
156 that banned car importa- 
tion through the Subic 
Freeport. They won, 


factories supporting the car 


available apprehension re- 


The second is said to be close 
Customs Commissioner 


“I don’t know him,” Morales 


The man was not available 
r interview as he was report- 


Insettled issue 
The smuggling issue has Issue won't die down 

‘The smuggling issue, span- 
ning three presidents and four 
SBMA administrations, has re- 
fused to die down. 

For one, there has been a rise in 
the importation of luxury vehicles 
by Subic-based trading firms. 

From a low of nine units in 
the first three months of 2006, 
the number rose to 272 in the 
succeeding three quarters ofthe. 
year. From January to February 
2007 alone, 89 cars have en- 
tered the free port. 

“Ford, Toyota, Nissan and oth- 
er big capital investors are all re- 
locating to other countries be- 
cause they are losing money 
from technical smuggling. They 
told [Ms Arroyo that] if no mea- 
sures are taken, they would most. 
likely resort to massive layoffs,” 
says an INQUIRER source in Mala- 
cafiang to explain the destruction 
of 18 cars on Aug. 16. 


is first chair and now Sen. 


His successor, former Bataan 


used — Subics 


When Payumo took over the 


In a Sept. 30, 2005, hearing by 


Losing your cool? 


HANDLING COMPLAINTS 


October 2 -3, 2007 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel 


We often get iritated when customers start complaining, 
not realizing that they're actually doing us a favor. Learn 
how to deal with them properly by knowing the “do's and 
don'ts" and managing unproductive behaviors. Develop 
proactive listening skills to help diagnose problems foster 
and maximize the opportunity to gain customer loyalty in a 
complaint situation. With Handling Complaints you wil: 
* Be prepared emotionally and mentally to deal with 
complaints as they arise 
* View customer complaints as a means to recover customer 
goodwil 
= Avoid being negatively affected by the customer's anger 
* Read the signs of angry customers at the earliest possible 
time 
+ Avoid fight-provoking phrases 
* Disspate anger with the right words, tone of voice and 
behaviors 
* listen proactively in order to discover a solution to the 
customer's concerns 
= Create solutions acceptable to both the customer and the 
company 
* Quickly rebuild rapport with the customer 4 
* Follow through to make sure all agreements and 
commitments are delivered 
* Preserve and strengthen your relationship with the customer 


Customers aren't nuisances to your job, they are your job. 


This program is designed for sales and service personnel, 
customer service officers, customer relations officers, account 
officers, receptionists, secretaries, office clerks, ond frontliners 
who want fo improve their customer relations skis 


For inquiries and reservations call 
Aris, Caroline, Diane, LJ, or Tessa at 
892-7559, 894-0445, or 892-7041 or visit 
www.guthrie-jensen.com 


7/F Glass Tower Bldg. Carlos Palanca Jr. St 
Legaspi Vill.. Makati City 


Polymyxin B Sulfate + 
Bacitracin Zinc + 
Neomycin Sulfate 


„use TERRAMYCIN PLUS 


You need more than just soap ahd water to clean her wounds. Use TERRAMYCIN PLUS, the only one with TRIPLE ANTIBIOTIC ACTION. 
It stops the infection’, heals the wound and helps the scars? fade more effectively. 


Fights Infection, Minimizes Scarring. 


eye MD u a A ner Fm 
deem CES tait on 


If symptoms persist, consult your doctor 


(BUY 1 MONT 
|GET 1 MONTH 


PERSONAL TRAINING 
ALL THE LATEST AEROBICS: ; 


HAIR REMOVAL 
BEST PRICE 
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Consult the adores 


Dr. SEAL is an acrylic, 
permanent waterproofing 
membrane that: 


-Protects old and new concrete 
-Prevents corrosion of metal 


же Varia eri 
Tat 7382188 ТЫЛДА ТУРП Fax T4707 


Phew avatebis at тездет hardware sores, Home Depot branches and UY. centers 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


PORCELANOSA VENIS FMG 


The Most Prestigious Tiles in the World! 


UY 1 THLE 
GET 1 TILE 


ON ALL INDOOR, OUTDOOR, 
LIVING ROOM, BATHROOM 
& KITCHEN TILES 
INCLUDING 2007 MODELS 


Frm September 7 to September 30, 2007 


‘Over 500 designs to choose from 


active global sourcing, inc. 


225 Nicanor Garcia St. Bel-Air Il, Makati City 
Tel: 8907821 / 8964450 / 8964964 Fax: 8968783 
www activegioballph email: activeglobalsourcing@yahoo.com 


Per DTI NCR Pernt Ne ALD Series of 2007 


| Dahil sa iyo, naging No. 1 ang WOW! 


VIDEOKE MIC UNITS* 2.7.12 mos; 72,24 months 3 


DUET MICS 
SONG CHIPS 
CABLE 
ADAPTOR 
THIS IS A PERMANENT OFFER. 


6 months 
6 months 3 
3 months 
3 months |) 


Lahat ng WOW magic sing units at accessories na binili 
mula August 1, 2007 ay covered ng permanent 
warranty offer na ito. Kaya BILI NA! Available at 
all authorized dealers nationwide. 


*Mabuhay ED8000, Silver Fiesta ED9000, Papuri ED7000 and 
Concerto ED11000 and future WOW Magic Sing models. 


100% 
WOWPESEIPPINIES 


Scenic Backgrounds 
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After fertili 

er fertilizer, 
scam in irrigation 
By Christian V. Esguerra posed to have received portions of 
the P3.1-billion irrigation budget. 

But a check with the National 
Irrigation Authority offices in 
some of the provinces showed 
“projects had, not been started 
and a small number had not been 
completed,” Mariano said. 

“When we asked the local NIA 
(offices) what was taking (them) 
so long, they replied that the 
funds had (not) been released,” 
congressional investigation of the he said. "How could that be when 
hefty allocation, expressing doubt the funds were made available as 
it actually went toward the reha- early as January? This contradicts 
bilitation of irrigation facilities Secretary Yap's statement that it 
around the country. was released at that time to (take 

“There is a certain stink to this advantage of) the dry weather.” 
and we fear that once again the If irrigation rehabilitation work 
funds allotted for farmers were had really been undertaken dur- 
used to bankroll the election cam- ing the dry season, Mariano said 
paign of the administration—but provinces like Isabela, Quirino, 
this time it is at least three times Cagayan, Nueva Vizcaya, Ilocos 
bigger than the fertilizer scam,” Norte, Kalinga and Tarlac would 
said KMP president Rafael Mari- not have suffered during the re- 
ano. cent dry spell that devastated 

‘The allocation was revealed by their crops. 

Bayan Muna party-list Rep. Satur Mariano pegged the destruc- 
Ocampo during the House com- tion in these areas at P638 mil- 
mittee on appropriations’ deliber- lion. 

ations on the Department of Agri- In some areas like Nueva Ecija, 
culture's 2008 budget last week. he said the government had come 

The KMP said the P3.1-billion up with “showcase projects ... so 
outlay was released in two Њаё the people would think ev- 
tranches before the May 14 elec- — erything was above-board.” 
tions—P500 million was issued n “Majority of the supposed tar- 
January and the balance of P2.6 get areas for irrigation works had 
billion two months later. ‘seen no such thing for the past six 

Under questioning by Ocampo, months,” he said. 

Agriculture Secretary Arthur Yap “We think they (DA officials) 
said the release of the funds just leamed from the P728-million 
before the May elections was fertilizer fund scam so now they 
merely “coincidental.” make showcase projects and pre- 

"That was the period when we | sent these to the media," Mariano 
really needed to repair (the iriga- said. 
tion facilities) because there was ‘The fertilizer fund scam refers 
no rain,” Yap said. “The dry season to the alleged diversion of P278 
is the best time to undertake ir million intended for fertilizer pur- 
frastructure repairs for irrigation.” chases for farmers nationwide but 

А document shown to the In- which funds supposedly ended up 
лнн by KMP secretary general іп the administration party's cof- 
Danilo Ramos included alistof37 fers during the 2004 election 
“focus provinces” that were sup- campaign period. 


Suspended over forgery 


THE CIVIL SERVICE COMMIS- 
sion has suspended a. official 
of the Light Rail Transit Author- 
ity for three months for submit 


AFTER THE P728-MILLION FER- 
filizer fund scam in 2004, could 
another scandal be far behind af- 
ter the government quietly re- 
leased at least P3.1 billion for ir- 
rigation projects just months be- 
fore last May's elections? 

The militant farmers group 
Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilip- 
inas (KMP) yesterday called for a 


prosecution had established that 
the medical certificate was indeed 
spurious and Salvana had not 
even bothered to present any 
tinga forged medical certificate proof to the contrary, it was still 
to justify a sick leave. * mot convinced that Salvana had 
The ТАТА had accused lawyer committed grave misconduct. 
Aurora Salvana, a division man- “Her dishonest асі... did пс: 
ager, of grave misconduct and fal- cause damage or prejudice to the 
sification of official documents, government and had no direct re- 
among other charges. lation to or did not involve (her) 
Salvana had submitted a medi- duties and responsibilities ... The 
cal certificate supposedly signed same is true with the falsification 
by a Dr Grace Marie Blanco who she committed, where the infor- 
subsequently testified under oath mation falsified was not related to 
that she had not examined Sal- her employment,” the CSC said. 
vana and did not issue or sign a Salvana was appointed officer 
medical certificate for her. in charge of LRTAS administrative 
But the CSC ruled that a gov- department but when she was 
emment employee who submits a transferred to handle special pro- 
fake or forged medical certificate jects, she fled for sick leave on the 
to justify sick leave was liable only same day which she tried to cover 
for simple dishonesty. up with the fake medical certifi- 
The CSC said that while the cate. 
to prevent hypertension, 


27 
d 
& BIO-TECH 
z high cholesterol and triglyceride 


"I perform heart 
bypass surgery & | take 


MAXI CARDIO 


to prevent heart 
diseases & stroke." 


An ideal solution 


Avenılo P. Aventura; M. D. 
FACS, FPCS, FABC. 
= The poneer coronary artery surgeon 
in the Phippnes ~ 
President, Assocation ol Thoracic and 
Cardovascuar Surgeon ol Asia 
Head, Open Heat Surgery Team. Heat 
EA "9 Foundaton ofthe Phippnes 
Consultant Pippe Heart Center 
Council Member, Asean Federaton 


Mace Canada 
4 


веосано мапа 


Tor more information call 
Tel: 853.0163, 758-6287 
FREE reading materials Just text your 
[RT name, address or email to: 09178498903 
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Radiation oncology at St. Luke's 


THE DEPARTMENT OF RADIATION ONCOL- 
ogy at St. Luke's Medical Center will conduct a 
postgraduate course with the theme, “Gaining 
the Upper Hand Using Cutting-Edge Technolo- 
gy" on Sept. 15 in the second floor conference 
тоот of the main hospital building. 

"The multidisciplinary approach to the man- 
agement of tumors of the lung, brain, prostate 
and nasopharynx, among others, will be dis- 
cussed, All interested doctors are invited. Regis- 
tration is free for the first 50 pre-registrants. 

St. Luke's Department of Radiation On- 
cology has the most comprehensive array 
of radiation therapy equipment in the 
country and is the first to offer intensity 
modulated radiotherapy and high dose- 
rate brachytherapy, It is also the only insti- 
tution to offer respiratory gating. 

"The Department of Radiation Oncology allies 
with St. Luke's Cancer Institute and combines 
cutting edge technology with a high-caliber team 
of specialists composed of radiation oncologists, 
medical physicists and radiologic technologists. 

For pre-registration and inquiries, call 
(632) 723-0101 ext, 5410/8411, 0927- 


493-7518, or go to the department office 
on the ground floor of the main building 
and ask for Tet Sapno or Dr. Lynn Moog. 


high priced hearing aids 
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FlexSeal" 


100 % Waterproof • Self Priming 
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Such freshness, you could very well be consuming уо! 
source. Special perfect-fit design in the Coolever Zone eli 


the outside, preventing direct contact with harsh temper 


it's not that hard to imagine. www.samsung.com/ph 


Samsung Customor Contact Comor TOLL FREE 1-800-10S AMSUNG tor PLOT or 1-800 25 AMSUNG for Digital. 


imagine the sheer pleasure of purer living 


ur food straight from the 
iminates gaps, maintaining 


optimal freshness in by locking in the humidity. The entire container is cooled from 


atures that could damage 


and wither the vegetables contained. What's more, the Silver Nano Deodoriser 
filters odour particles, breaking them down to keep your fridge smelling clean always. 
it's the little fresh ideas that make a big difference. With Samsung's new fridges, 
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Go Herbal 


Prevention 
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ABS POWER / HERBS 


NEGET SUPPLEMENT 


ANTI-DIABETES |} 
Completo nutritional 
support for people 
with diabetes. 
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GMA on Арес summit: It's as good as it gets 


SYDNEY—THEY CAME, THEY porters here. “Each one of them е big powers, competition for posed to be about, he said, buy uranium produced here, 
Saw, and they shook a lot of is dreaming his or her own а sense that you are a vigorous while US President George W while Bush hailed the Aus- 


hands, but as Asia-Pacific lead- dream.” world leader,” he said. Bush had been so “mesmerized” tralian leader for his unstinting 
ers wrapped up another summit Still, analyst Charles Morrison Richard Broinowski, a former Бу the war in Iraq that he had support in Iraq, 
Yesterday, the question was said he had been “pleasantly Australian ambassador, was dis- neglected Asia. They helped make it a rela- 
ether their annual getto- surprised" by this year’s event. missive though, saying that on “What is Apec? Four adjec- tively successful summit for 
gether produced very much. “I think theres not much in the contrary, “very little has tives in search of a noun,” Howard, said Damien Kings- 
Most participants and ob- thewayof..abigconcreteout- been achieved.” Broinowski said. bury а political analyst at 
servers seid the answer was, put, but the spirit was good," He echoed the reaction ofen- Much of the buildup to the Deakin University in Mel- 
well, alittle. said Morrison, director of the vironmental activists and others weekend summit was taken up bourne. 
Roberto Romulo, a former Hawaii-based East-West Center that the climate deal was empty with the visits of Chinese President Не thought the summit had 
Philippine foreign secretary on Asia-Pacificrelations. as it contained no binding com- Hu Jintao, who had been in Aus- been “relatively more positive” 


Who wow sits on a business ad- Не said the advantage of a mitments and reaffirmed the tralia since Monday Bush—who than other years because of 
sory group to the Asia-Pacific summit was not the nitty-grit- United Nations as the main fo- arrived late Tuesday—and Russia's Australia's commitment and for 
Economic Cooperation (Арес) ty—sorted out at officials’ lev- rum against global warming. Vladimir Putin. placing climate change top of 
forum, said it was normal for a el—butthe chance to chew over “This is a sideshow. It's not a Hu oversaw а deal to import the agenda. 

summit to achieve less than concerns privately with other breakthrough ага,” he said. liquefied natural gas from Aus- “It is issues like that which 
what it had aimed at. Apec leaders. The summits focus on cli- tralia and Putin an accord with have given it probably greater 

“Look at it as 21 people sleep- “There's a little bit of compe- mate change and security was Australian Prime Minister John relevance,” Kingsbury said. 

ing onthe same bed,” he told те. tition between the leaders of not really what Арес was sup- Howard allowing Moscow to Не said Apecs economic 


Apec states push global trade talks to final phase 


From page Al Protocol, the “Sydney Declara- new climate change blueprint “Despite our efforts at this _ The action was not aimed at 
tion” on climate change does to replace Kyoto, which expires Apec meeting, no recognition is China, which has been grap- 
A successful global trade deal not set targets on the green- in 2012. given to the initiatives pursued pling witha series of product re- 
would “deliver new trade flows house gas emissions that cause х by the Coalition for Rainforest calls in а number of countries, 
for the benefit of all, including global warming. Increasing forest cover Nations on reducing carbon ranging from toys to tooth- 
developing countries; it said, US President George W Bush, Under the platform, Apec emissions from deforestation,” paste, Australia said. 
adding that Apec members, Chinese President Hu Jintao, members will reduce “energy said Somare, whose country is Тһе declaration was expected 
Which collectively account for Russian President Vladimir intensity’—the amountofener- being heavily logged and where to deal with other threats to re- 
Half of global trade, have а major Putin and other Apec leaders gy needed to produce a dollar of some smaller islands are being gional economic growth, includ- 


stake in helping to create a rules- hope the climate change pro- gross domestic product—25 flooded by rising sea levels. ing terrorism, natural disasters, 
based global trading system. gram will influence coming percentby 2030. He also said carbon trading food supply contamination and 
й Slobslwarmingtalksthatcriics They pledged to increase for- mechanisms were not adequate- pandemics, such as bird flu. 

Curb global warming have dismissed as too timid. est cover in the region by atleast ly addressed in the declaration. Astudyin Singapore found the 

‘Australian Prime Minister ^ Supporters said the signifi- 20 million hectares by 2020. The declaration was seen as a impact оп Арес economies from 
John Howard, announcing the f> cance lay in getting the United Some developing countries in compromise between rich and a major terrorist attack would be 
nal conclusions ofthe summit, al- States and China—the world’s Apec were not very happy about poor Apec economies, $137 billion in lost GDP and 
so highlighted steps announced biggest polluters—to agree on the Sydney Declaration. $159 billion in reduced trade. 


by the leaders on Saturday to common goals and in getting Papua New Guinea Prime Health and population SO 

curb global warming, which in- rich and developing nations to Minister Sir Michael Somare Apec leaders also agreed to Pacific-wide free trade 

cluded two nonbinding goals on work together. told fellow leaders he had reser- take various steps to ensure the The Pacific Rim leaders also said 

improving energy efficiency and ^ The Apec program may sway vations about signing the docu- health and safety of the region's yesterday they would continue to 

increasing forest cover. coming talks in Washington, ment, according to a statement population, including countert- examine a proposal to create a Pa- 
Unlike the UN-backed Kyoto New York and Indonesia on a issued by his office yesterday.  errorism measures, Howard said. dficwide free-trade zone that 


RP China to review broadband project 


From page Al NBN project, has said Abalos 
tried to bribe him with $10 mil- 
In ceremonies attended by lion to back out of the project. 
Ms Arroyo, Communications Abalos has denied De Vene- 
Secretary Leandro Mendoza cia's allegation. 
and ZTE vice president Yu Yong Romulo Neri, former director 
signed the $329-million NBN general of the National Eco- 
deal on April 21 in Boao, China, nomic and Development Au- 
shortly before the Philippine thority, has neither confirmed 
copy of the contract was stolen. nor denied that he was offered a 
The supply contract has been P200-million bribe. 


chat she had with reporters in 
her presidential suite at the 
Four Seasons Hotel after the 
first day of the two-day Apec 
summit. 

"Stick to Apec issues, please," 
she told the reporters, as she 
tugged at her necklace. 

Ms Arroyo, accompanied by 
Bunye, Foreigii Secretary Al- 
berto Romulo and her hus- 


reconstituted. But reports said that when band Jose Miguel Arroyo, had 
вы Neri, now chair of the Commis- just come from a dinner and 
ribery sion on Higher Education, in- cultural presentation at the 


Asked about allegations that formed Ms Arroyo about the 
ZTE executives had bribed cer- bribery, she told him not to ac- 
tain Filipino officials to clinch cept the money but approve the 
the deal, Ms Arroyo said Satur- deal anyway. 
day: “I don't know much about The House of Representatives 


iconic Opera House on the first 
evening of the two-day sum- 
mit. 


China-funded projects 


iteither" and the Senate are set to inves- In Manila, two sources close 
Rep. Carlos Padilla has filed tigate the ZTE deal. to the President said Ms Arroyo 
corruption charges against Asked ifshe had madea deci- LEADERS and representatives of the Asia-Pacific Economic would meet with her Cabinet 


Mendoza and other officials in- sion on the controversial con- Cooperation pose for a family photo on the final day of their summit, tomorrow to decide the fate of 
volved in the deal, and named tract, Ms Arroyo said: "No, not Коктон (from eft: New Zealand's Prime Minister Helen Clare, more than $2-billion worth of 
Commission on Elections Chair yet." Philippine President Macapagal-Arroyo, Russia's President Vladir projects to be bankrolled and 
Benjamin Abalos Sr. as the bro- “I have to discuss it with the Putin and Thailand's Prime Minister Surayud Chulanont;backrow ^ undertaken by Chinese firms, 
ker. е Cabinet members who are in (from left): Peru's President Alan Garcia, Singapore’s Prime Minister including the NBN. 

Abalos was reportedly given charge. We haven't discussed it Lee Hsien Loong, Taiwan's economic leader representative Stan Shih, The sources said Ms Arroyo 
free trips to China and women yet, I'll await their recommen- and Vietnam's President Nguyen Minh Triet. sumas had indicated to her Cabinet of- 
by ZTE to lobby in its behalf. dation,” she said in an inter- ficials in Sydney that she would 

Jose de Venecia Ш, a son of view with reporters who cov- royo commented on the ZTE not want to talk about the consider either “putting on hold 
Speaker Jose de Venecia Jr. and ered her trip here for the Apec controversy, in response to a ZTE contract and other politi- for further review or canceling 
cofounder of Amsterdam Hold- summit. question. cal issues during a nearly outright" the Chinese projects 
ings Inc, a proponent of the It was the first time Ms Ar- Вис she indicated she did two-hour late Saturday night based on her advisers recom- 


Senate has been nemesis of both Estrada, GMA 


From page Al since 2000, when Estrada faced Samuel Ong, who in a press Woman named ‘Medy’ him to help resolve “the ongo- 

an impeachment trial. conference, spoke about having Doble testified that he saw at _ ing crisis” in the seminary amid 

The irony cannot be more The prospects of the closure іп his possession the “master the official residence of then Teports that the Army would 

sharply etched. As Estrada ends of the “Hello Сагс? issue within tapes" of the wiretapped con- App Chief of Staff Gen. Efren ‘aid the place to spring out 
the agony of waiting for the ju- the remaining three years of the versations between Ms Arroyo ‘bua woman” identified by his Doble and Ong. 

dicial verdict on his case, Ms Ar- Arroyo presidency appeared and Garcillano. wife as "Medy a secretary of _ Explaining the presence of 


royo is just beginning her own dim as the hearings at the Sen- 5 i Poblador in Camp Aguinaldo, 
new encounter with political ate blue ribbon, defense and na. Poblador into the act Mu uc ped 388 where she met Bios Villegas 
uncertainty. tional security and electoral Doble had been expected to and told her thatifthey had any and Doble, Puno said Medy was 

"The political fortunes of Ms committees uncovered new is- reveal the source of the “Hello Problems they could come to “asked to talk to Cardinal Ros- 
Arroyo and Estrada have sues. Garci” tapes at a press confer- Per ales (Gaudencio) because she's 


crossed and overlapped since The emergence of fresh is- ence at the seminary before he "pa died ts gg a relative of Cardinal Rosales... 
2001. when People Power П sues foreshadows a protracted маз taken by Balanga Bishop fu mame as Remedios Poblador (20d) not because she's a Palace 
toppled him after he was aban- Senate investigation that islike- Socrates Villegas to Camp and identified her as a "conn. official.” 
doned by the Armed Forces. ly to haunt her presidency until Aguinaldo. д ^ ; 

ку dante of President Arroyo.” In- New Palace line 


The saga of the fall of Estrada 2010. The Senate reopened the i 
and the rise of Ms Arroyo seems quiry into the tapes after Sen, пог Secretary Ronaldo Puno руло said Doble “asked for 


to have been intertwined in the New twist Panfilo Lacson presented a Confirmed on Friday that REM ihe help of someone who can 
tapestry oftheir mutually exclu- The Senate investigation de- video testimony of Doble that tary derailed with the Presiden- talk to the bishop, so that vio- 
sive fates. veloped a new twist on Friday he was now ready to admit, af- lence would be avoided.” 


tial Legislative Liaison Office in 


‘On Wednesday Estrada will when former T/Sgt. Vidal ter two years of silence, that the House of Representatives. „Тһе Palace has, however, 


see the end of his anxiety over Doble, an ex-military intelli- he and a team of military in- taken a new line to explain Me- 
whether he will walk out of the gence agent who claimed to telligence technicians had Bishop’srole дуз intervention. Cabinet Sec- 
Sandiganbayan a free man, or have taped the telephone con- tapped the conversations be- How the Church gotinvolved etary Ricardo Saludo said 
become the first Filipino presi- versations between Ms Arroyo tween Ms Arroyo and Garci in the transfer of Doble is re- Malacafiang did not order her 
dent in history to be convicted and former Election Commis- lano. vealed ina letter ofBishop Ville. 0 ty to persuade Doble to 
ofacrime. sioner Virgilio Garcillano, test. Senators had decided in a gas, who was invited to but did leave the seminary. He said 

‘As criminal and political history fied that a presidential assis- caucus not to replay the tapes, hot appear at the hearing. Ville- Poblador intervened “in her 
is written on that day Ms Arroyo's tant, Medy Poblador, inter- fearing criminal liability for re- gas said he received on June 13, Personal capacity and “upon 
legitimacy will remain on the line, vened in his transfer in June playing an illegally obtained ev- 2005, calls from priests at the the behest of the Catholic 


hostage to the unpredictable pro- 2005 from the San Carlos Semi- idence. i pie? Church and the military,” both 
ceedings ofthe revived Senate in. nary in Makati City to Camp But the hearings were side- help" — and “asked him for cf which obviously wanted 
quiry into the “Hello Garci" tapes. Aguinaldo. tracked when Doble on Friday id he " y Doble out of the seminary to 
з z Doble had taken refuge in the revealed that Poblador was in- the serainary took Doble over end the standoff and to avert 
Garci closure dim seminary with the former volved in his removal from the the safety of the seminarians, Violence. 
The Senate has been the deputy director of the National seminary. How did Poblador get Hie also said Pobladorhad asked , The purpose of Lacson in 
nemesis of both Presidents Bureau of Investigation, intothe act? highlighting the intervention of 
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clout—the region produces 56 
percent of global output—meant 
ithad developed “a gravity of fo- 
cus that is now rare to find in oth- 
er international fora.” 

However, with so many dis- 
parate political and economic 
systems, getting any agreement 
can be a challenge. 

"In diplomacy you cannot be 
100-percent satisfied, Agreements 
are a product of negotiations," In- 
donesian Foreign Minister Hassan 
Wirajuda commented after the dli- 
mate change wrangling. 

Philippine President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo put it more succinct- 
i. “ts as good as it gets,” she 
id of the statement, “consid- 
ering this is Apec. AFP 


‘would stretch from China to Chile 
and include all 21 Apec members, 
according to а final declaration re- 
leased by the leaders. 

"The proposal, dubbed the Free 
"Trade Area of the Asia-Pacific and 
first floated three years ago, has 
gathered support from the Unit- 
ed States and some other mem- 
bers, as well as among regional 
business leaders as a possible al- 
ternative to WTO talks. 

"Business is increasingly skep- 
tical” about global trade talks, 
said Mark Johnson, chair of AGL 
Energy Ltd., an energy retailer, 
and head of a business advisory 
council to Apec leaders. 

But Apec members say the 
Pacific-wide trade zone propos- 
al faces numerous hurdles and 
is only a long-term prospect. Re- 
ports from AP and Reuters 


mendations. 

Included in the review were 
projects whose contracts had al 
ready been signed—the 7ТЕ 
deal, the North and SouthRail 
projects, and the Manila Water 
works and Sewerage System 
(MWSS) pipeline. 


Cyber education project 

Other projects with no con- 
tracts that would be covered by 
the review are the Laiban Dam 
water supply, Cyber Education 
Project, and major housing pro. 
jects in the pipeline. 

‘One of the sources said Ms 
Arroyo had decided to turn to 
her Cabinet for advice in view of 
the mounting criticism against 
Chinese projects, specifically 
the ZTE contract. 

Mandaluyong Mayor Benhur 
Abalos, son of the Comelec 
chair, was part of the President's 
delegation to Sydney. 

Ms Arroyo introduced the 
mayor and some members of 
the House of Representatives to 
leaders of the Filipino commu- 
nity during the convention of 
the Global Filipino Networking 
on Friday. With areportfrom 
Gil Cabacungan Jr. 


Poblador appears evident in his 
claim that it brought the “Hello 
Garci” issue to the doorsteps of 
Malacafiang. 


Afall guy 

‘The thrust appears to lay the 
basis of a new impeachment 
complaint alleging a Palace cov 
er-up of the tapes, through its 
functionaries. 

This recalls the attempts of 
the Richard Nixon White House 
to cover up the break-in of the 
Democratic Party offices in the 
‘Watergate apartments. The cov- 
er-up produced some articles of 
impeachment, which led 10 
Nixon's resignation from the 
presidency. 

Although Puno said Poblador 
would “in due time, issue state- 
ments on this matter,” it was not 
clear whether Ms Arroyo would 
bar her from testifying at the 
Senate under Executive Order 
No. 464, if she was summoned. 
The summons should not be 
ruled out. 

Opposition senators have 
smelled blood. A clash is in- 
evitable over EO 464. 

In the meantime, the Palace 
has found a fall guy in a faceless 
functionary. The opposition has 
found a political strawman to 
bash. 
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Doc meted out year's 
suspension for error 
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nosing and operat- 
ing on a 17-year-old 
boy who later died. 

In its ruling, the 
appellate court said 
there was sufficient 
basis to suspend Dr. 
Candido San Juan 
for medical negli- 
gence in his treat- 
ment of Richard Re- 
juso, who suc 
cumbed to a wound 
in his intestine 
which the doctor 
had operated on in 
1997. 

“Petitioner 
breached his duty as 
a physician when he 
made an incorrect 
diagnosis and oper- 
ation on Richard,” 
the court said in an 
Aug. 31 decision. 

It said San Juan's 
actions led to Reju- 
sos death, and 
caused injury to his 
parents. 

The appellate 
court also cited the 
findings of the Pro- 
fessional Regulation 
Commission's Board 
of Medicine that his 
conduct was want- 
ing, and added that 
in administrative 
proceedings there 
should only be rea- 
sonable ground in 
finding the person 
liable for gross neg- 
ligence, even if the 
evidence was not 
overwhelming, 

The doctor had 
Rejuso taken to the 
hospital immediate- 
ly and X-rayed. He 
said there was an 
obstruction in the 
boys intestines 
which had to be op- 
erated on immedi- 
ately, rejecting Reju- 
so's parents! sugges- 
tion that he be put 
on medication first, 


Taking 
care of 
heroes’ 
families 


THE WIVES AND 
children of soldiers, 
policemen and oth- 
ег persons in au- 
thority who are dis- 
abled or die on the 
Job after performing 
‘extraordinary acts 
of heroism will get > < 
full Philhealth bene- 
fits, a bill filed in " RUDY Ducar 
Congres is propos- 300 B= з 
ing. 

The Philhealth 
board approved on 
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open Government Warning: 
Sam: Cigarette smoking is dangerous 
to your health 


on national defense 
and security and au- 
thor of the bill, said 
it would give wid- 
ows lifetime bene- 
fits and children 
coverage until the 
age of 21. 
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At the same time, 
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mate change, car- tatives would likely 
bon dioxide emis- approve 
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China joins ‘10-B trees’ 


US,  China-Asean 
and China Japan 
military exercises to 
"build trust and con- 
fidence” in the Asia- 
Pacific region and 
hailed the military 
hotline between the 
US and China forged 
between President 
George W. Bush and 
President Hu Jintao, 


De Venecia in- 


formed Jiang the 
Asean — Parliamen- 
tary Assembly ap- 
proved last month 
in Kuala Lumpur a 
proposal to plant 10 
billion trees in the 
10 Association of 
South East Asian na- 
tions. 


For his part, Jiang 


told De Venecia Chi- 
паз environment 
had deteriorated 
and was in need of 
large-scale tree- 
planting. 
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THEBESTISYETTO COME FOR 
Philippine tourism, according to 
Tourism Secretary Joseph "Ace" 
Durano. 

Speaking last week at the 
Philippine Travel Exchange 
(Phitex), Durano said 2007 
marked "the first time the 
Philippines would have more 
than three million tourists." 

He also disclosed that some 
$2 billion worth of tourism pro- 
jects were being developed na- 
tionwide to meet the unprece- 
dented demand for hotel rooms. 

“Before, the problem was the 
lack of business. Today it's lack 
of rooms to accommodate the 
brisk business," he said 

Durano told a subsequent 
press conference the Philippines 
used to get only 200,000 foreign 
arrivals three times a year. 

“But now, every month, we 
have more than 200,000 and 
thats good business all year 
round,” he said. 


promoters, 


Tourism looking up’ 


Peace and order was never an 
issue, Durano said. "The issue is 
when the new hotels are opening." 

Tourist arrivals of 1,528,507 
from January to June augur a 
little more than three million 
visitors expected this year, Du- 
rano had earlier said. 

The 18th Philippine Travel 
Mart, meanwhile, was held at 
SM Megamall from Sept. 7 to 9. 

“Everything's Here for You" 
was the theme of the one-stop. 
trade show that catered to tour 
and travel components like air- 
lines, shipping and land trans- 
port, hotels, resorts and con- 
vention sites, marketers and 
„ said Jo Pestano, 
president of the Philippine Tour 
Operators Association which 
presents the PTM annually. 

The PTM was co-presented 
by the Department of Tourism, 
the Philippine Convention and 
Visitors Corp. and the Philip- 
pine Tourism Authority. 
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Hot news 


HE SYDNEY DECLARATION IS NOT A BREAK- 

through; it is not a milestone in the long march to 

find what the joint statement called “an enduring 

global solution to climate change.” But it is a step for- 
ward. 

The statement by the leaders attending the Asi Pacific 

Economic Cooperation summit in Sydney, Australia, de- 

cared their resolve to lower green- 
EDITORIAL house gas emissions. “We are commit- 
ted to the global objective of stabilizing 
greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere ... The 
world needs to slow, stop and then reverse the growth of 

"global greenhouse gas emissions.” 

To be sure, the Sydney Apec Leaders Declaration on Cli- 
mate Change, Energy Security and Clean Development, to 
give it its complete name, speaks only of the need to work 
together to achieve a “long-term aspirational global emis- 

* sions reduction goal,” in preparation for “an effective post- 
2012 international arrangement.” In other words, the con- 
Sensus-driven APEC regional grouping did not call for bind- 
ing commitments on the part ‘of each member-economy to 
lower greenhouse gas emissions. That makes the Sydney 
Declaration decidedly unlike the 10-year-old Kyoto Proto- 
col, which binds its signatories to specific reduction targets. 
Commitments under that controversial agreement, which 
took effect in 2005, end in 2012. 

‘The principal supporters of the Sydney initiative are Aus- 
tralia, this year's host of the annual summit, and the United 
States: staunch allies, robust business partners—and stub- 
born non-signatories to the Kyoto Protocol. 

Essentially, what the Sydney Declaration does for the two 
economies is to give them the breathing room they need to 
flex the necessary political muscle at home. By cutting a 
high profile in their support for this new APEC initiative to 
counter global warming (the declaration was issued a day 
before the end of the summit, to coincide with US President 
George W. Bush's accelerated schedule), both Australia and 
the United States can say they are doing something on the 
climate change front, without actually committing to spe- 
cific emission reduction targets until at least 2012. 

But consensus diplomacy being what it is, the Sydney 
Declaration also offers something for developing 
economies, especially China. The very concept of a long- 
term goal meets Chinese (as well as Canadian) preferences. 

"While the language of diversity in unity—"The future in- 
ternational climate change arrangement needs to reflect 
differences in economic and social conditions among 
economies and be consistent with our common but differ- 
entiated responsibilities and respective capabilities" —can 
be said to favor both developed and developing economies, 
the latter found the statement's unequivocal commitment 
to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change to their advantage. 

“Thats fine," President Macapagal-Arroyo told reporters 
the night the statement was released, "because at least they. 
all recognized that the UN is the real forum for decision- 
making." 

"The important 
added. 

As we said, a little something for everyone. But because 
consensus groupings like APEC and the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations operate on the fundamental prin- 
ciple of precedents, the Sydney Declaration can be consid- 
ered a real step forward. Even without formal formulas 
about binding goals, the joint statement already commits 

all APEC mernbers to the general idea of emission reduction 
targets for both developed and developing economies by 
i the next decade. 

The collective decision to pursue “an effective post-2012 
international arrangement," therefore, can be understood 
to mean some progress forward. 
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Meralco replies on power industry issues 


WE GOT AVERY QUICK REPLY FROM MERAL- 
to on the issues raised in the previous two 
columns on the "5 evils of cross-ownership" in 
the power industry the principal cause of high 
power rates. The Epira is due to be amended 
and a total ban on cross-ownership (which was 
in the original bill but which was watered 
down to allow Meralco to own generating 
plants) is one of the proposed amendments. 

Meralco is opposing any change to the Epira 
because, its critics believe, the law as passed 
gives it tremendous advantages. 

In fairness to Meralco and for the readers to 
understand the issues better, we are printing 
here its reply: 

"The bilateral contracts between Meralco and 
several (sister companies) Independent Power 
Producers (IPPs) are not “sweetheart deals.” 
These contracts were the products of earnest ne- 
gotiations between Meralco and its counterpar- 
Чез, and actually resulted in lower generation 
charges to Meralco's consumers. Morever, the 
Meralco contracts with First Gas projects were 
initiated as a result of an invitation from the De- 
partment of Energy... 

“The lower power costs resulting from the 
subject IPP contracts is shown by the fact that for 
the June 2007 billing, National Power Corp.'s 
(NPC) generation cost of PS.67 kWh is signifi- 
cantly higher than Meralco's contracted power 
cost with its affiliated generation companies 
which were as follows: First Gas Power (Sta. Ri- 
ta), P4.17 kWh, and FGP (San Lorenzo), P3.79 
kWh. 

"Moreover, the volume contracted by Meralco 
with its IPPs is insignificant in comparison [with] 
that contracted by NPC with its own IPPs. 

“It must be stressed at this point that ERC Res- 
olution No. 11, Series 2005, effectively requires 
DUs (Distribution Utilities) to bid out their pow- 
er supply requirements. 

“The Lopez Group does not control the coun- 
пуз generation sector, whether directly or 
through the holding company for its power gen- 


IT WAS MORE THAN A FEELING OF DÉJÀ VU, 
it was the sensation of being thrust right back 
into Erap's impeachment trial seven years ago. 
That was the Senate hearing on Vidal Doble's 
testimony last week, 

What gave it a sense of history repeating it- 
self was the spectacle of the Queen's loyal, and 
legal (or legally minded) cohorts mounting a 
full-scale attack on Doble's testimony. In the 
main by questioning his capacity to tell the 
truth, several of them inevitably playing with, 
or preying on, his name, which means "dou- 
ble.” I grant it's hugely inviting. But people 
named Dick and Joker should really not press 
their luck. 

That was how it was too seven years ago, Er- 
ap surrounding himself with all those lawyers. 
in three-piece suits, led by no less than ex- 
Chief Justice Andres Narvasa, invoking the 
majesty of the law to put one obstacle after an- 
other in the path of ferreting out Erap's law- 
lessness. Estelito Mendoza, Marcos's favorite. 
lawyer, fired the first broadside by depicting 
Chavit Singson as an utter blackguard, which 
he probably is, to which Joker Arroyo replied 
magnificently that legalistic ruses were too 
thin a curtain to hide the humongous crime of 
betrayal of public trust. What a difference sev- 
enyears make! 

À Senate hearing of course is not an im- 
peachment trial, but in this case it might as 
‘well be so. It is at least so in the public mind. 
Indeed, what the Senate hearing lacks in scale, 
itmore than makes up for in starker contrasts. 
‘The lines in the impeachment trial were more 
blurred, the proof of Erap's wrongdoing more 
vague. Compared to Doble, Singson was far 
more assailable. His belonging to the den of 
thieves worked both ways: It made him out to 
be both a person in the know and one who 
could not be trusted. And all the prosecution 
had to go by was his word. 

Doble has no such problem. Quite apart 
from his word, the “prosecution” has several 

other things to go by. At the very least, they 
have the "Hello Garci” tape. That may not be 
playing in the halls of the Senate, but it is play- 
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control more than 80 percent of the country’s 
generating capacity through its generating com- 
panies and IPP contracts. Until NPC's assets are 
privatized, ‘there will be no real competition as 
intended by the law and therefore no reduction 
їп generation rates... 

“The failure of the past biddings for Calaca 
and Masinloc can only be attributed to the fact 
that the plants were bidded out as merchant 
plants, ie. without any supply contracts. Such 
rendered the generating assets unattractive to 
potential investors. The framers of the Epira law 
were well aware of such possibilities, which is 
precisely the reason the law mandated that DUs 
and NPC enter into transition supply contracts 
(SCs) that will be attached to the NPC assets up 
for privatization, to serve as enticements for 
prospective investors. Meralco already entered 
into a TSC with NPC. That alone would have as- 
sured the success of the privatization program. 
NPC, however, continues to adamantly resist 
pleas from PSALM officials to attach such con- 
tracted capacities to any NPC assets being sold. It 
has become clearly obvious that NPC is sabotag- 
ing the governments privatization program. This 
is not surprising considering that once its assets 
are completely disposed of, nothing will be left 
for NPC except rural electrification. 

"The recent successful sale of the Masinloc 
power plant to a credible international conglom- 
erate is a showcase of the magnitude of invest- 
‘ments that may come into the country’s power. 
industry once the privatization of NPC assets 
graduates from its present snail's pace. The 
$930-million winning bid came as a welcome 
and pleasant surprise. Even the second highest 
bid of $710 million offered by First Gen exceed- 
ed the globally accepted standard of $1 million 
per megawatt. 

“Thus, itis no great wonder why more than six 
years after the enactment of Epira, only a mere 
28 percent of NPC's power generation assets 
have been sold, and nota single IPP contract has 
been transferred to private IPP administrators." 
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Neal H. Cruz 


eration interests, First Gen. Corp. While First Gen 
prides itself in being the largest Filipino-owned- 
and-controlled independent power generation 
company in the Philippines, its total installed ca- 
pacity of 1,839 MW accounts for a mere 12 per- 
cent of the countrys total installed capacity As a 
matter of fact, it only comes third, after intema- 
tional giants TEAM Energy (the consortium com- 
of Tokyo Electric and Marubeni that 
bought Mirant's Philippine assets) and KEPCO. 

"While First Gen was able to win the 112-MW 
Pantabangan/Masiway Hydroelectric Complex 
by participating in a series of competitive auc- 
tions being conducted by the Power Sector Assets 
and Liabilities Management Corp. (PSALM) to 
privatize NPCs generation assets, it must be 
pointed our that much bigger power assets were 
actually won by other private investors, such as 
Aboitiz Group, which won the 360-MW Magat 
Hydroelectric Power Plant in Isabela, and the 
AES Consortium, which won the 600-MW Coal- 
Fired Power Plant in Zambales. 

“The Epira, after all, explicitly provides that no 
company or related group can own, operate or 
control more than 30 percent of the installed 
generating capacity of a grid and/or 25 percent 
of the national installed generating capacity. 

For 2008, the Energy Regulatory Commission 
(ERC) has set the subject generating capacity 
limits at the following levels: Luzon: 11,769 MW, 
Visayas: 1,580 MW; Mindanao: 1,689 MW; Na- 
tional: 15,216 MW. 

"The foregoing limitations, however, are vio- 
lated by the NPC which to this day continues to 


Double-edged 


in its work, which was to reveal the Truth. 
SA Healer, heal thyself? Shepherd, guide thyself. 


" 
THERE’S "And finally there's Doble himself, GMA's de- 
fenders in the Senate may imagine they are 
THE Rus denting his credibility by dwelling on his 
: changing testimony but hey are in fact merely 
Conrado demolishing their own. Ас the very least, 
de Quiros Doble's apparent doubletalk merely draws at- 


tention to why he double-talked, which is his 
perfectly believable claim, backed up by a trail 
of evidence, that his family was abducted. At 
the very most, well, how do GMAS allies think 
they look defending GMA by calling her ac- 
cusers liars? That is like defending Romeo 
Jalosjos by calling his jailers perverts. Doble 
did not swear to do something at the grave of 
Jose Rizal and did the opposite. Doble did not 
зау ‘I...am...sorry” which is the biggest lie of 
all about the biggest crime of all, You are sorry, 
you step down. 

Liar, liar? Guess who better fits that job de- 
scription. 

But what gave me the sensation of being 
thrust back into Erap's impeachment trial is 
something the King’s loyal, and legal, army did 
not ee then, and something the Queen's loyal, 
and legal, army do not see now. That is that in 
the end, the ones siting in judgment over this 
hearing are not the senators, they are the Peo- 
ple. That is that the final judgment rendered 
here will have nothing to do with legality, or le- 
galism, it will have to do with morality, or jus- 
tice, Unbeknownst to Erap's legal luminaries 
then, a tale was unfolding in the impeachment 
trial, which was a tale of Good vs. Evil. Unbe- 
knownst to GMA's legal luminaries now, a tale 
is unfolding in the Senate hearing, which is a 
tale of Good vs. Evil. It was at the very moment 
of Erap's victory, one of his defenders at the 
Senate even dancing like Salome over the head 
of John the Baptist, that he fell, It is at the very 
moment of GMA's victory, her defenders in the 
Senate toasting to their lawyerly cunning in 
preventing the truth from coming out, that she 


ing in the public mind. Courtesy not of GMAS 
fiercest detractor but of her appointed defend- 
er, who is the press secretary. It is a crime to 
play or listen to the tape? Then jail Ignacio 
Bunye. He it was who gave the world to know 
of ts existence and contents. 

While ar this, what gall Miriam and Johnny 
(didn't we see them making fools of them- 
selves in Eraps impeachment trial?) have 
claiming to defend our civil liberties by refus- 
ing to accept a clandestine recording of their 
boss screwing the voters. These are champions 
of civil liberties who never once emitted a 
squeak to protest the disappearance of Jonas 
Burgos and the massacre of journalists and po- 
litical activists in our midst. No, more than 
that, these are champions of civil liberties who 
would foment terror in the form of an anti-ter- 
ror law that makes it legal to bug people who 
are merely screwing their mistresses. Defend 
‘our ВШ of Rights? Too late. 

Just as well, there's that sorry excuse for a 
shepherd of the flock, Bishop Socrates Villegas, 
who delivered the one sheep that most needed 
protecting to the wolves hovering around the 
campfire. Villegas’ justification is that he loved 
the seminarians so much and worried for their 
safety. He shouldn't press his luck either as the 
public might interpret his loving them in quite 
another light. I do know some officials and 
seminarians of San Carlos seminary, and I 
know that there is little love lost between them 
and him. Certainly, there is little love lost be- 
tween them and what he did to Doble. Not 
even the worst friars during Spanish times 


gave up the rogues and murderers that sought will fall. 
Sanctuary in their churches to the Guardia Civ- — Victory is double-faced. Defeat is doble- 
il. And Doble only proposed to help the Church edged. 
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IN MY COLUMN LAST WEEK 1 WROTE ABOUT. 
the birth of recurso de amparo and its develop- 
ment in Mexico. In Mexico it is used as d remedy 
against acts by any authority that violate any of 
the individual guarantees recognized by the Con- 
stitution, whether the matter be criminal, civil or 
administrative. 

From Mexico amparo rapidly spread through 
Latin America Itis now found in one form or anoth- 
ег in Bolivia, Chile, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Sal- 
vador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, 
Paraguay and Peru. It is now also the mandado de 
seguranca of Brazil and the amparo in Argentina. In 
ай of this, however, the all-purpose scope of the 
Mexican amparo has not been copied. Rather, the 
imitations have generally limited themselves to am- 
paro as a quick and efficacious remedy for viola- 
tions of fundamental liberties. From the little read- 
ing I have made on the subject 1 find the Argen- 
tinean development particularly interesting and 
pethaps of some relevance for us, 

Up until the middle of the twentieth century the 
only federal relief for violations of constitutional 
rights in Argentina were an action leading to a dec- 
Jaration of unconstitutionality and the writ of 
habeas corpus. Thus people deprived of rights other 
than physical liberty must seek relief through "ordi- 
mary course of administrative and judicial proceed- 
ings, which was arduous, expensive and lengthy" 

What seems to have started amparo in Argentina 
was a freedom of the press case combined with a 
right to work case. A lower court found that a con- 
stitutional right had been violated but the court 
could not give habeas corpus relief because physical 
liberty was not involved. In reversing the lower 
court decision, the Supreme Court said that even in 
the absence of a specific aw granting redress, re- 
dress was available from the Constitution itself The 
Court argued: “Individual guarantees exist and 
protect individuals by their simple entrenchment in 
the Constitution and independently of any regula- 
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tory statutes... Declarations, rights and guarantees 
are not, as one may be led to believe, mere theoreti- 
cal formulas... Constitutional precepts as well as 
the institutional experience of the country jointly 
demand the full enjoyment and exercise of individ- 
ual guarantees for an effective vigor of the rule of 
law, and impose upon the countrys judges the duty 
of insuring them.” Another decision even. expanded 
the scope of amparo to cover infringement of indi- 
vidual rights by private individuals. 

hereafter statutory developments followed 
which specified the acts which could be remedied 
фу amparo, the procedural considerations and the 
judgment that could be rendered. 

"The acts included were primarily acts of public 
authority But amparo was made inapplicable to 
acts of the judiciary and official acts related to na- 
tional defense. Amparo would not lie either where. 
it could lead to a judgment that would "directly or 
indirectly compromise the regularity, continuity 
and efficacy of performance of a public service, or to 
the development of activities essential to the state.” 
Moreover, the illegitimacy, illegality, or arbitrariness 
ofthe impugned act must be clear and undisputable 
without any need for an extensive legal or factual 
debate. In other words, the applicant’ right to ob- 
tain an amparo must be manifest and uncon- 
testable, 

Sometime later the federal legislature adopted 
another statute governing amparo against acts of 
private individuals, 

Procedurally amparo was seen as essentially sup- 


aro 


plementary Thus administrative remedies must 
first be exhausted and where ordinary judicial rem- 
edy was available it must first be used. But the pro- 
ceeding, like habeas corpus, would be summary. 

‘What judgment can follow? Mainly it would be 
mandamus or injunction. The judgment could not 
terminate with a grant of monetary redress or with 
а penal sanction except perhaps as punishment for 
contempt A declaration of unconstitutionality 
could also be made, but the judgment, like those of 
our lower courts, would not constitute stare decisis 
and would only bind the parties. 

suspect that the amparo remedy being contem- 
plated by our Supreme Court will come out in form 
and substance analogous to that of Argentina and 
not that of Mexico. It will be limited in scope, char- 
acterized by summary procedure and limited in the. 
kind of judgment that can be imposed. It would be. 
an emergency procedure aimed at suspending the 
effect of violations of constitutionally protected 
rights. 

Tt will be noticed, however, that the Argen- 
tinean amparo developed with statutory support. 
Will our Court be able to do something similar 
without statutory support? I support that the an- 
swer to that question will depend on how our 
Supreme Court reads the scope of the relevant. 
constitutional provision. Our Constitution man- 
dates the Supreme Court to "promulgate rules 
concerning the protection and enforcement of 
constitutional rights." Is this a delegation to the. 
Court of whatever power is necessary to protect. 
and enforce constitutional rights? During the de- 
liberations of the 1986 Constitution Commission, 
former Chief Justice Roberto Conception and 
Commissioner (now Justice) Adolf Асипа de- 
clared that the addition of this provision was 
meantto emphasize the lesson that constitutional 
rights are not merely declaratory but are meant 
to be enforced. 1 read this as a signal to the Court 
todo whatever is necessary. 


All quiet on the southern front 


ASIDE FROM THE SOLO FLIGHT OF A NOCTUR- 
nal spy plane days ago, and a few negligible mor- 
tar firings, nothing much of late has disturbed the 
uneasy peace in this so-called war zone. 

But Maj. Gen. Nelson Allaga, who visited the 
troops in Jolo last week, announced in a televi- 
sion interview that there would be no let-up in 
the operations against the Abu Sayyaf and other 
Jawless elements, He also said that while they re- 
spect religious and cultural traditions, such oper- 
ations will continue even during the holy fasting 
month of Ramadan which begins on Sept. 12. 

Nonetheless he gave the assurance that they 
‘would not be targeting communities or civilians, 
only specific "personalities" and groups, aka. 
“terrorists.” 

"Hindi kami mamamatay-tao,” he emphasized, 

Allaga sounded sincere enough in his dialogue 
with a group of civilians, but to most of us, his as- 
surances don't offer even cold comfort. 

How we wish military operations, offensives, 
wars, etc. could be so programmed and so condi- 
tioned that they would play out accordingly, or 
better still, that fate could conspire so we can 
“mold it nearer to our hearts desire." 

1 have lost my copy of Leo Tolstoy's "War and 
Peace" but if I recall correctly one great battle was 
triggered by а mindless shot at a snake. It doesn't 
take much more for a mere “operation” against 
specific "personalities" to explode into a full 
blown "war" 

More than anyone else in his area of responsi- 
bility—Central Mindanao, Zamboanga Peninsu- 
la, Basilan, Sulu and Tawi-Tawi, a geographical 
configuration that is predominantly Muslim or 
"Moro"—Allaga knows this. 

‘The point is, why the hurry? Why the urgency? 
Why is it so crucial to launch this operation or of- 
fensive or whatever at this time? Why can't it wait 
orbe deferred until after the month of fasting? 

No matter how well the government justifies 
this bad timing they can never convince the 
‘Tausugs in the countryside that Christian soldiers 
roaming all over their forests and orchards run- 
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ning after Tausugs who also have to fast but 
whom the “Christian” government has tagged as 
"terrorists," is justified, 

This may strike some as an irrational statement 
but there are times when there is but a thin line. 
between irrationality and reality. Any cultural an- 
thropologist can validate the observation that in- 
deed different cultures have different realities 

"The bigger and more worrisome picture how- 
ever is that this perceived cultural and religious 
insensitivity on the part of the government and 
the Armed Forces in particular underlies the fear- 
less forecast that the AFP will never win the war 
їп Sulu and other Muslim provinces, whether itis 
against the MNLE MILE the Abu Sayyaf, or even 
the Jemaah Islamiyah. 

It will take more than words to convince the 
people that the "alien" forces of the government. 
are invading their lands, killing their own and de- 
stroying their crops, homes and schools, to en- 
sure their good health and well-being. 

‘And for as long as the people are on their side, 
the Abu Sayyaf can always metamorphose from 
being "terrorists" to more docile farmers in just 
the time it takes to hide their Armalite rifles and 
change their shirts, Take my word for it, they 
don’t even have to go home to do that. Any road- 
side store or hut is always willing to bury their 
guns and lend them a shirt, as long as it fits. 

The countless programs to “win hearts and 
minds" conducted by the civil relations agency of 
the Armed Forces with every new command, ev- 
ery administration through four decades have 
done almost nothing to diminish the number of 
available recruits and leaders ever ready and wil 


ing to replace those killed, 

Because while the military announces with 
glee the figures and even names of the dead, and 
trumpets their victories with the triumphant dec- 
laration that they have “neutralized” this or that 
group, the people mourn them as parang sabil or 
martyrs. 

Therefore to announce that there will be “no 
let-up” in the military operations even during the 
month of Ramadan is a most serious religio-cul- 
tural infraction that can only worsen the sense of 
alienation of the people from the “Christian” gov- 
emment while reinforcing their sense of solidari- 
ty and empathy with the so-called lawless ele- 
ments for the simple reason that they are Tausugs 
and they are Muslims. 

But there is another side to this undue haste in 
launching the twin offensives on Sulu and Basilan 
and more so, the “fear and awe” strategy evident 
їп the sheer number of troops deployed in these 
areas. 

The overwhelming number of Marine battal- 
ions with their accompanying materiel and hi- 
tech war gizmos, described by some as “overkill” 
in the fight against ragtag bands, borders on the. 
laughable, except that it hurts when we laugh. 

‘The Senate is conducting hearings on the infa- 
mous "Garci" tapes; Jose Ma. Sison has been ar- 
rested and jailed; the verdict on the plunder case 
of deposed President Joseph Estrada will be 
handed down on Sept. 12; jailed former Navy 
captain Antonio Trillanes IV is now a senator; and 
we are all groaning under steadily rising prices 
despite a steadily growing economy as reported 
by Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo with her steadily 
low rating in all social surveys. 

Maybe itis bad timing to conduct wars in Sulu 
and Basilan during the holy month of Ramadan, 
but there could be good timing in unloading Lu- 
zon of those loyal Marines. 

For now, all is quiet on the southern front, But 
for how long? 


Comments to rubaiyat19@yahoo.com 


Save the titling system 


YOU MAY RECALL THAT ON FEB. 20, 2006, 
Iwrote about a legal fight ("The value of a title”), 
just one of many cases in Caloocan where land- 
grabbing threatens to seriously undermine the 
credibility of the land titling system in our coun- 
try. Property owners who acquired their proper- 
ties in good faith, developed them, paid taxes on 
them, suddenly faced a claim by a lawyer that he, 
in fact, owned their properties. 

‘That lawyer, Jose B. Dimson, claimed ownership 
ofa very large property on the basis of a land title of 
doubtful authenticity but which, he claimed, pre- 
dated the (up to that point) original title on which 
the subsequent titles of the property owners were 
based, Thus one claim affected dozens of proper- 
Чез, Despite evidence to invalidate that claim, Dim- 
son's case kept winning in the courts. Property 
owners doggedly fought the spurious claim. One 
such group is composed of the Araneta Institute of 
Agriculture, Manotok Realty Inc., Sto. Niño Kapit- 
bahay Association, Inc. and CLT Realty Corp. 

‘The legal fight between the group I mentioned 
above, and the person claiming their land, has re- 
vealed some interesting details since I last wrote 
about it. 

‘The lawyers of the claimant, Dimson, besides. 
admitting hed never actually possessed the lands 
he claimed, said he had never paid taxes on them 
either (which is a way of asserting responsible 
ownership). Whats more, Dimson's own lawyers 
admitted their client had never been a lawyer at all. 
So how could he have obtained ownership of the 
properties he sid he eamed by way of lawyer? 

? 

Not to mention the impossibility of Dimson's 
claims as to the person who transferred the land to 
him being entitled to do so. Dimson said he got his 
title to the land as attorney's fees from a certain Bar- 
tolome Rivera. Rivera alleged in turn that he inher- 
ited his title as an heir of Ma. Concepcion Vidal. The 
courts, in the case of Republic v. Lilia Sevilla and 
Jose Seelin, held that "[r]hus, itis physically and ge- 
netically impossible for him [Bartolome Rivera} to 
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be the grandson of Maria de la Concepcion Vidal.” 
‘The Land Registration Commission, in a report dat- 
ed August 3, 1981, pointed our that "[i]f Bartolome 
Rivera was 65 years old in 1963 or thereabouts, he 
was born on or before 1898. If Maria de la Сопсер- 
clon Vidal was 9 years old on or before December 3, 
1912, she was born on or before 1903. Could a 
grandson be older than his grandmother?” 

‘Not to mention Dimson basing his claim on a title. 
that, he claimed, predated the title of the Araneta 
Institute of Agriculture group. He said his OCT was 
dated Арг 19, 1917. Those whose lands he wanted 
to take away could only point to an OCT dated May 
3, 1917. But when Dimson's people were asked to 
produce their title, they could produce none, On the 
‘other hand, the aggrieved property owners demon- 
strated to the Supreme Court recently that only one 
OCT No. 994 existed: issued on May 3, 1917. No 
less than the Solicitor General then, Antonio Nachu- 
ra, personally and formally presented to the 
Supreme Courten banc the original OCT No. 994 is- 
sued on May 3, 1917 (the original copy itself taken 
from the Land Registration Authority vault). 

‘Reports of the Department of Justice and the Sen- 
ate Fact-Finding Committee had also previously 
pointed out that Dimsoris (alleged) OCT was fraud- 
"lent. The Senate, upon investigating the matter, 
said Dimson's so-called title was “a fabrication perpe- 
trated by Мт. Norberto Vasquez, Jr, former Deputy 
Registrar of Deeds of Caloocan City” and by Апу. 
‘Yolanda Alfonso, Registrar of Deeds of Caloocan City, 
who “consented to the acquisition ofthe property by 
»... her children adopting 19 April 1917 as the date of 
registration of OCT 994 knowing the same to be er- 
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roneous ... В a clear case of dishonesty, malice and 
bad faith.” We know Alfonso did these things, be- 
cause the Court of Appeals affirmed the dismissal or- 
dered by the Office of the President. The Supreme 
‘Court upheld the decision ofthe Court of Appeals. 

‘The Department of Justice then issued a report 
stating that the two contested ОСТ» (Dimson's fake 
and the one present property owners derived their 
tides from) were never actually presented to the 
‘Supreme Court. What the Supreme Court used as 
the basis for saying there were two OCT Nos. 994 
were the certifications appearing on the faces of the 
‘TCTs submitted by the two sides: but in truth, only 
one OCT No, 994 existed, issued on May 3, 1917. 

However, complicating matters is that the 
Supreme Court issued a decision in another case, 
which upheld a Court of Appeals decision that 
there were two OCTS and which then upheld Dim- 
son's as the original one. In a sense, the Supreme 
Court ended up trapped by the Court of Appeals’ 
refusal to take judicial notice of the findings of the 
Senate and Department of Justice. If a court, how- 
ever, took these reports into evidence, it would 
shatter some of the previous assumptions made by 
the courts. 

‘These details, and many more, are now before 
the Supreme Court. It has embarked on reviewing 
a decision by one of its own divisions. This review 
presents а last chance for it to reverse the courts 
upholding of the Dimson fraud. With evidence 
aplenty to help rectify assumptions originally made 
bythe cours, evidence gathered by the Senate and 
the Department of Justice, decades of lawful prop- 
erty owners being harassed and imperiled can 
come to an end. 

The Supreme Court, acting as a whole, holds the 
preservation of the rule of law as it pertains to the 
‘ownership of land, in its hands. It can stem the tide 
of chaos in our titling system. Or it can open the 
floodgates to an epidemic of Dimson-style land- 
grabbing. A tie can either mean something, or 
mean nothing: it can either be maintained by the 
rule of law or the law of the jungle. 
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A commanding officer 
stays with his troops 


LAST YEAR, WE MARKED THE GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY OF 
our graduation from the Philippine Military Academy. @ёп- 
ter stage was shared with the class of 2006, the 324-strdng 
batch with the largest number of women graduates. It was as 
though we were watching our own sons and daughters 
marching in formation, ready to assume their places in the 
long grey line that now stretches from one end of the parade 
ground to the other, 
practically covering 
Borromeo Field. 

In the history of 
the PMA, perhaps no 
class has suffered so 
many casualties in so 
short a period of 
time. Barely a yearaf- 
ter graduation, four y 
ofits members would fall to enemy fire. A fifth—its Presidg 
tial Sabre awardee for graduating at the head of jhe 
class—would fight a losing battle against disease. In the efid, 
PAF Lt. Ariel Toledo of Sto. Domingo, Ilocos Sur, would not be 
able to survive the onslaughts of an enemy that has long béen 
the scourge of mankind. A newspaper (not the Ingumer) iden- 
tified him as “the first Ilocano to become the topnotcher at фе 
PMA.” To be fair, there were others from the region who gradu- 
ated at the head of their classes several years before Toledo, 
our batch, the Class of 1956, Jose C. Bello of Candon, llotos 
Sur, finished as the class valedictorian, Nevertheless, we Yoo 
join his fellow Ilocanos in mourning the loss of a young nian 
whose life held so much promise not only for his family buchl- 
so for the nation. a 

On a personal note, the Mandala Class of 2006 has a specjal 
place in my heart. In 2003, Maj. Gen. Melchor Rosales, now an 
interior undersecretary, was the superintendent of the Philip- 
pine Military Academy. He invited me to address the corps'of 
cadets after a parade and review. At that time, the Class of 
2006 made up the plebe component of the corps. In June 2005, 
Lt. Gen, Cristolito Balaoing, the PMA superintendent, would 
also invite me as the guest of honor during Incorporation Day 
rites at Fort Del Pilar. This time the Class of 2006 provided the 
officers commanding the brigade of cadets. 

I wish to thank General Rosales and General Balaoing for 
their kind and generous invitation for me to speak before the 
cadets and to partake of the same simple meal that I used'to 
have many years ago, surrounded by the young men who will 
some day lead our Armed Forces. My special thanks also goes. 
to former AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Efren Abu who I know wasin- 
strumental in my visit to the academy in 2005. General Aby'is 
now a special envoy to the Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, Phi 
pines-East Asian Growth Area (BIMP-EAGA). In the case.of 
General Balaoing, 1 am informed that he has not been in the 
best of health during the past few months. 1 wish him a safe 
and speedy recovery. 
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‘One of the finest books on the Battle of lwo Jima is a receht 
account written by Kumiko Kakehashi and published by Pre- 
sidio Press, "So Sad to Fall in Battle.” It is the story of the en- 
counter between US Marines and Japanese army and navy 
units as seen through the eyes of the Japanese commander, lt. 
Gen. Tadamichi Kuribayashi, one of the lesser-known figures of 
the Pacific War but one who was highly regarded by his adver- 
saries. А 

Lt. Gen. Tadamichi Kuribayashi was the product of a middle 
school in Nagano. He went to the military academy and larer 
attended the Army War College. In 1928, as a 36-year-old cay- 
alry captain, he was sent to study in the United States. This was. 
a special privilege for so-called "sabre squad” officers who had 
‘graduated from the War College. They were so named because 
they were personally presented with a sabre from the Empetór. 
Most of them would go to countries like Germany, Russia, 
Great Britain and the United States, with Germany being the 
most popular destination. z 

Kuribayashi chose to study in the United States and was at- 
tached to the US First Cavalry Division at Fort Riley, Kansas. He 
also found time to audit courses at Harvard and at the Univet- 
sity of Michigan, and drove himself across the continental US. 
He developed a sense of the military and industrial might of 
‘America, based on these first-hand observations. In 1931, be. 
moved to Canada where he served as the military attaché. 

Iwo Jima has an area of only 22 square kilometers, but it 
had three airfields and was described as an “unsinkable aircraft 
carrier." It was here where Lt. Gen. Kuribayashi was assigniéd 
and given command of all forces on Iwo Jima. Immediately up- 
оп arrival, he proceeded to inspect every inch of the island qm. 
foot, starting with Mt, Suribachi, the highest point in the area, 

"The biggest problem he faced was how to get drinking wa 
ter. There were no streams, no springs. The only cine 
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drinking water was rainwater and this had to be stored ir 
terns, He prohibited the wasteful use of water and was es 
cially strict with senior officers. He was also concerned abgyt 
what the soldiers ate. He forbade preparing food for officers 
separate from that of the ordinary soldier. He himself watild 
follow this rule, making sure that he experienced all the äis- 
comforts of his men. 
Kuribayashi was a puritan. No “comfort women” E 


established on Iwo Jima and the repatriation of all women. 
children was completed seven months before the American 4f- 
ашк. 

When Kuribayashi took command of Iwo Jima, it was be- 
lieved that like other commanders, he would exercise contgol 
from Chichi Jima, a nearby island, a safe place with abundánt 
‘water and food, Instead, he stayed on Iwo Jima and did not 
leave the island until his death, Tewas only larer during the båt- 
tle that the Americans realized that the Japanese commandér 
actually directing operations against them was on the island: 

In the final all-out charge of a Japanese unit, it was custom- 
ary for the commanding officer to commit hara-kiri behind the 
lines, This was not the case with Kuribayashi. He himself led 
the attack—not a banzai charge but a plan aimed at causing 
maximum confusion and destruction. A training document 
from the Self Defense Force officer school reads “There ipo 
other example in the history of the Japanese army where a di 
vision commander led the charge himself.” 

Kuribayashi was wounded in the right thigh and is believed 
to have died either from loss of blood or from his own hand. No 
‘one survived who witnessed the last moments of this comman- 
der who fought side by side with his men until his own death. 


THEY SAID 
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tuck my neck out for him when he was being 
pummeled by the administration. I treated him like 
a real brother, a kid brother, He knew that 1 wanted 
to control that committee, If 1 were him, I would 
have declined it.” 

—Sen. Panfilo Lacson on Sen, Alan Peter Gayetano's appoint 
ment as chair ofthe blue ribbon committee 
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‘Collect & dump’ a disaster 


AGAIN, GARBAGE IS A MAJOR HEAD- 
ache for politicians and citizens of Metro 
Manila, 

Local leaders, led by Mandaluyong 
Mayor Benhur Abalos who is also the 
president of the Metro Manila Mayors’ 
League, are in a fix following the decision 
of the local government of Rodriguez 
(formerly Montalban) to increase the 
garbage collection fee. Rodriguez hosts 
the waste disposal facility currently used 
by the 10 cities of Metro Manila. 

$ As a knee-jerk reaction, Abalos is urg- 
ing the Metropolitan Manila Develop- 
mient Authority to find a new dumping 
ground within six months. Meanwhile, 
other local leaders are begging Rodriguez 
Mayor Pedro Cuerpo to postpone the fee 
increase for two months to give local gov- 
‘ernments time to adjust their budgets. 

Our leaders unwisely use the people's 
money while most of us, the taxpayers, 
are forced to wade in dirty waters with ev- 
ery onslaught of heavy rains. In some un- 
lucky communities, children and old peo- 


ple alike swim 
garbage. 

We are again spending millions of pub- 
lic funds just to clean up clogged water- 
ways or pay local government units that 
are willing to become the dumping 
ground of our garbage, sacrificing the 
health of communities in the process. 

‘Bad governance and lack of awareness 
area recipe for disaster. 

Just last Aug. 10, a portion of the Pay- 
atas dump collapsed again. Luckily, there 
‘were no human casualties this time. How- 
ever, this dump releases 63 million liters 
of leachate per year, thus continuously 
polluting the groundwater of Quezon 
Ci 


literally alongside 


ty. 
‘The Ecological Solid Waste Manage- 
ment Act has already provided local gov- 
emment units with a comprehensive 
framework on how to properly address 
solid waste and pollution. 

Some communities in Metro Manila 
are segregating their waste but the trucks 
continue to collect and dump everything 
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driguez, which should have already been 
closed since 2006. Segregating waste at 
source and composting biodegradable 
waste will lessen emission of methane ges 
and help mitigate global warming. 

Ensuring that every barangay is ecolog- 
ically managing its own waste is more 
cost-effective and sustainable. It will em- 
power citizens to be conscious of their en- 
vironment and it makes sure that our 
meager public funds are not squandered 
оп costly waste disposal systems that put 
our health and environment at risk. 

The "collect and dump" waste man- 
agement system only makes corrupt in- 
dividuals and politicians richer at our ex- 
pense. 


—REIA. PANALIGAN, 
coordinator, EcoWaste Coalition, 
Unit 320, Eagle Court Condominium, 
26 Matalino St., Quezon City 
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Wanted: transparent, reasonable power fees 


THIS CONCERNS THE LATEST REPORT 
of Meralco re the Automatic Generation 
Rate Adjustment (Agra) mechanism. 

In the July billing statements of Meral- 
со, a four-paragraph update on Agra was 
highlighted with the announcement that 
the generation charge to be paid by the 
consumers for the month of July was 
P5,6764/kWh. To alleviate the impact of 
this news, Meralco of course had to delib- 
rately omit any reference to the fact that 
this figure was originally P4.42/kWh as of 
August 2006, Hence, within a period of 


“one year, the generation charge increased 


byPL26/kWh. 

Regardless of public opinion on the un- 
popular Power Purchase Adjustments 
(PPA), the Electric Power Industry Reform 
Act of 2001 (Epira) still deregulated the 
generation sector, Hence, for lack of au- 
thority on the part of the Energy Regulato- 
ту Commission to control the prices fixed 
by the independent power producers 
(IPPs) of Meralco, the generation rate 
charged by Meralco to its customers can- 
not be expected to stop from skyrocketing. 


‘The recent approval of the amend- 
ments to the implementing rules of Epira 
makes matters worse, Such amendments 
eliminated the necessity of publication 
before any adjustment in the generation 
charges may be made, "Automatic" is the 
word used in Agra, and it does imply a vi- 
lation of the right of the consumers to 
due process. 

The clientele of Meralco is already 
bleeding financially because of the up- 
ward trend in the generation rates, With 
this development on “automatic” adjust- 
ments, the ordinary paying consumers 
will bleed more. Worse, it will be too dire 
because it is now impossible for them to 
see what will hit them as their right to be 
informed on the matter of rate adjust- 
ments has been taken away. 

Enough of euphemisms, What we need 
is an urgent and genuine reform in the 
power industry, The consumers deserve 
transparent and reasonable prices of elec- 
tricity. 

—RAMMELL BONAVENTE, 
coithramGyahoo,com 


Farmers, fisherfolk are 
Landbank’s top clients 


THIS IS IN RESPONSE TO THE LETTER, TI- 
tled "Carping about CARB" of Stephen L. Mon- 
santo. (Inquinen, 8/24/07) Please allow us to 
clarify two erroneous points raised in the let- 
ter, 

One, Monsanto alleged that "farmers, to 
them [Landbank], are all deadbeats.” 
" & On the contrary, Landbank has identified 


a Ё g es t fie e t a the farmers and the fisherfolk as its mandated 


» Most number 
of passengers flown 


Highest total 
sales revenue 


The only Phili 
' that is IATA € 
Safety Auai 


While most commercial banks shy away 
from lending to farmers and fisherfolk, both of 
which are considered high-risk, Landbank 
leads in extending credit to them. As of June 
this year, Landbank's total loans to its priority 
sectors reached P79.1 billion, representing 70 
percent of the bank’s total loan portfolio of 
P112.7 billion. Of this amount, the outstand- 
ing loans to its mandated clients—small farm- 
ers and fisherfolk—reached P15.3 billion 
coursed through 809 accredited cooperatives 
and 301 countryside financial institutions, 

For the first half of 2007, Landbank released 
P7.5 billion, benefiting more than 171,000 
small farmers and fisherfolk nationwide. 
These loans bankrolled such economic activi- 
ties as crop production, livestock and fishery 
ventures, agricultural services and marketing. 

"Two, Monsanto said that Landbank branch- 
es are "nestled right smack in urban centers.” 

Among the country’s commercial banks, 
Landbank holds the distinction of being present 
inal 81 provinces of the country It is present in 
far-flung areas such as Batanes, Basilan, Sulu 
and Tawi-Tawi. Landbank has the most exten- 
sive network spanning across the nation—with 
323 branches and extension offices, Its pres- 
ence in the countryside is primarily to service 
the banking requirements of the rural commu- 
nities, particularly the farmers and fisherfolk, 
the SMEs and micro-enterprises, the local gov- 
ernment units and other key sectors that Land- 
bank considers as development parmers. 

AGUSTIN A. APILADO, 

assistant vice president, 

Corporate Affairs Department, 

Land Bank of the Philippines, Malate, Manila 


Torture charges untrue 


MAY WE COMMENT ON TONETTE OREJAS' 
1 article tiled "Marcos-era form of torture stays 
alive in the Army” (inoumen, 7/15/07) 

The alleged torture of a certain "Guiao" by 
soldiers of the 69th Infantry Battalion is not 
true, He was invited and not forced to report to 
the 69th IB, He has actually signed a certificate 
that he was released unharmed on the same 
date. Furthermore, the five personalities men- 
tioned in the article never showed up to make 
а statement, but they were later identified by 
the villagers as communist terrorists, 

"The troops of the 69th IB and 24th IB oper- 
ating in the area of Pampanga were actively 
promoting peace; hence, the acts of violence 
allegedly committed by them are all false 
charges purposely designed to discredit the 
military in the area. I is clear that Karapatan is 
spreading this propaganda against the military 
to project a negative image of these units, 

‘The 69th IB welcomes an Investigation re- 
garding the matter. A formal complaint has yet 
to be filed in court, but the marter has already 
been directly brought to the attention of the 

{1 media, which is not the proper forum for re- 
1 solving the case. 

—MAJ, FERNANDO M. LOS BANES, 

chlef/spokesman, Public Affairs, 

‘7th Infantry (Kaugnay) Division, 

Philippine Army, 

Fort Ramon Magsaysay, Palayan City 


Hail the Pinoy pugilists! 


ТАМ SO PROUD OF THE FILIPINO BOXERS 
who are making a name for themselves and 
bringing great honor to the Philippines. 

‘When 1 was a college student, my father 
used to wonder why Filipinos would spend so 
much time and effort in basketball when we 
did not have even a minute chance to be a 
‘world power in that sport. He kept repeating 
that the boxing ring should be the place that 
the Philippines should focus on. 

1f he were just alive today, he would be so 
happy and proud, More power to the Filipino 
fighters! 


Fer 66 years, your continued trust inspires us te serve you етей better. 
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Reds in exile fear for comrades in RP after police raid 


By Jerome Aning, 
and Delfin Mallari 
Inquirer Southern Luzon 


THE NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC 
Front of the Philippines has asked a 
Netherlands court not to allow the re- 
lease to Philippine authorities of docu- 
ments seized in connection with the ar- 


rest of communist leader Jose Ma. 
son last month because it would en- 
danger the lives of many people. 

In a statement released Saturday, 
NDF International Information Office 
executive director Ruth de Leon said 
that simultaneous with the arrest of Si- 
son on Aug. 27 in Utrecht, the Nether- 
lands, the Dutch police raided seven 


homes of members of the group. They 
seized computers, flash memory 
drives, digital cameras and other items 
that contained information about peo- 
ple who had been in touch with the 
NDFB the political wing of the Com- 
munist Party of the Philippines whose 
leaders are on self-imposed exile in the 
Netherlands. 
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“The lives of these persons 
will directly be put in dang: 
if these (information materi- 
als) are given over to Phili 
pine authorities or to foreign. 
intelligence services such as 


the United States’ Central Intelligence 
Agency" NDFP lawyer Bernard Tom- 
low had said in a letter earlier this 
month to Judge Commissioner LK van. 
Zaltbommel of the court in The Hague 
that is hearing the case against Sison. 

De Leon said Tomlow reminded Van 
Zaltbommel that “hundreds of persons 
have been murdered, some in a brutal 
manner, since President Arroyo took 
power in 2001, among them journal- 
ists, judges and lawyers, a bishop, 
priests, students and teachers, and hu- 
man rights activists.” 

“It is not unthinkable that Nether- 


lands authorities will be responsible . 
for new murders, if the information 
will be traded,” Tomlow added. 

‘Tomlow asked the Judge Commissiuu- 
er for the immediate return of the articles. 
taken during the house searches, stressing 
that other members of the NDFP to whom. 
the seized articles belonged were not sus-- 
pects in the case against Sison, 

Sison, 68, founder of the Communist 
Party of the Philippines, was artested in 
connection with the murders in the, 
Philippines of former communist rebe) 
leaders Romulo Kintanar and Arturo, 
‘Tabara in 2003 and 2006, respectively. 
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Erap sees 102-yr-old mother in hospital bed 


From page Al 


meeting between deposed Pres- 
ident Joseph Estrada and the 
ailing 102-year-old Mary Eje 
to at her bedside in an isolation 
room at the San Juan Medical 
Center. 

On Wednesday, the Sandi- 
ganbayan Special Division will 
hand down its verdict in the 6- 
year-old trial of Estrada, ac- 
cused of illegally amassing P4 
billion from gambling payoffs 
and tobacco tax kickbacks, and 
of falsely declaring his assets. 

Opposition leaders said they 
expected Estrada's supporters 
to hold demonstrations to coin- 
cide with the verdict. The police 
are mobilizing about 6,000 
troops around the courthouse 
and at Malacafiang. 

Connected to life-sustaining 
machines, Estrada's frail mother 
managed to give her 70-year-old 
son a "very brief" gaze to ac- 
knowledge his presence before 
going back to sleep, the aide said. 

The visit lasted just three 
minutes. 

Talking with the INQuinz lat- 
er, Estrada rejected the thought 
of unhooking his mother from 
the machines, although the fi- 
nal word on whether to pull the 
plug was his. He said he was 
leaving it ll up to God. 

"Well wait up to the last 
breath," Estrada said, lament- 
ing the timing of two major 
events in his life—his mother in 


hospital lying seriously ill and 
the Sandiganbayan about to is- 
sue its verdict. 

The court gave the ousted 
President a 10-hour pass yester- 
day to visit his mother before 
the Sept. 12 promulgation. 

Ferdi Ramos, Estrada’s media 
liaison, said the mother-and- 
son encounter ended with the 
son retreating to a room hur- 
riedly prepared for him just 
across from his mother's. 

There, Ramos said, Estrada 
sat by himself on a plastic chair 
at the foot of an empty bed, try- 
ing to seek solace in the silence 
in the room. 


“I don't know what to do’ 

"He did not mention any- 
thing about the promulgation 
оп Wednesday,” Ramos said. “It 
was enough for him that his 
mother saw him.” 

Moments later, former Sen. 
Ernesto Maceda came into the 
room to chat. 

“1 cannot talk to my Mama 
anymore. She's in critical condi- 
tion. I am at a loss, I don't know 
what to do," Estrada said when 
reached by phone later in the 
afternoon after meeting with 
his lawyers at his residence on 
Polk Street, Greenhills. 

Estrada's siblings—Pilarica, 
Paulino, Patrocinio and Mari- 
ta—were also at the hospital. 
Estrada was seen to be holding 
back tears. 

Ramos said he overheard 


9-hour Filipino film 


From page Al 


Venice Film Festival on Satur- 
day. 

The top prize went to "Wuy- 
ong (Useless)” by China's Jia 
Zhangke. 

Diaz and Zhangke won 
against such name directors as 
Jonathan Demme and Julian 
Schnabel. Last year, renowned 
director Spike Lee won the 
award in this category for. 
"When the Levees Broke: A Re- 
quiem in Four Acts." 

"Long live Philippine Cine- 
mal" Diaz proclaimed in his ac- 
ceptance speech. “In spite of all 
the madness in this world, its 
still a nice place to live in. We 
still have cinema. We have the 
Venice Film Festival. I would 
like to thank all the people who 
worked so hard for this film for 
nine months.” 

Earlier, the cast and crew 
walked the red carpet. They 
were met by Venice Film Festi- 
val director Marco Muller who 
posed with them for pictures. 
Then he guided them inside the 
screening venue for the start of 
the “Encantos,” which was giv- 
en the closing night honors. 

The new work of Mindanao- 
born Diaz, described in the fes- 
tival website as “one of the as- 
tonishing new South East Asian 
auteurs,” bested entries by film- 
makers from around the world, 
including name American film- 
makers. 


Reviewing ‘Reming’ 

A mixture of documentary 
and fiction, "Encantos" tells the 
story of a fictional Filipino poet, 
Benjamin Agusan, who returns 
to his hometown in Padang, Bi- 
col, in the aftermath of the de- 
struction and tragedy wrought 
by Supertyphoon “Reming.” 
Agusan had spent several years 
in Russia on a scholarship grant. 

The jury of the Horizons 
(Orizzonti) Documentary sec- 
tion watched “Encantos” in two 
installments. Paolo Bertolin, 
who helped the festival by coor- 
dinating with Diaz, told the IN- 
quier that the jury's screening 
for “Encantos” was held on 
Thursday evening and Friday 
moming. 

Diaz worked frantically to 
finish the film in time for the 
festival's jury and public sereen- 
ings. Diaz, Bertolin and the fes- 
tival organizers heaved a collec- 
tive sigh of relief when the "En- 
cantos” tapes finally arrived on 
Tuesday. 

Sharing the film's triumph in 
Venice with Diaz, who was also 
the cinematographer and edi- 
tor, are production supervisor 
Laurel Peñaranda, production 
designer and actor Dante Perez, 
actors Roeder Camanag (who 
plays fictional poet, Benjamin 
Agusan), Perry Dizon (Teodoro) 
and Amalia Virtucio (albularya 


1 Li 


or quack doctor). 


Send-up to father 

Diaz acknowledged the Film 
Development Council of the 
Philippines (FDCP) for giving 
them travel grants and National 
Commission on Culture and the 
Arts (NCCA) executive director 
Cecile Guidote-Alvarez for 
helping secure the group's visas 
and plane tickets. 

"Encantos" mixes documen- 
tary and fiction. In an e-mail 
terview, Diaz described his film 
and his main character, Agusan: 
“1 created Benjamin with no 
particular Filipino artist or per- 
sona in mind. My subconscious 
merely flowed with all the 
threads that ended up with the 
lead character in the nine-hour 
film. But, Benjamin's journey is 
familiar terrain for the aesthetic 
traveler—the search for beauty, 
real love, redemption, and for 
answers that could push hu- 
manity to greater heights." 

He added: “The Russian bit is 
a send-up to my late father, al- 
though he never went to Russia. 
Yes, I know how it feels to be 
alone in distant lands—1 know 
about solitude and sorrow, so 1 
know Benjamin Agusan." 


Asians rule 

Taiwanese director Ang Lee's 
sexually explicit spy thriller “Lust, 
Caution” was the surprise winner 
ofthe top award at the Venice film 
festival, just two years after he 
‘won with "Brokeback Mountain." 

The movie is a World War II 
thriller set in Shanghai featuring 
Jong and sometimes violent sex 
scenes Lee has hinted were real. 

‘The verdict means Asian di- 
rectors have won the Golden Li- 
on on the Lido waterfront for 
the past three years. 

The Silver Lion for best direc- 
tor went to US filmmaker Brian 
De Palma, whose “Redacted” 
shocked audiences with its bru- 
tal reconstruction of the real- 
life rape and murder of a 14- 
year-old Iraqi girl by American 
soldiers in 2006. 


Best actress, actor 

Todd Haynes, one of six US 
productions in competition, 
scooped a runner-up slot with 
"Tm Not There,” his conceptual 
biopic about singer-songwriter 
Bob Dylan. 

In a bold piece of casting, 
 Australian-born Cate Blanchett 
was one of six performers to 
play the singer-poet Bob Dylan 
at various stages of his life, and 
it paid off when she was named 
best actress in Venice. 

Hollywood star Brad Pitt was 
the surprise winner of the best 
actor award for his portrayal of 
legendary outlaw Jesse James 
in “The Assassination of Jesse 
James by the Coward Robert 
Ford.” With reports from Lau- 
rel Lee Peñaranda and Reuters 


Estrada consoling his brothers peat of Edsa 3—the angry 2001 Mendoza—met at Polk yester- interviews. 
and sisters with these words: march of Estrada supporters to day to discuss their legal moves Lorenzo Hocson, the Estrada 
"Be strong. Don't worry about Malacafiang culminating in a ri- in case of an acquittal or a con- family physician, said Магу 


me” ot outside the Palace viction. Ejercito's condition was "stable 

3 gates роб Binay and Navotas They also talked about last- and guarded,” а month after 
No politics, please City Mayor Toby Tiangco said minute pleadings to the Sandi- she was admitted to the hospi 

їп Sydney, Australia, where they could not assure anyone ganbayan, including their re- tal with pneumonia. 

she was on a visit to attend а that there would be norepeatof quest to air live the promulga- Носзоп said the physicians 
summit of the Asia-Pacific Eco- the Palace siege. tion of the decision. attending to the Ejercito matri 
nomic Cooperation (Арес) fo- “We don't know what the A -oe jy arch constantly update Estrada 
Tum, President Macapagal-Ar- people's feelings will be,” Binay А quiet life on his mother's condition, in: 


royo brushed off questions on said. If acquitted, Estrada said he cluding the two minor surgeries 
the forthcoming Estrada ver- Sen. Jinggoy Estrada, Estra- would go straight to the nearest she underwent recently. 


dict. da’s son and coaccused in the church to thank God “for the Носзоп said the doctors had 
“No, I don't discuss politics,” case, urged his father's support- vindication of his name.” to insert a tube in her throat to 
Ms Arroyo told reporters. "Itold ers to “pray for an acquittal” _ If convicted, Estrada said his help her breathe and a feeding 
you, only Apec issues. Starting today, the Estrada fam- counsel would file a motion for tube in the left side of her stom. 
Sandiganbayan Presiding ily will hold a vigil at Polk Street reconsideration and appeal the ach. 
Justice Teresita Leonardo de to pray for his father's release, sentence to the Supreme Court. Because of her agè, it has 
Castro chairs ће Special Divi- he said. “As to where he will be de- been difficult for doctors to sta; 
sion; Associate Justices Francis- ed pending appeal of his bilize her condition and coms 
co Villaruz Jr and Diosdado Erap confident case, he will likewise leave that pletely eradicate her pneumo 


Peralta are the members. А statement read to reporters to the court's wisdom. Whatev- nia, Hocson said. But she са 

Politicians flocked to Estra- by Rodriguez said Estrada was er the decision of the Sandigan- still hear and understand any- 
da's home on Polk Street yester- confident the court would ac- bayan, he will accept it,” Ro- one who talks to her, he said. 
day to offer “moral support" to quit him. driguez said. Former Ilocos Sur Gov. Luis 
the former President. They in- К said Estrada would accept _Estradaisreadytoliveaquiet “Chavit” Singson, the chief 
cluded Senators Manuel Villar, the court's decision, noting that lifeifthe courtacquits him, the prosecution witness against 
Aquilino Pimentel Jr, Panfilo the people "have already ac- congressman said. Estrada,.said yesterday he was 
Lacson and Manuel Roxas П, quitted” hi “He will not reclaim the pres- “very, very confident that the 
Cagayan de Oro Rep. Rufus Ro- “The lawyers recognize that idency of which he was uncon- evidence presented (against 
driguez and Makati City Mayor it was just not a criminal trial stitutionally ousted. He said he Estrada) was overwhelming to 
Jejomar Binay. but more of a political one ... would act as an elder statesman merit his conviction.” 

Binay said Estrada's suppor- The President and his counsel to give advice on governance Singson claimed Estrada's 
ers were planning to hold rallies аге still hoping that the Sandi- and nation-building with pref. admission that he signed as 


on judgment day. ganbayan will decide the case erential attention to the poor" “Jose Velarde” in a bank docu: 

То those who harbor “mali- based solely on the merits and Rodriguez said. ment clinched the prosecution's 
cious” thoughts about the gath- on no other considerations,” the Security was strict during case, “I think (it was the) final 
rings, Binay assured them that statement said. Estrada's San Juan visit. The nail,” he said. With reports, 
they would hold peaceful ral- Estrada and his lawyers—Jay antigraft court prohibited him from Juliet Labog-Javellang 


ies. Flaminiano, Jose Flaminiano, from giving interviews, forcing and Leoncio Balbin Jr, Inquir* 
“Asked if there would be a re- Rene Saguisag and Estelito the media to resort to ambush er Northern Luzon 


Apec steel fences rented from Bayani? 


From page Al fences sealed off most of the She also charmed her way to “Thats the style now. Its 
city’s central business district, an informal meeting with Hu, more practical,” she said of the 
pagal-Arroyo noticed the con- the areas surrounding the who yesterday invited her to at. informal “pull-aside” meetings. 


Crete and steel fences put up in. Opera House and the hotels tend the special Olympic World Ambassador Marciano 
this city to protect the 21 lead. where Apec leaders US Presi- Summer Game in Shanghai next Paynor Jr, chief of presidential 
ers in the two-day Asia-Pacific dent George W. Bush, Chinese month. Ms Arroyo accepted. protocol, said pull-asides were, 


Economic Cooperation (Apec) President Hu Jintao, Russian Aside from Bush and Hu, Ms in fact, more substantive and 
summit which ended yesterday. President Vladimir Putin and Arroyo met with Malaysian more significant than the for- 
“1 wonder where they rented even Ms Arroyo were billeted. Prime Minister Abdullah Badawi, mal sit-down meetings that are 
the steel fences,” Ms Arroyo Аз part of the security, Black- New Zealand Prime Minister He- planned in advance. 
quipped during ап almost hawk helicopters flew over Syd- len Clark and Thai Prime Minis- In pull-asides, the leaders are 
two-hour chat with reporters in ney and its airspace was declared ter Surayud Chulanont on the just talking to one another, with- 
her suite at the Four Seasons а no-fly zone. Royal Australian sidelines of the two-day Арес out their ministers and staff get- 
late Saturday night. Navy ships patrolled the harbor, summit which ended yesterday, ting in the way, and they can talk 
“Femando,” one reporter said. there were divers scouring thewa- Mi Arroyo surprised reporters more freely even on contentious 
Ms Arroyo laughed and said: ters and more than 1,500 person- and her own officials when she issues, according to Paynor 
“That's everybody's joke. You all nel ofthe Australian Defense Force broke the news that she already Although her formal bilateral 
remembered Bayani when you were deployed around the city had meetings with Bush, Hu and meeting with Bush was can- 
saw the fences" referring to The government had de- Badawi, as well as with Clark celled on Friday Ms Arroyo 
Bayani Fernando, chair of the clared a holiday on Friday and and Chulanont which were not managed to get Bush's ear in 
Metropolitan Manila Develop- most Sydneysiders, turned off on her schedule. two informal encounters where 
ment Authority (MMDA). by the security lockdown, re- She said her meetings took she made sure the US president 
Fernando's ubiquitous pink portedly left the city while the place during coffee breaks or would remember his promise to 
fences on Edsa and the Apec’s world's most powerful leaders while they were waiting for the support the Filipino veterans 


grey fences in Sydney looked mixed business with pleasure Apec sessions to begin. bill, military aid for the purchase 
like they were cast from the during the Apec days. ‘While waiting on Saturday, Ms of firepower and vessels for the 
same mold. Ms Arroyo used woman pow- Arroyo and Badawi decided to “South Coast Watch” border pa- 


Reportedly Australia's most er to the max at the Apec sum- sit down and talk although their trol against terrorists, and the 
stringent security lockdown in mit, prompting Bush to whip bilateral meeting was set for construciton of roads and ait- 
its history, the 10-foot high steel out his pen and take notes. Sunday. (Story on Page A24.) ports in Sulu and Basilan. 
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Zambales gov't probes relocation site 


SUBIC BAY FREEPORT— 
The Zambales provincial 


Canon government has asked of- 


ficials of Subic town to re- 
lease documents pertain- 
ing to a relocation project 
funded by a South Kore- 
an firm, and repair and 
complete the site’s facili- 
ties. 

The relocation site in Sitio 
Agusuhin was funded by the 
Hanjin Heavy Industries Co. 
Ltd. for about 400 families di: 
placed by its $1.684-billion 
shipbuilding project in Subic 
since April. 

ae The provincial government's 


Fuseau Faded аала ‘Task Force Hanjin has requested 
at least eight kinds of docu- 


ments and answers from Mayor 

Jeffrey Khonghun through a let- 
Р teron Sept. 3. 
shut one 


ГД These аге the certified true 

“4 H copies of the program of work, 
э» IqgE.hotL plans and specifications of all 
А пой? æ projects listed in Hanjin's pur- 

Get the Apple iPod Shuffle (168) warth P4,990 for FREE! chase order for P18 million 
worth of construction materi- 

MINI DV CAMCORDERS als for 33 public facilities in 
May, building permits issued to 
the contractor, and “change or- 
der” that authorizes the re- 
alignment of identified pro- 
jects to the construction of four 


zR500 


RAINS and winds erode the soil below this building. 


school buildings. 

Italso asked a list of actions 
taken by the mayor's office and 
municipal board to address the 
ongoing concerns and prob- 
lems of the residents, master 
plan of the relocation site, cer- 
tified true copy of the environ- 
mental compliance certificate 
issued by the Department of 
Environment and Natural Re- 
sources for the relocation site, 
and copies of certificates of 


tles to the residents. 

The task force, headed by for- 
mer Vice Gov. Ramon Lacbain 
П, had found “several structures 
missing and damaged" at the 
upland relocation site located 
off the coast of the Redondo 
Bay. 

Khonghun told the INQUIRER 
on Sunday that he received a 
copy of the letter and that he 
would furnish the task force 
with documents. 


TONETTE TONES 


He said structures were dam- 
aged because the “contractors 
rushed with work since the resi- 
dents did not want to leave and 
Hanjin and the [Subic Bay 
Metropolitan Authority) al- 
ready want the site.” 

SBMA Administrator Armand 
Arreza said it was the represen- 
tatives of Hanjin, not SBMAS, 
who negotiated with the resi- 
dents for compensation dam- 
ages. 

Khonghun and 
former Zambales 
Gov. Vicente 


Magsaysay denied 


"CEBU PACIFIC AIR.COM | 


payments for de- 


DVD CAMCORDERS 


The country's lowest 


molished houses. 


Funds 
Khonghun also 


e year-round fares just got lower! а 


to repair and com- 
plete the structures 


It's the lowest Go Fares ever! Book your trip as early as you can cie Wee ne 
and get the lowest Cebu Pacific airfare. It really pays to plan ahead. жа мын ke 
these. 


He said a Depart- 
ment of Public 
Works and High- 
ways team had as- 


FREE iPod Shufflel 


BIG IPod Shuffle! = 


Promo is non-refundable. 


DiSCOUNT' 


баш only when you риске 
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Travel Period: November | to December 20, 2007 and General Mer- 
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sessed that the con- 
tractor, North 
Bound Hardware 


chandise, had spent 
P22.5 million for 
the structures on 


* Manila-Legaspi (vv) travel period: September 21 to December 20, 2007 site. 


Cost 
An Inquirer 
parm source at the DP- 
WH, however, said 


“ayo the following Canan Digital Mint AV i афет 


the structures on 
site cost only P3 mil. 


Ф 1 ,499 Manila - Kuala Lumpur 


lion. 

Hanjin, in а 
March 2006 amend: 
ed lease agreement 
with Khonghun and 
Ame, said it 
should be “free from 
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any cost overrun or 
any other demands 
whatsoever бот 
any entities in rela. 
tion to the project 
beyond the [P18 
million] sum.” 


P 2,499 


Davao - Hong Kong (via Cebu) 
Manila - Bangkok or Singapore 
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Improvements 
Khonghun said 
the town govern- 
ment could improve 
the relocation site 
with the help of the 
SBMA and the na- 
tional government 
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The task force, on 
the order of Gov. 
Amor Deloso, has 
asked the Subic 
ernment to demolish 
two damaged school 
buildings, construct 
а footbridge, build 
three elevated water 
tanks, do slope pro 
tection works, im- 
prove the roads and 
drainage system, 
CEBU and provide elearic- 


SH iy to the site 
е PACIFIC Tonette Orejas, In- 
Hs fime everyone flies.  quirer Central Lu- 


zon 
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BCDA exec OKs third-party evaluation of expressway 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2007 


SUBIC BAY FREEPORT—A TOP 
official of the Bases Conversion 
Development Authority has not 
opposed a proposal of a private 
advocacy group to do an inde- 
pendent engineering evalua- 
tion of the P27-billion Subic- 
Clark-Tarlac Expressway now 
that the project is in its final 
stage of construction. 

“Walang problema (There's no 
problem),” BCDA executive vice 
president Isaac Puno Ш said after 
he spoke to leaders of the Advo- 


tral Luzon (ADCL) who capped 
here their inspection of the 
Bataan-Pampanga segment of 
the 94-km highway on Saturday. 

However, Puno said there 
were "already several redun- 
dancies" in that undertaking 

"Aside from our consultants, 
we have an inter-agency [con- 
structors performance evalua- 
tion system or CPES] group and 
a quantity surveyor that’s look- 
ing at what the contractors are 
doing. We have a different 
group thats doing the punch 
listing (quality evaluation). We 
also have the (Toll Regulatory 
Board] that is doing an inde- 
pendent certification [of work] 
and then there's the Commis- 
sion on Audit," Puno said. 

‘The BCDA, as the proponent of 
the SCIEx, has hired the 
Japanese consulting consortium 
Pacific Consultants international, 
Katahira and Engineers Interna- 
tional and Nippon Koei Co. Ltd. 

The BCDA has two CPES 
teams comprised of govern- 
ment engineers, according to 
Regina Salvi Lapuz, BCDA con- 
tracts management chief. 

BCDA president Narciso 
Abaya, in'an earlier statement, 
said punch listing or the process 
of conducting a quality check- 
list for every 20-meter sub-seg- 
ment is being done by SCTEx 
project managers, 

Puno said the evaluation is 
done ‘to protect the interest of the. 
government and the contractors.” 


cacy for the Development of Cen- , 


Pr 


PORTIONS of the Subic-Clarl-Tarlac Expressway on the Bataan-Pampanga side remained unfinished and 
the contractor has seven months more up to March 2008 to complete what government touts as a world- 


class highway. 


‘The Philippine government has 
obtained е P23.06-billion loan 
from the Japanese government 
and shelled out P4 billion from 
BCDA funds to build this major 
infrastructure that links the Subic 
and Clark freeports and the Luisi- 
ta Industrial Park in Tarlac City. 

‘The loan comes with an inter- 
est rate of 0.95 percent, grace» 
period of 10 years and repay- 
ment period of 30 years. 

BCDAS contractors—Kajima- 
Obayashi-JFE Engineering and 
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries 
Ltd. Joint Venture (KOJM) on 
the Bataan-Pampanga side and 
Hazama-TaiseiNippon Steel 
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Joint Venture (HTN) on the 
Pampanga-Clark side—have in- 
curred delays largely due to 
right-of-way problems. 

KOJM, now 87 percent done 
with its work, has been given four 
months more up to March 2008 
to finish its 50.5-km segment. 
HIN, already 97 percent finished, 
has been allowed a 54-day exten- 
sion up to October to complete its 
43.27-km portion, according to 
Roberto Gervacio, SCTEx manag- 
er for operational support. 

With five groups doing the 
evaluation, Puno said: "Talagang 
salang-sala па yan (It is really 
being thoroughly evaluated)." 


TONETTETOREAS 


He did not say though if the 
evaluation proposed by ADCL 
needed the nod of the BCDA 
board. 

“We are open. Nobody is 
stopping anybody [from con- 
ducting an evaluation]," Puno 
told ADCL chair Rene Romero. 

Puno encouraged some 30 
business leaders of ADCL to con- 
tinue involving themselves in 
monitoring activities because the 
SCTExs final phase was the “most 
critical stage" of the project, 

"We want it to be finished ac- 
cording to standards,” he sai 

Tonette Orejas, Inquirer Cen- 
tral Luzon 
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British funds cops’ training 

PARANG, Shariff Kabunsuan—The British government has ear- 
marked some $49,000 for the training of Marawi City policemen in a 
bid to turn them into model law enforcers, Chief Supt. Joel Goltiao, ; 
chief of the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) po- | 
lice, said 

Aside from training the police force on crime documentation and 
community policing, the British government will also construct a new 
police station there, Goltiao added. "This is big help for our cops. Опсе: 
completed, we will make the police force there as our model in the en- H 
tire region," Goltiao said. 

Marawi City would be the second recipient of the British-assisted 
project that aims to standardize systems and procedures; technical and, 
equipment capabilities and physical infrastructure of police stations na- 
tionwide. Earlier, the Marikina City police also received the same assis- 
tance. Jeoffrey Maitem, Inquirer Mindanao 


Davao pact with China city ч 
DAVAO CITY—The cities of Davao and Nanning, China signed a friend- 
ship pact to boost trade, commerce, investments, tourism, education 
and culture. 

Mayor Rodrigo Duterte said there were no specific investments dis- 
cussed between the two cities yet but he hoped that deals could be 
signed anytime soon. 

“China is buying almost everything. China is ready to invest. 
China holds a great promise to catch up with the rest of world. We 
have the resources, raw materials but China has the money,” 
Duterte told reporters at the Marco Polo hotel here during the 
signing. 

Duterte sald Davao businessmen will fly to Nanning in October. "We 
will be bringing trade delegates, businessmen and investors and that Is 
a good start,” he said. 

‘Nanning Mayor Chen Xianggun said the visit would be an opportunity 
for Davao businessmen to show their products. He also said he was 
hoping that the future business deals between his city and Davao would 
result in the opening of an air route between the two cities. Joselle 
Badilla, Inquirer Mindanao 


3 persons slain in ambush 
MATALAM, North Cotabato—Three people, Including a member of the 
Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF), were killed during an ambush 
staged by unidentified gunmen here on Sept. 2, an MNLF commander 
reported. 3 

‘Datu Dima Ambil, chair of the MNLF's Sebangan Kutawato State Rev- 
olutionary Committee (SKSRC), identified the victims as his close-in 
security escort, Ryan Onotan, 25, Bersola Mulod, and 13-year-old girl 
Bainot Maugan. 

Ambil said the three victims were on their way home from a wedding 
around 11:00 p.m. when attacked near Ilian village. s 

“He (Onotan) was the main target. We are looking into love triangle 
and perhaps, agaw armas, because his M-16 rifle was missing," Ambil 
said. „Jeoffrey Maitem, Inquirer Mindanao 
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Firm behind Romblon oil leak lacks ECC 


CAMP VICENTE LIM, LAGUNA an oil leak off the coast of ations in the area, a police offi- so revealed that Mayor 
тһе shipping company be- Romblon did not have а envi- cial said on Thursd Lemuel Cipriano of Concep- 
hind the salvaging operation of ronment clearance certificate Romblon police chief Se- cion town had allowed Ed- 
a sunken sea vessel that led to (ECC) to conduct blasting oper- nior Supt. Mario Velando al- uardo Calixto Enterprises to 
retrieve the wreck 
of MV Mactan de- 
spite its failure to 
present pertinent 
documents for the 
activity. 


He said the may- 

or had already sus- 

NAG-TREAT Eu 
tion of the shipping. ү 

company upon con- Ы "T EM бер. 
NG P525 NA TAPS! d m p 


day after it was first 


reported. 
"Thats the 
problem. Тће 


mayor allowed the 
operation to pro- 
ceed even though 
the company’ had 
no ECC and neces- 
sary permits,” Ve- 
lando told the In- 
ошаса in а phone 
interview. 


Explosives 
When asked if 
the mayor was 
aware that the 
personnel behind 
the salvaging op- 
uig City > ме нате ог 
August 24 Winner explosives, he | PERAFRANCIA RITES 
MUS said: "Of course. ‘The nine-day Penafrancia fiesta, which starts on thefirst Friday — | 
QUE The mayor knew | of September, attracts mostly male devotees. 
it” Msgr. Romulo Vergara, rector of Our Lady of Pefiafrancia 
Asked why the lo- Basilica said the local Church prepares for the biggest event of 
cal police allowed the decade when the ntennial celebration of the devotion 
the blasting opera- | tothe Ina culminates on 2010. From 2007 to 2008, the image of 
tions if it did not the Ina will visit all the 300 parishes in Jl, covering six 
have any ECC, he | dioceses and one prelature,  eNoJSUSCRBETWNQURERSOUTHEINIUZON 
replied: “Because - = — 
they had a permit damaged by the explosives used lice, said the shipping firm sold 
from (Camp) in the salvaging operation, thus whatever it recovered from the 
Crame for the ex- causing the leak. derelict. 
plosives, But he maintained that the Ое Castro said his office was 
Не also admitted jeak was just "minimal" and informed of the oil leak after 
that the place did not pose any serious residents held a protest rally to 
where the blasting threat to marine life in the denounce the activity of the 
activities hap- area company. 
pened was near the " The wreck, he said, was lo- 
line of coral reefs, lll-fated ship cated just a few kilometers 
which is home to He said the company, away from the coastline of 
hundreds of sea which supposedly owned Barangay Magadia and within 


plant and animal the submerged passenger the municipal fishing 
species. ship thar sank sometime in grounds 
“If there would be 1973, had been recovering He said the fishermen feared 
ү UN i кон à one parts of the wreckage since that the liters of oil sheen that 
pees i should guard the 1999. were washed ashore could ad- 
May powers yang resibo mo! area, it should be  Hesaid thatfromthetimethe versely affect their health and 
VL STERN TUER E the mayor's men,” company started retrieving the livelihood. 
I-text lang ang detalye ng resibo he argued. ill-fated ship, its personnel used Не said that based on their 
: Velando said the explosives to cut its metal por- initial inspection, the contami 
compartment con- tions. nant on the water was crude oil. 


at pwede kang manalo ng ISANG 
MILYONG PISO, linggo-linggo pa 
ersswerte ka. 


taining the fuel РО) Joel de Castro, case in Marlon Ramos, Inquirer 
might have been vestigator of the Romblon po- Southern Luzon 
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4 provinces in E. Visayas 
with disaster-prone areas 


By Ven Labro 
Inquirer Visayas 


TACLOBAN CITY—GOVERNMENT 
experts have identified four prov- 
inces in Eastern Visayas, along with 
23 others, as having areas that are 
high-risk to landslide and flooding 
during the rainy season. 

Salvador Estudillo, Office of Civil 
Defense (OCD) regional director, 
named the Eastern Visayas 
provinces as Leyte, Southern Leyte, 
Northern Samar and Eastern 
Samar. 

Other provinces with disaster- 
prone areas are Surigao del Sur, 
Surigao del Norte, Bohol, Aurora, 
Pampanga, Cavite, Catanduanes, 
Zambales, Antique, Ilocos Sur, 
Abra, Zamboanga del Sur, Laguna, 
Quirino, Agusan, Nueva Vizcaya, 
Cagayan Isa-bela, Zamboanga 
Sibuquey, Rizal, Iloilo, Ilocos Norte 
and Benguet. 

The OCD identified these 
provinces in its Hazard Mapping 
and Assessment for Effective Com- 
munity-based Disaster Risk Man- 
agement project. 

Also known as the ready project 
and funded by the United Nations 


Development Program, it identifies 
disaster-prone areas through the 
production of multihazard maps, 
develops information education 
and communication strategies and 
materials, and installs community- 
based early warning systems. 

Estudillo said the project would 
encourage concerned municipal 
and barangay governments to re- 
view their development plans and 
come up with ordinances to reduce 
the risk of disaster. 

In Leyte, the Mines and Geo- 
sciences Bureau has identified 602 
of the 1,341 barangays assessed 
early last year as landslide-prone, 
said Karlo Queafio, senior science 
research specialist of the MGB. 

ОЁ the barangays assessed, 117 
were found to have high landslide 
susceptibility, 240 have moderate 
susceptibility, and 245 have low 
susceptibility 

‘The remaining 739 villages were 
found to be not susceptible to land. 
slide. 

Leyte has 1,641 barangays, but 
some far-flung barangays were not 
reached during the rapid assess- 
ment on landslide and flooding sus- 
ceptibility conducted by MGB geol- 


ogists from April 21 to May 12, 
2006. 

The assessment was conducted 
shortly after the February 2006 
landslide at Barangay Guinsaugon 
of St. Bernard town in Southern 
Leyte, which buried and killed over 
1,000 people. 

Since then, the government has 
produced multihazard maps that 
include topographic maps for 
floods, landslides, storm surge, and 
earthquake- and volcanic-related 
hazards. 

Queafio was one of the discus- 
sants in the seminar-workshop on 
the results of the multihazard map- 
ping in Leyte held in the city. He 
talked about landslide hazards in 
Leyte. 

Rainfall, earthquake or man- 
made activities could trigger land- 
slide particularly in areas where the 
slopes are steep, Queafio said. 

Signs of impending landslide in- 
clude leaning doorjambs and win- 
dows, cracks in concrete floors 
and walls, cracks in roads that 
gradually grow, leaning of trees, 
poles and retaining walls, and 
rumbling that increasingly be- 
comes louder: 


By Nestor P Burgos Jr 
Inquirer Visayas 


LOLO — CITY-JOURNALISTS 
have called on news organizations. 
to institute care programs far re- 
porters covering disasters and 
emergencies so they would not be 
traumatized by these events. 

Twenty journalists from re- 
gional newspapers in the Visayas, 
who attended a three-day semi- 
nar on reporting on disasters and 
emergencies organized by the 
Philippine Press Institute and the 
United Nations Children’s Fund 
(Unicef), said reporters, who ex- 
tensively cover traumatic experi- 
'ences and deal with victims, face 
the risk of psychological trauma. 

They recommended in a 
workshop that news organiza- 
tions orient their reporters be- 
fore they are sent to cover emer- 
gencies and disasters. Tips on 
dealing with disaster victims 
and survivors, especially those 
suffering from trauma, should 
be part of the orientation. 

‘The reporters should also un- 
dergo debriefing after covering 
disasters and emergencies. They 
said reporters assigned to cover 
disasters and emergencies 
should be rotated to avoid trau- 
ma and other psychological ef- 
fects of regularly covering these 
events. 

Disasters and emergencies are. 
among the biggest stories cov- 


егей by journalists in the Visayas. 
Reporters last year extensively 
covered the Guinsaugon land- 
slide in Southern Leyte and the 
massive oil spills in Guimaras. 
‘While conscious of maintaining 
objectivity and detachment from 
the events they cover, reporters are 
not immune from mental and 
emotional stress that could result 
to trauma, said Dr. June Pagodu- 
an-Lopez, a trauma expert of the 
University of the Philippines De- 
partment of Psychology. 
Pagaduan-Lopez, one of the 
seminar speakers, said journal- 
ists were among the most vul- 
nerable to psychological trauma 
because they were expected to 
be present even in the most har- 
rowing experiences and events. 
“Journalists cannot be immune 
[to the impact of the disasters, 
armed conflicts and emergen- 


Care programs for reporters of disasters urged 


Pagaduan-Lopez said reporters could also 
experience “vicarious traumatization" for lis- 
tening to accounts of victims and survivors 
during interviews. The psychological and 
‘emotional impacts accumulate when these are, 
continuously suppressed, she said. 

“We don't know what toll it is taking on 
reporters,” she said, 

She said traumatic events could “shatter” 
the spiritual values and beliefs, as well as 
the sense of safety of a person. These also 
lead people to isolate themselves. 

Aside from debriefing sessions, news or- 
ganizations should 
also rotate the re- 
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She said she had known of 
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for a long time to remains of 
flood or landslide victims mani- 
fested signs of trauma only 
when they had returned to 
newsrooms or their homes. 
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GMA heeds 
Badawi call 
for peace 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana 


SYDNEY (VIA PLDT)—WITH MALAYSIAN 
Prime Minister Abdullah Badawi prodding 
her, President Macapagal-Arroyo said the 
Philippine government will resume peace 
talks with the Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front at "anytime." 

Ms Arroyo said Badawi urged her to resume 
the talks, derailed by the recent clashes in 
‘Mindanao, during their meeting on Saturday 
‘while they were waiting for the opening of the 
‘Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (Арес) 
summit at the Opera House here. The two 
leaders were scheduled to sit down for a for- 


| mal bilateral meeting yesterday outside the 


Apec venue. 

“He urged me to go back, I said yes, we will 
go back (to the peace table)" Ms Arroyo said in 
an interview with reporters in the presidential 
suite of the Four Seasons Hotel Saturday night 
after the dinner for Apec leaders and a cultural 
presentation at the Opera House that was fol- 
lowed by a spectacular fireworks display. 


Determined 
Malaysia hosts the peace negotiations be- 
tween the Philippines and the secessionist 


MILR 

“We already finished with our (meeting),” 
she said laughing, when reporters asked her 
‘what the agenda of her Sunday meeting with 
Badawi would be. 

“We talked about the peace process and 
мете going to resume it at anytime,” she said. 

"The President said Badawi was very keen 
оп having the peace talks resume. 

“Determined is the more descriptive word 
than optimistic because he wants—and we 
‘want—the peace talks to succeed,” she said. 

"The President said they discussed details of 
the peace process with the MILE 

“We talked about a few details of the issue 
but not about the end-game, the time (for the 
final peace agreement), we didn't talk about 
that,” she said 

‘Asked if she informed Badawi ofthe current 
military offensive against elements of the 
MILF and the Abu Sayyaf bandit group in Min- 
danao, she said: "He's very well aware [of 
фай” 
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CA upholds GMA 
civil case against 
TV host, ABS-CBN 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


THE COURT OF APPEALS HAS RULED IN FAVOR OF GMA NETWORK 
Inc. which filed a civil case against its rival television network, ABS- 
CBN Broadcasting Corp., for hiring actress Rosanna Roces as a show 
biz talk show host in 2004 despite the fact that she was still under con- 


tract with GMA. 


"It is a basic postulate that every person 
must, in the exercise of his rights and in the 
performance of his duties, act with justice, 
give everyone his due, and observe honesty 
and good faith. The same rule applies even 
in cases of business competition for if it 
were otherwise, then there would be chaos 
and anarchy in society,” the appellate court 
said in its Aug. 31 decision. 

The court upheld a Quezon City regional 
trial court ruling which denied a motion 
from ABS-CBN seeking to dismiss GMAS 
complaint. 

According to the appellate court, it found 
nomerit in ABS-CBN's argument that since it 
is a business rival of GMA, its interference in 
the latter's business relations was justifiable. 

It also dismissed ABS-CBN's contention 
that Roces contract with GMA could be con- 
sidered terminated after she announced that. 
she was retiring from the entertainment in- 


dustry, a move that GMA did not object to. 
Roces, Jennifer Molina in real life, had a 
contract with GMA to host the show biz talk 
show, “Startalk,” from March 2003 to 
March 2005. When she announced her re- 
tirement from the entertainment industry 
in July 2004, she still had eight months left 
in her contract, which also prohibited her 
from appearing on shows with the same 
format as Startalk without GMA's consent. 
GMA filed the civil suit against ABS-CBN 
for hiring Roces as a co-host for its show biz 
talk show, “The Buzz,” a few months after 
she said she was retiring from show busi- 
ness to spend more time with her family. 
Shortly after her announcement, ABS- 
CBN aired plugs announcing the actress’ 
appearance on "The Buzz." In December 
2004, it hired her to co-host the show de- 
spite a letter from GMA informing them of 
Roces’ existing contract with the network. 


Another student group seeks 
justice for UP hazing victim 


By Kenneth M. del Rosario 


MEMBERS OF THE STUDENT POLITICAL 
party at the University of the Philippines in 
Diliman, Quezon City, that suspected haz- 
ing victim Cris Anthony Mendez was affili- 
ated with, have called for justice for his 
death. 

The Pulse-NCPAG issued a statement last. 
week, nearly two weeks after Mendez died, 
following criticisms that it has not taken а 
stand on the incident, 

“Amidst our incalculable grief, we chose 
not to respond to politically and electroni- 
cally motivated insinuations that we are 
doing nothing. Instead, we chose to be with 
Cris’ family and loved ones in their decent 
but determined quest for justice,” it said. 

Mendez, a senior public administration 
student, was the representative of his col- 
Jege—the National College of Public Ad- 
ministration and Governance (NCPAG)—to 
the UP Student Council. He ran and won as 


councilor under Pulse-NCPAG. 

In a copy of the statement obtained by 
the INQuinza, Pulse-NCPAG expressed sor- 
row over Mendez's “untimely death which 
brought grief to everyone whose lives had 
been touched by the warmth he exuded 
and the conviction he embodied.” 

“His death was a profound loss and a gar- 
gantuan blow to us all who were his fellow 
travelers in his journey to becoming a great 
student leader. Now, Crisis gone. He is nev- 
er coming back home, he can no longer ful- 
fill his dreams for his family,” it added. 

Mendez, whom the police believe died of 
hazing-related injuries, was brought on 
Aug. 27 to the Veterans Memorial Medical 
Center where he was declared dead on ar- 
rival. An autopsy report said that he had 
been severely beaten up due to the numer- 
ous bruises all over his body. 

Investigators were checking reports that 
the victim joined the Sigma Rho fraternity 
before his death. 


Hope, a sigh of relief and a home 
for Smokey Mountain residents 


By Allison W. Lopez 


‘RESIDENTS OF SMOKEY MOUNTAIN IN 
‘Tondo, Manila, are heaving a sigh of relief 
following the recent Supreme Court deci- 
sion upholding the validity of the deal that 
transformed the former garbage dump into 
a housing project for scavengers. 

“Masaya kami kasi napatunayan na legal 
ang naging proseso sa Smokey Mountain. 
‘Maluwang ang pakiramdam, parang na-Sol- 
mux (an anticough medicine) na (We are hap- 
py because it was proven that the legal process 
was followed in Smokey Mountain. We feel 
relieved. Its like we took Solmux)," said Neni- 
ta Santiago, leader of the Smokey Mountain 
Alliance of Concerned Beneficiaries. 

In 2004, lawyer Frank Chavez ques- 
tioned the joint-venture agreement be- 
tween the National Housing Authority and 
R-II Builders Inc. Chavez said RBI, the pro- 
ject developer, could not acquire the public 
lands for the 31 high-rise housing units. 


mem à 
L Dip YOU KNOW | | 
OF ALL the regions in the Philippines, 
Metro Manila had the highest unemploy- 
ment rate (12.5 percent) in April 2007, 
followed by Central Luzon (10.2 percent). 
During the same period, the country had 
an unemployment rate of 7.4 percent. 
This means that about 2.7 million mem- 
bers of the country's labor force (which 
had 36.4 million members) had no jobs. 


Cyril L. Bonabente, Inquirer Research 


With the high courts ruling that the con- 
tract was "valid, legal and constitutional," the. 
residents said they could now breathe freely. 

Santiago's 36-square meter unit on the 
second floor of Building 15 may be a tight 
fit for her family of eight, but it has a small 
living room, a kitchen, toilet and bath and 
even a loft for the bedrooms. 

Now, all they have to worry about is their 
livelihood, a problem for majority of the com- 
munity's 25,000 residents, Santiago said. 

‘She complained that although most wom- 
en wanted to help augment their husbands 
incomes, they could not find jobs because of 
their lack of skills and job opportunities. 

“Sana matulungan kami sa livelihood, lalo 
na yung Tesda (Technical Education and 
Skills Development Authority) sa training (1 
wish Tesda could help with our livelihood 
problem, especially with training),” she said. 

Tesda, added Santiago, used to conduct 
livelihood courses in the area like paper 
flower making or food processing. There 
were also short seminars on making jewelry 
and throw pillows, which would have been 
useful but they didn't have the capital or a 
market for their products, Santiago added. 

As a result, most beneficiaries have a 
hard time paying the amortization for their 
houses, she told the INQUIRER. 

Despite financial constraints, Santiago 
said they felt luckier compared to other 

people who had no place of their own. 

“We're proud when people ask us where 
we live. Paradise Heights is really the name 
of the project but we call our group Smokey 

Mountain because we don't want to forget 
what we went through,” she said in Tagalog. 
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A man casts his fishing rod into the waters off Baywalk on Roxas Boulevard, hoping for a bite or two. 
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2 priests to be arraigne 


NO ROOM FOR TWO-WAY TRAFFIC 
From Rafael Cruz Jr. 40, Mabini St., Galas, Quezon City: “I am calling on the Metropolitan Manila 
Development Authority and the Quezon City government to please clear Jacinto Street in Barangay 
Dofia Aurora near the Quezon Institute. Here, you can find informal settlers, several vehicles no longer in 
use, small stores, car accessories stores and a vulcanizing shop encroaching on the street. Аз а result, 
Jacinto has become a one-way route for vehicles instead of the two-way streetthatitis" aucustonacauz 


Motorists' plea 
ASTREET crew digging near our subdivision here in 
Caloocan is causing traffic and other as- 
sorted problems. This has been reported 
before by motorists, but concerned au- 
thorities don't seem to care at all. 

ANGEL, 46, Camarin, Caloocan City 


| Attention, Muntinlupa City 


government officials! 
WHERE is the mayor of Muntinlupa or 
any of his officials? Do they ever visit the 


Unpleasant sight and sounds 
THERE are plenty of drunk vagrants at the back of the 
City College of Manila. You can also hear 
the sound of a car radio blaring loud 
broadcasts at around 6 p.m. which dis- 
turb not only passersby but tenants and 
residents on San Vicente and Marquina 
streets. 

JOHN CHUA, 42, Binondo, Manila 


Where are traffic aides? 
| WANT to report the heavy traffic on 


Quirino Highway in Baesa, Quezon City 

i 5 77 
whieh has been under etabitation ог [шашке Samai] Alabang area at al? Trae tere is su 
the two months now. No local govern- 0918-8985565 | especially in front of the 7-11 conve- 


ment official is doing his or her job to en- 
sure the smooth flow of traffic. Please 
help. Many thanks, 

‘ALBERT, 34, Quirino Highway, Baesa, Quezon City 


nience store and the barangay hall. These 
obstructions, including the sidewalk vendors, are al- 
ways the cause of traffic nightmares in the area. 
Please help us do something about this. 

NEREO, 40, GMA, Cavite 
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d on libel charges today 


By) Yap 


TWO CATHOLIC PRIESTS WHO 
accused a pulp and paper-milling 
company of polluting the air and 
water in Bislig City, Surigao del 
Sur, will be arraigned today on li- 
bel charges at a Makati court. 

Fathers Florio Falcon and Er- 
win Rommel Torres will enter 
their pleas to five and two 
counts of libel, respectively, be- 
fore Judge Alberico Umali of 
the Makati Regional Trial Court. 
Branch 138. 


The case stemmed from 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2007 


statements the priests made 
against Picop Resources Inc., 
accusing it of committing envi- 
ronment violations in Bislig, 
which they alleged had led to 
health ailments among resi- 
dents. 

Falcon, the parish priest of St. 
Vincent de Paul in Mangangoy, 
and Torres, his assistant, also 
led demonstrations in an at- 
tempt to force PRI to comply 
with environment laws, and at 
one point, wrote President 
Macapagal-Arroyo about the 
problem. 


Korean man jumps 
from 8th floor of 


condo unit 


By Allison W. Lopez 


A KOREAN TOURIST DIED 
shortly after midnight yester- 
day after he fell from the eighth 
floor of a condominium in what 
the police said was a case of sui- 
cide. 

The body of Choi Sue Shin, 
34, also known as Luigi Choi of 
Handong, South Korea, was 
found sprawled at 12:15 a.m. 
on the parking lot of the Legaspi 
Tower in Malate, Manila, where 
he was staying. 

Officer-on-case SPO2 Edgar- 
do Ko of the Manila Police Dis- 
trict homicide division said that 
Choi suffered multiple injuries. 

Initial investigation showed 
that Choi arrived in the country 
two months ago with his sister, 
Juliana Lee, as a tourist. He 
rented a unit on the eighth floor 
of the condominium while Lee 
stayed on the 15th floor with 
two Filipino friends identified 
as Corazon Ong and Lolit Can- 
dang. 

Candang told the police that 


in Malate 


shortly before the incident, 
Choi called her up and asked 
her to buy him three bottles of 
beer. She added that the request 
was not unusual since the vic- 
tim often drank alone in his 
room. 

Candang said that on her way 
back to the condominium after 
buying the beer at a conve- 
nience store, she heard a com- 
motion at the front desk. She 
then learned that Choi had 
jumped from the building. 

A security guard rushed the 
Korean to the Ospital ng Mayni- 
la but the victim died at 2:45 
a.m. while undergoing treat- 
ment. 

Ko said that several weeks 
ago, the victim, who was drunk, 
had tried to jump off the pent- 
house but was prevented from 
doing so by some people. 

The policeman added that 
despite evidence showing that 
the Korean had taken his life, 
investigators would still con- 
duct a probe to rule out foul 
play in the case. 


Discovering a diver’s marine life. 


The statements published in 
local papers, as well as their let- 
ter to the President, served as 
basis for the suit, which was 
filed on Aug. 2 after Depart- 
ment of Justice prosecutors 
found probable cause that libel 
was committed. 

‘Warrants for the arrest of Fal- 
con and Torres were issued by 
Umali on Aug. 7. 

On Aug. 14, Falcon posted a 
bail bond of P50,000 for his 
temporary liberty. Torres fol- 
lowed suit on Sept. 10 and post- 
ed a cash bond of P20,000. 
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Manila honors 


‘the Sword and the Pen’ 
MAYOR Alfredo Lim will lead the 
first-ever “Sword and Pen” cele- 
bration honoring two great 
Manilerios—Gen. Macario Sakay 
("sword") and National Artist for 
Literature Amado V. Hernandez. 
("pen"). The affair will be held on 
Sept. 13 at 9 a.m. at the Plaza Ama- 
do V. Hernandez on Chacon Street 
in Tondo, Manila. The program will 
include a wreath-laying ceremony, 
patriotic music by Banda ng Mayni- 
la and the distribution of pamphlets 
on the lives of the "Sword and Pen" 
heroes. Sakay was born in Tondo in 
1870. He joined the Katipunan and 
became a general of the Revolu- 
tionary Army of the First Philippine 
Republic. With other Katipuneros, 
he established the Republika ng 
Katagalugan and resisted the 
Americans in Cavite, Batangas and 
Parafiaque. Hernandez was born 
оп Sept. 13, 1903. He was a prolific 
poet, essayist, novelist, playwright 
and journalist, and the winner of 
numerous literary awards. His 
most famous work, “Isang Dipang 
Langit,” a collection of poems, was 
written in prison, He was married 
to zarzuela queen Atang de la Ra- 
ma. He died in 1970 and was 
posthumously proclaimed a Na- 
tional Artist. 
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WASHINGTON-—INTELLIGENCE EXPERTS 
scouring the latest video of Osama bin 
Laden for clues warned on Saturday that his 
message offers hints that al-Qaida is plan- 
ning another attack on US = =r ge 
interests. i H 

7n his first video appear- 
ance in three years, the elu- 
sive al-Qaida chief mocks 
the United States as “weak” 
and vows to escalate fight- 
ing in Iraq, all the while us- 
ing language similar to the | 
kind used ahead of other 
past attacks, 

‘At times, Bin Laden speaks 
directly to Americans, using 


to be crafted in a way as to be 
understood by the average 
person on the street in Europe or in the US,” 
said intelligence analyst Ben Venzke. 

‘The latest video “contains phrases . 
which serve as indicators that OBLs mes- 
sage is part of al-Qaida's efforts to fulfill its 
requirements to provide warning and a 
chance for the enemy to change its ways be- 
fore executing an attack,” Venzke said. 

However, the message, delivered days 
ahead of the sixth anniversary of the Sept. 
11, 2001 attacks on the United States in 
Which 3,000 people were killed, gives no 
clues “to indicate when an attack ... would 
be attempted,” he said. 

‘The language, saying peace will befall 
“he who follows the guidance,” mirrors that 
used in Bin Laden's “European truce offer" 
of April 2004 in which he said: “Peace upon 


video. 


DELLYS, ALGERIA—ALGERIA WAS ROCKED 
byits second suicide bomb attack in three days 
on Saturday when a blast ripped through a 
naval barracks, with an al-Qaida offshoot later 
claiming responsibility for the blast that killed 
at least 30 people. 

The north African branch of al-Qaida 
claimed responsibility for that attack and 
Thursdays apparent assassination at- 
tempt on President Abdelaziz Bouteflika 
in the eastern city of Batna, Al-Jazeera 
television reported Sunday citing a state- 


cause the 2004 message appealing to Eur 
peans to change their ways was the final 


plain language that "appears FHE “NEW” Bin Laden in latest 


Suicide bomb kills 30 in Algeria 


‘The similarity in terms is important be- 


эт тнт message aimed specifically 
j at Europeans before the Ju- 
ly 2005 bombings in Lon- 
don which killed 52 peo- 
ple, said Venzke of the Vir- 
|| ginia-based Intel Center. 

In the video, Bin Laden 
also discusses current 
events but issues no direct 
threats, and offers two 
ways of ending the Iraq 
war, according to a tran- 
script released by the US- 
based SITE Intelligence 
Group which monitors 1s- 
Tamic militant websites. 

“The firstis from our side, and it is to con- 
tinue to escalate the killing and fighting 
against you," he says. 

The second is to do away with the US 
democratic system of government, which 
he says merely serves the interests of major 
corporations. 

Bin Laden appears in the video with a 
trimmed beard that is apparently dyed 
black, hiding the streaks of gray seen in pre- 
vious footage, and wears a beige cloak over 
a white robe. 

‘According to Azzam Tamimi, head of the 
London-based Institute of Islamic Political 
Thought, the beard dye is a "sign of wan” 
‘The rigorous Salafi Islamic school to which 
Bin Laden belongs "condones this dye only 
in preparation for war” he said. ‘AFP 


ment posted on the Internet from the 
group. 

Most who died in Saturday's blast in the 
port town of Dellys, 70 km east of Algiers, 
were members of the coast guard, but the 
interior ministry said three civilians also 
died and many of the 47 wounded were al- 
so civilians. 

On Thursday, 22 people were killed and 
more than 100 wounded when a man ex 
ploded a device in a crowd waiting to meet 
Bouteflika in Batna. AFP 
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With today's crowded arena, creating brands that resonate genuine consumer 
needs and stand out amongst competition become a challenge. How do you 
systematically make strategic moves that render competilion irrelevant? 


The business arena is fair game to everyone. But some win and some do 
not. What makes winners win? 


PROGRAMME CONCEPT 
"Stand Out’ is the fusion of two strategic topics that features the rare tandem 
between the country's sole official lecturer on Blue Ocean Strategy, Josiah Go, and 
sought-after motivational speaker and best-selling author Francis Kong. 


KEY BENEFITS 


Your company will gain: 
-an appreciation of the revolutionary 
mindset that competition can indeed 

be made irrelevant with the creation of 
uncontested market space through the tools 
and frameworks embedded in Blue Ocean 
Marketing 

-greater individual contribution brought 
about by tools, behavior and altitude that 
create results, based on principles of 
intrapreneurship rooted on building lives as 
brands 


‘The participant will gain’ 
-understanding in using Blue Ocean 
Strategy tools and frameworks as the 
blueprint behind the formulation of 

a brand's short-term strategies and 
future direction 

-better awareness of perceiving 
oneself as a brand and employing 
strategies to accelerate career 
advancement but more importantly to 
creatively work with those who really 
matter. 


Full proceeds of 
this seminar will 
go to Markprof 
Foundation. 
(www markprot.org) 
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Pope blasts ‘selfish’ Europeans 
for not having enough 


children 
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MARIAZELL, .AUSTRIA—POPE 
Benedict XVI blasted Europeans 
for being selfish and not having 
enough children, in a sermon on 
Saturday at the 850-year-old 
pilgrimage site of Mariazell in 
Austria. 


"Europe has become child-poor. We want 
everything for ourselves and place litte trust 
in the future,” the Pope told a crowd of faithful 
from his canopied area at an open-air, after- 
noon Mass that took place under heavy rain. 

But Benedict held out hope, saying: “The 
earth will be deprived of a future only when 
the forces of the human heart and of reason 
illuminated by the heart are extinguished 
-.. Where God is, there is the future." 

‘The Pontiff had slammed abortion upon 
arriving in Austria Friday as the “very oppo- 
site” of human rights. 

"The fundamental human right, the presup- 
position of every other right, is the right to life 
itself” he told members of the government 
and the diplomatic corps at the Hofburg, the 
seat ofthe Austrian presidency in Vienna. 

‘Austrian Defense Minister Norbert Dara- 
bos said in a state television interview how- 
ever Saturday that the Austrian govern- 
ment would not call for a change in the 

* country’s law which allows abortions. 
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Editor Luverne B. Gueco 


POPE Benedict XVI celebrates Mass on 
Sunday in Vienna. The Pope is on a three-day 
Visit to Austria. » 


Meanwhile, in evening prayers at Mari- 
azell the traditionalist Pope defended chasti- 
ty for religious orders as a way for them to 
become “men and women of hope." 

Celibacy is not “individualism or a life of 
isolation" for priests, nuns and other reli- 
gious orders but "unreservedly" serving 
Сой апа having "deep relationships ... 
which they accept as a gift." 

"The Austrian Church has been wracked by 
several sex scandals involving priests and in an 
open letter to the Pope the liberal Austrian 
movement Wir sind Kirche (‘We are the 
Church") has called for the end of celibacy. AFP. 
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Portuguese police allow 
Maddie's parents to return home 
FARO, Portugal—The parents of missing British 
giri Madeleine McCann arrived at Faro airport 
‘Sunday to fly back to Britain after being named 
as suspects by Portuguese police and sharply 
criticizing the inquiry in media interviews. It had 
been thought that Gerry and Kate McCann had 
put plans to return to Britain on hold after being 
named as arguidos, or formal suspects in their 
daughter's disappearance by police on Friday. 
But an unnamed family source said that they had 
changed their minds after they were given the 
green light to go home by Portuguese authori- 
ties. The couple's daughter Madeleine, who 
‘would now be aged 4, disappeared from their 
holiday apartment in the resort on May З as her 
parents ate an evening meal with friends at a 
‘tapas bar just meters away. The McCanns, both 
doctors and aged 39, have based themselves in 
the resort ever since, launching a high-profile, 
worldwide appeal for her return which attracted 
‘support from figures including Pope Benedict 
XVI and footballer David Beckham. In recent 
days, though, both faced hours of questioning 
bý police last week and Kate McCann told 
Britain's Sunday Mirror newspaper that officers. 
had tried to persuade her to confess to acciden- 
tally killing her daughter. 

AFP 


Afghan suicide bombings rise, 
UN report shows 


KHOST, Afghanistan— Taliban insurgents car- 
ried out 103 suicide bombings in Afghanistan in 
the first eight months of 2007, a 69 percent in- 
crease over the same period last year, accord- 
ing to a UN report that is expected to be issued 
publicly on Monday (Tuesday in Manila). The 
record number of attacks killed more than 200 
people, 80 percent of them civilians. The report 
also found no evidence that suicide bombing 
technology was migrating from Iraq to 
‘Afghanistan, a major fear of Afghan and Ameri- 
can officials. Still, the statistics showed that 
‘Afghanistan endured the world's second-high- 
est number of suicide attacks in 2006 and so far 
in 2007, according to Mohammed M. Hafez, a 
visiting political science professor at the Unl- 
versity of Missouri, Kansas City, who tracks sui- 
cide bombings. Afghanistan trails only Iraq, 
where 290 suicide bombings were carried out 
from January through late July, he said. 

NYT 


FBI data mining reached 


beyond target suspects 
WASHINGTON—The FBI cast a much wider 
net in its terrorism investigations than it has 
previously acknowledged by relying on 
telecommunications companies to analyze 
phone-call and e-mail patterns of the associ- 
ates of Americans who had come under suspi- 
cion, according to newly obtained bureau 
records. The documents indicate that the FBI 
used secret demands for records to obtain da- 
ta not only on the person it was targeting but 
also details on his or her “community of inter- 
est"—the network of people that the target in 
turn was in contact with. The FBI recently 
stopped the practice in part because of broad- 
er questions raised about its aggressive use of 
the records demands, which are known as па- 
tional security letters, officials said on Friday 
after being asked about it. 


NYT 
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AUGUST oea cauz, 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


THE HEATED MATCH CALLED FOR ANOTHER 
review of the tape. 

But unlike in the firstround, the Archers. 
Ateneo Blue Eagles gained vindi- Chris Tiu buried a triple with 


cation just minutes after stunning 17.8 seconds left and the Eagles 
their fierce rivals La Salle Green EAGLES/ A30 
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Eagles nip Archers anew 


From page A29 


tumed back the Archers with a slim 89-87 triumph to 
claim a share of second place in the UAAP men's bas- 
ketball tournament yesterday at the jampacked Arane- 
ta Coliseum. 

It took several minutes before the Eagles savored 
their elimination-round sweep ofthe Archers. 

Rico Maierhofer seemingly beat the buzzer with a 
putback off JV Casio's missed jumper to forge an extra 
period, But a tape review of the contentious shot 
showed that Maierhofer failed to release the ball as 
time expired. 

“At least with this win, people recognize now that, 
no, we're not much better than them, but on these two 
particular nights we're much better than them,” said 
coach Norman Black, who emotionally punched the air 
for emphasis after the techni- 
cal committee officially 


STANDINGS W L 
UE 13 0 awarded the win to Ateneo. 
Memo 9 4 The rivalry between the 
lasale 9 $ | twoschoolstumed even more 
Ded bitter this season after the 
feram 7 6 | Archers placed under protest 
National 5 8 their first-round loss, 80-77 in 
Adamson 1 12 overtime, to the Eagles. 
w p Ittooka week before league 
Siue) | officials junked the Archer” 
Aie ma | complet and ruled that the 
vs Far Eastern Eagles did not violate a league 


rule on foreign players. 

* thought we won the first 
game and a lot of people 
questioned that because of 

the protest," said Black, whose Eagles tied the Archers 
in second place at 9-4. 

This time, the Eagles played catch-up in the second 
half as Tit hit 13 of his 19 points in the closing quarters. 

Yuri Escueta also delivered the big shots off the 
bench, including back-to-back triples that sparked the 
Eagles’ comeback from a 13-point deficit, 38-51, early 
in the third period. 

“Hard-fought game by both teams. Coming into the 
game, I thought we could beat them again. A lot of 
people thought we might get blown out in this game. 
"The guys showed a lot of character and they really 
played hard. All the credit goes to the players.” 

* Earlier, the Santo Tomas Tigers clobbered the Adam- 
: son Falcons, 74-62, to secure at least a playoff for the 
‘inal Four with an 8-5 record. 


4pm—la Salle vs 
Univ. of the East 


Change of Fortune for ‘new’ Viloria | 


1 EXPECT FORMER WBC LIGHT FLY- 
t weight champ Brian Viloria to be a 
$ better fighter with former Manny Pac- 
? quiao conditioning coach Justin For- 
$ tune now handling his training at the 
3 Pound-for-Pound gym in Los Angeles. 
Viloria confirmed Fortune's new 
role yesterday as he pursues his bid to 
get back to the ring this November. 


“Brian looked a little big, he must be 
walking around 125 Ibs,” said a source 
‘who saw Viloria at the gym Saturday. 

“Не said he plans to campaign in 
the 112 Ibs division, depending on 
who he will be fighting.” 

Meanwhile, 
likes Pacquiao's chances against Mar- 
o Antonio Barrera when they meet 
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SPORTS 


AS La Salle coach Franz Pumaren (right) signals a defensive ploy, Ateneo's Eman Monfort tries to drive past 


the Archers’ Bader Malabes and Pocholo Villanueva (left) in yesterday's game. 


Jervy Cruz kept the defending champions in the 
hunt with 24 points, 18 rebounds and two blocks. 

Before Тш game-winning shot, the sweet shooting 
guard had also nailed three triples—the third pushing 
Ateneo within 63-59 late in the third quarter. 

‘An Eric Salamat triple and back-to-back buckets by 
Jobe Nkemakolam gave the Eagles their first lead, 66- 
65, since the opening canto. 

But the Archers pulled away again with a 7-0 run for 
a 73-66 edge before Ford Arao and Salamat rallied to 
knot the contest at 75. 

JV Casio responded for the Archers in the final two 
minutes, firing five straight points to give the Archers 
their last taste of the lead, 87-86, with 56.6 ticks left. 


ed as saying by the source. 


Fortune said he still 


October 2007 Course Offerings: 


18TH MARKETING & 


SALE 


You face new challenges like translating marketing and sales strategy 
n with your people, getting commitment 
ts, communicating to subordinates, peers 


into a meaningful connect 
from the sales force and 


as well as bosses. You are also forced to make quick decisions based on 
incomplete information, yet, what happens if you “drop the ball” and 
start fire fighting, slowing things down instead of doing things that 


really makes the difference in the first place? 


In the end, it comes down to building marketing capabilities, in order to have excellence in EXECUTION as 
a competitive advantage, bringing to life the marketing plan, as well as solving issues not anticipated earlier in 


the plan. 


S IMPLEMENTATION 


—— —(BY JOSIAH GO) 
OCT. 4-5, 2007 (8:30 A.M. TO 5:30 P.M), MANDARIN ORIENTAL HOTEL, MAKATI CITY 
Convert your marketing plan into outstanding performance! 

i NS the manager ofa marketing or sales unit. In this day and 

age, you are multi-tasked and you wear more and more hats 
simultaneously - planner, implementer, influencer, collaborator, coach 
and motivator all at the same time. You face uncertainties and have 
limited time to act in an increasingly fast-paced environment, how do 
you get the job done right and promptly the first time? 


th How 


Set-up a Distributor Network Oct. 4-5, 2007 
| | эта енесіе Nes. 


22nd Key Account Management Oct. 9-10, 2007 


ла Brand Engagement 
Communicating and 


For complete 2007 schedule of seminars, course outlines, fees, group discounts and other 
0918-81-168-88 


please visit our website at www.mat 


or call Alicé Torres at telefax 


Platinum Spons 


ABENSON 
Busines Mork 


Official Media Partners: 


sting and Influencing Skills Oct. 4-5, 2007 


divoling Your Brand Oct 11-12, 2007 


mith.net 


828 Marketing Oct. 11-12, 2007 


22nd Trade Marketing Oc. 17-18, 2007 


nail info@mansmith.net, t 


os. (02) 722-2318 
ман 


Mansmith and Fielders, Inc. 
Helping your marketing and sales teams soar! 
#14 Ilang-ilang St, GF Waters Center, New 
www.mansmith.net 


Manila, Quezon City 1112 


again on Oct. 6 in Las Vegas, Nevada. 
“1 know Manny pretty well, and he 
will go for the kill," Fortune was quot- 


Fortune, however, was not im- 
pressed at all by Pacquiao's decision to 
train in the Philippines, saying that 
“there's too much distraction there." 
Salven L. Lagumbay, Contributor 


‘and Discipline of Field Self Management Oct. 11-12, 2007 


inquiries, 


 AUGUSTDELACRUZ. 


And the Archers seemed headed for the win as rook- 
ie Nonoy Baclao turned the ball over in the Eagles next 
possession, before Tiu came to Ateneo's rescue. 

The scores: 

First Game 

UST 74— Cru 24, Ababou 11, Мата, Alera 8, Cuan б. Dizon 4, Taylor 
4. Cartas 4, Scot 3, Gie 1, Basa O. Soriao 0, Bada O, Espirit 0, Cortez 0. 

ADAMSON 62—Cafiads 12, 12, Coina 11, Hugratan 11, 
Canuday 7. Gonzaga 5, Yambot 4, байа 0, Dela Paz O, Aguilo 0, Margallo û, 
rez O. Santos O. Gorospe 0. 

Quarters 1616, 32-24 50-30, 74-52 

Second Game 

ATENED 89- Tu 19, Arao 18, Escueta 16, Salamat 15, Nkemakolam 
"10 Reyes 4. Long 3. Bacio 2, A-Hussan 2, Моо 0, Late 0. 

LASALLE 87 Maerboier 24, Viarueva 18, Tang 15. Malabes 11, lad 
9 Caso 5. Walsham 3, Ferdinand 2. Akins 0, Lee 0, Mangahas 0, Cua Ù. 
Quarters: 15-18, 38-44, 64-64, 89.87 
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2 more cagers 


with Filipino 


roots seeking 
SEAG berths 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


THE PHILIPPINE TEAM CONTINUES TO 
get a boost from the international pipeline. 

“Two more overseas-bom players with Fil- 
ipino roots are hoping to land slots in the all- 
amateur squad that will see action in the Thai- 
land Southeast Asian Games in December. 

FiLAmerican Kevin Dalafu and Filranian 
Amir Mazarei will try out for the team when it 
resumes training at 11 a.m. today at the Rizal 
Coliseum. 

Dalafu, a 6-foot-2 guard, played for the Van- 
guard University of Southern California. 

The 5-foot-11 Mazarei, who arrived Satur- 
day night, suited up for the University of Red- 
lands in Thousand Oaks, California. 

Mazarei set a single-game record of 57 
points and averaged four triples a game for his 
school. The 22-year-old cager also averaged 
248 points to earn a spot in the first team of 
the Southern California Inter-Collegiate Ath- 
letic Conference. 

Fil-Am Gabe Norwood, a 6-footS guard, 
earlier expressed interest to don the national 
colors again after playing for the San Miguel- 
RP squad in the Fiba Asia championship in 
Tokushima, Japan, last July. 

“With the departure of most top PBL players 
to the pro ranks, we really need to beef up our 
team,” said Mikee Romero, Harbour Centre 
owner and SEAG project manager. “If theyre 
really good, then we will take them." 

Only Jason Castro, PBL. back-to-back Most 
Valuable Player, and 6-foot-6 center Beau Bel- 
ga are assured of slots in the national team 
mentored by Junel Baculi. 

Former Purefoods point guard Boyet 
Bautista and Erick Rodriguez of Toyota Bal- 
intawak are also expected to join the tryouts. 

Meanwhile, the PBL has seta Sept. 24 dead- 
line for the submission of rookie draft applica- 
tions. The draft is slated Sept. 28. 


‘hidden’ 


LOS ANGELES—IT WOULD BE TERRIBLY 
unwise of Marco Antonio Barrera to kil 
himself preparing for a two-fisted roller 
coaster in his next fight. 

Manny Pacquiao, a marked southpaw, 
may indeed throw more right hands come 
Saturday, Oct. 6 in Las Vegas. But if Barrera 
bothers to put his over-abused nose closer to 
the video screen, he would discover that the 
dreaded right hand was already there when 
Pacquiao ran him over in November 2003. 
| fin doubt, Barrera could go send one as- 
sistant to the Wild Card gym here where 
theres a yellowish full newspaper page 
pasted on the right wall, immediately after 
the door, detailing the gory presence of the 
right hand nose-crusher in their first en- 
counter in Texas. 

les, of course, unclear whether the Pac- 
quiao right shot came in the form of a hook 
or a jab, but the impact of the blow pitifully 
distorted Barreras handsome profile be- 
yond recognition. 

That said, we take this opportunity to 
inform Señor Barrera he should start 
preparing for a Pacquiao hidden weapon. 
| ` No, correction. This one that ultimately 
| pened the door to Barrera's lamentable 

defeat four years ago is not exactly secret. 

Butifit should now loom like a mystery, 
| a fleeting midnight blade landing like a 

lightning bolt, it's because of the dumb 
fact Barrera et al had overlooked it. 

Instead of Pacquiao's over-hyped new 
shot—the right hook, which had at one 
time been associated with the disloyal 
Manila Ice—Barrera should come ready 
to duck the Big Jab. 

Whether Barrera likes it or not, he will 
be standing up before a two-handed up- 
heaval in Pacquiao. 

Its, of course, hard to tell whether that 
storm could complete the devastation or 
dissipate ahead, given Pacquiao's uneven 
training regimen that saw him bolting 
perfect Wild Card to keep love fires burn- 
ing athome. 

Anyway, credit for exposing the hidden 
Pacquiao weapon goes to John Chavez who, 
writing for Boxing News, went off the beat- 
en track to give The Jab its rightful place in 
the Sweet Science: 
| "While there's been so much emphasis on 
Pacquiao's power punches in recent times, 
its the simplest and subtle things in his arse- 
nal that truly make him special ... Its funny 
how even at the highest levels in boxing, the 
simplest punch is still and will always be the 
most important.” 

Touché. 

Now, lets call in the inimitable Hermie 
Rivera, who bothered to lend us his observa- 
tion from his love nest in San Jose, in the 
process confirming how trainer Freddie 
Roach hed also given credit to Pacquiao's 
phantom jab: 


Roach, Rivera confirm Pacquiao | 


weapon 


Recab Trinidad 


“If Manny starts out with his usual 
dose of non-stop punching, then a short- 
ened evening is in store for Marco who's 
in a grind himself sweating his butt off at 
a Guadalajara gym. 

"Midway into their arduous workouts, 
1 still can't see how Barrera can avenge 
his knockout by Pacquiao. Unless he has 
grown a third arm and a leg to boot. 

“Buoyed by the expert handling of 
Freddie Roach and Buboy Fernandez, the 
southpaw terror is on track to reassert his 
dominance of the Mexican three-time 
champ. 

“at best, Barrera will find it discomfit- 
ing—at worst difficult—once Pacquiao 
‘opens up with his long list of stinging 
hooks and straights set up by his wicked 
jabs. 

“Any fighter leading with the jab can 
execute the knockout drills polished in 
the workouts,” says Freddie. 

“You can bet the house Marco would 
be looking for ways to surprise Manny in 
their re-acquaintance shindig. 

“Manny's powerful strikes hurt Marco 
in their first encounter, forcing his han- | 
dlers to stop it in the 11th round. 

“He was staggered repeatedly by solid 
shots unleashed without let-up by the Fil- 
pino crackerjack. 

"This time, expect Marco to seek des- | 
perate means to eke out an upset over his 
hard-hitting rival. 

"To execute such plan, Barrera must 
engage Pacquiao early and whack away 
at every turn to exact maximum dam- 
age—else he'll be in pasture posthaste. 

“Ironically, a defeat could revive Mar- 
соз stalled drive to earn a law degree, an 
avid wish sidetracked by his 11th round 
collapse at San Antonio's Alamodome. 

“If Barrera gets blown out again, 
maybe he can seek solace in the succes- 
sional defense of his future clients. 
Against Manny—he’s defenseless. 

"While Barrera was consistent in win- 
ning most of his fights, there's something 
vital that he must do but didn't in their 
first war. 

“He must avoid standing in front of 
Manny and getting an abundance of 
heavy jolts sans the obligatory counter- | 
poise. I'm sure Barrera's handlers know 
about this fistic gaffe by now. 

“Now we are looking at a healthy Pac- 
quiao and this means the Pinoy mangler 
is all set to repeat his enthralling stop- 
page of the vengeance-seeking Barrera.” 
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Parker tows France past Germany 
MADRID, SPAIN—LITHUANIA AND SLOVENIA 
reached the European championship quarterfinals 
after winning second-stage group games Saturday. 
Unbeaten Lithuania forged a hard-fought 79-74 
win over Olympic run- 
ner-up Italy while 
Slovenia kept a perfect 
record with a 66-51 
Victory over Turkey. 
Also, Tony Parker 
‘scored 23 points and 
France defeated Ger- 
many, 78-66, moving 
closer to a place in the 
last eight. 

Florent Pietrus and 
Tariq Kirksay both added 12 points for France, 
while Dirk Nowitzki led Germany with 28 points. AP 


£ 
PARKER 


A-Rod scores milestone 

KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI—ALEX RODRIGUEZ 
hit his 50th and 51st home runs of the season 
here Saturday as the New York Yankees demol- 
ished the Kansas City Royals, 11-5. 

Rodriguez, an 11-time All-Star, posted his. 
eighth multi-homer game of the season and has 
now homered in four straight games. He be- 
comes the first Yankees player to eclipse the half- 
century mark since Roger Maris and Mickey 
Mantle both accomplished the feat in 1961. 

He has 49 home runs as the third baseman, 
which breaks the major league record. Mike 
Schmidt hit 48 for the Philadelphia Phillies in 
1980 and Adrian Beltre matched it in 2004 with 
the Los Angeles Dodgers. AFP 


Alonzo takes Monza pole 
MONZA, ITALY—FERNANDO ALONSO STAYED 
focused on his task 
‘Saturday, clinching 
pole position in qualify- 
ing for this weekend's 
Italian Grand Prix. 
Alonso's teammate 
Lewis Hamilton was 
second, giving McLaren Б 12 
the top two starting Bak „ 
spots for the fifth time ыл шу, 
in 13 races. AP ALONSO зел 


LEMONT, ILLINOIS—STEVE STRICKER EA- 
gled the eighth hole to keep pace with Tiger 
Woods, then surged ahead with birdie 
chances on every hole in a round of 7-under 
64 Saturday that left him tied with Aaron 
Baddeley in the BMW Championship. 
Baddeley birdied his final two holes for a 
65 that allowed him to join Stricker at 15- 
under 198 and play in the final group. 
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Henin bags US Open title 


NEW YORK—TOP-SEED- 
ed Justine Henin capped 
a dominant run and over- 
whelmed No. 4 Svetlana 
Kuznetsova, 6-1, 6-3, Sat- 
urday night to win her 
second US Open title and 
seventh major champi- 
onship overall. 


Henin, who also won the 2003 
Open, did not drop a set all tourna- 
ment and became the first woman to 
win a Grand Slam after beating both 
Williams sisters along the way. 

“Thad two amazing weeks,” Henin 
said, “and played my best tennis.” 

The only help Henin needed was 
when she got a boost from a couple of 
fans while she climbed into the stands 
to greet her coach after the match 
ended. 

Kuznetsova matched the fewest 
number of games for a US Open wom- 
en's runner-up in the past 31 years, 


Men’s final: Federer vs Djokovic 


NEW YORK—ROGER FEDERER 
moved within one victory of his 
fourth straight US Open title, beat- 
ing No. 4 Nikolay Davydenko, 7-5, 
6-1, 7-5, Saturday to stretch his 
winning streak at Flushing Mead- 
ows to 26 matches. 

Federer, who will be seeking to be- 
соте the first man to win four consec- 
utive US championships since Bill 
Tilden in 1925, will face No. 3 Novak 


making Henin work for less than 1 
1/2hours. 


while going 50-4 at 11 tournaments. 

Against Kuznetsova, Henin fin- 
ished with a 25-11 edge in 

winners and saved all 

six break points she 
faced, including three 
in the final game. 

She showed off all as- 
ects of her versatile game, 
om volleys—winning the 

point on 13 of 16 trips to 
the net—to passing 
shots on the run to 
returns of serve, 


T 


“1 hope to be back with a 
better game in the final 
next time," the Rus- 
praising ж, 

her opponent for *an $ Д au 
unbelievable touma- Af 
ment.” Ya Ё 

It was reminiscent of. үздү. © 
some of Henin's past ¢ 
routs in major finals, 
including dropping 
three games to 


Ana Ivanovic punctuating 
while winning most with 
a third consec- shouts of 
utive French „ “Allez” 
Open title in Henin 
June, and ai missed her 
ceding two 7 trademark 
games to Mary backhand on 
Pierce at Roland the — match’s 
Garros in 2005. ' first two points, 
The victory gave = Ny then went to 
Henin her second major е jy work, taking nine 
title of the year and a of the next 10 


tour-leading seven titles points while going 


Djokovic, who earlier Saturday over- 
came the late summer heat and hu- 
midity of New York City to beat 15th- 
seeded David Ferrer, 6-4, 6-4, 6-3. 

"Tm always very well-prepared for 
the majors. I know what it takes,” Fed- 
егег said. "When the second week 
comes around, I play my best.” 

In Sunday's championship match, 
Federer will face the only man to beat 
him over the past three month 


“1 guess the best players of the sum- 
mer are in the final,” said Federer, all 
too aware that he lost to Djokovic at a 
hard-court event in Montreal in early 
August. 

That was Djokovics big break- 
through: He also beat Rafael Nadal 
and Andy Roddick there, becoming 
the first man in 13 years to beat Nos. 
1-3 in the rankings at a single touna- 
ment. AP 


up 4-0. Even when she faltered, dou- 
bie-faulting twice in a row at 3-0, she 
recovered to hold, throwing herself 
into а 177 kph (110 mph) service 
winner and a 158 kph (98 mph) sec- 
ond-serve ace. 

Henin ended any debate over who 
would be the player of the year by 
adding a second US Open title to the 
fourth French Open championship 
she snared in June, crowning a year 
that began with both a divorce and a 
reconciliation with her family. 

“Tm just feeling happy. And the fact 
that I have my family back in my life 
helps a lot,” the world number one 
added. “They give mea lot of support. 
Tm feeling in peace with myself and 
that’s a very important feeling for 
me.” 

*Not a lot of people thought I could 
win this Open with the draw I had 
and I did. Its amazing for me,” Henin 
said. "I hope I can keep a lot of confi- 
dence from this tournament. Beating 
Venus and Serena and winning today 
this way, this gives me a lot of confi- 
dence.” AB AFP 


FEDERER 


Stricker, Baddeley share lead; Tiger still 1 down ru ng about hair restoration? 


Stricker, who won the first of the US PGA 
Tour's “playoffs” at The Barclays for his first 
victory in 6 1/2 years, is in position to take 
a commanding lead in the chase for the 
FedEx Cup, with Woods or the absent Phil 
Mickelson having to win the Tour Champi- 
onship to catch him. 

Baddeley who won in Phoenix earlier 
this year, was а forgotten figure on the back 


nine even though he was always in range. 
Then came a 30-foot birdie putt on the 17th 
hole, followed by an approach into 5 feet at 
the last to get into the final group. 

‘Woods never looked more subdued after 
a 65 that kept him one stroke off the lead, 
but he missed only one fairway and two 
greens, and figured his putter kept him 
from one of his best scores of the year. АР 


Go where the doctors go. 


PINEDAHAIR 


Ter 


GAMES WEDNESDAY (Ninoy Aquino Stadium) 
2p.m.—UM vs STI (Game 2) 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


STI FASHIONED OUT AN 86-72 DEMOLI- 
tion of University of Manila Sarurday 
night to move to within a victory of clinch- 
ing the National Athletics Association of 
Schools, Colleges and Universities (Naas- 
cu) men's basketball championship at the 
Ninoy Aquino Stadium. 

Haddi Porto, a starting guard last sea- 
son whose playing time dwindled with 
the arrival of new recruits, picked a fit- 
ting moment to shine when he unloaded 
21 points to key the Scorpions victory at 
the start of the best-of-three title series. 

The win put STI on thé threshold of its 
first ever title after finishing second to 
fallen defending champion AMA last 
year. 

“We are closer to the goal but we can't 
just count UM out,” said STI coach Vie 
Ycasiano. “We need to remain focused all 
the more.” 

Porto scored most of his points in the 
second quarter where the Scorpions 
buckled down to work after the Hawks 
had dictated the pace to take a 20-15 


Porto stars as STI crushes || £s 
UM, nears Naascu crown 


VEHICLE 


lead at the end of the first period. 
While UM concentrated on gunners 
Dexter Micutuan, Raymond Tiongco, 


USED CAR. 
WARRANTY 
EDSA AUTO EXCHANGE 
VISIT OUR SHOV/ROOM AT 
199 EDSA Brgy. Wack Wack. 
Mandaluyong City 
Southbound before SEC and POEA 
CALL OR TEXT 
727-1397 726-1208 
09209037858 09228331441 
sevw.eaxcan.com. 


6 mos. AFTER 2,600 grafts 
(about 6,000 hairs) 
We at Pineda Hair Clinics specialize in hair transplants. Dr. Pineda is a 
Beverly Hills trained hair transplant surgeon and has done over 4000 
patients himself: 
We specialize in Hair Problems: We use the latest techniques: 
* We reconstruct eyebrows, Follicular unit transplant 


sideburns, moustache Multilinear hairline grafts 
* We cover scars on hair * Up to 3000 plus grafts in 


BEFORE hair transplant 


Mark Balneg and Howard Flor, Porto 
caught fire with his jumpers and fast- 
break plays. 

Tiongco, one of the three big acquisi- 
tions from other leagues, still managed 
to score 16 points, while Micutuan fin- 
ished with nine markers. Balneg and Flor 
played decoy most of the time and ended 
up scoring seven and six points, respec- 
tively. 

The Hawks, back in the finals after a | 
year’s absence, tried to fight back 
through Frank Bonus, Onofre Napiza and 
Russen Assuncion but there was no stop- 
ping the Scorpions, who sealed the win 
with a 24-point scoring rampage in the 
fourth quarter. 


GOLF 


CLUB FITTING 


PING Authorized Fitting Center 


bearing areas 1 session 

* We recreate natural looking» Trichophytic closure 
hairlines * No bandage after surgery 

+ We restore bald and thinning. May shower after 8 hours 
areas 


Our results are: 
« Permanent * Maintenance free « Grows naturally using your own hair 


Call now to schedule your consultation with the doctor himself. 


PINEDAHAIR CLINIC 


MAKATI 
Medical Towers Мак 
Room 612, Rufino Street 

(02) 812 0691 wwwpinedahaircom. 


(082) 221 2682 


Joy Tolentino poured in 26 points on 
top of 16 rebounds as Centro Escolar out- 
classed AMA, 76-62, to clinch the wom- 
en's title in the second game. Tolentino 


ФА 


bagged ће MVP award. 

St. Clare banked on Roy Urbano, Aries 
Parinas and Nico Rallos to turn back five- 
time defending champion University of 
Manila, 88-76, and capture the junior 
championship. 


SPORTSWATCH 


Davis Cup team at PSA Forum 
MEMBERS AND OFFICIALS OF THE RP DAVIS 
Cup team, the coming fourth leg of the Hitachi 
National Criterium Grand Prix and Games and 
Amusements Board (GAB) chair Eric Buhain 
are all gracing this week's session of the PSA 
Forum Tuesday at the Shakey's UN Avenue 
branch. The Davis Cup team will discuss its 
chances against Kuwait in their coming Davis 
Cup tie on Sept. 21-23 in Kuwait. Aired live. 
overdzSR Sports Radio 918 and sponsored by 
Shakey's and Pagcor, the weekly forum starts 
at 10:30 a.m. 


SJC stakes P2-M prize 

NO LESS THAN P2 MILLION IN GUARANTEED 
prize awaits the winners of the SJC 2nd Anniver- 
‘sary 6-stag derby today at San Juan Coliseum. 
The three-day stagfest will be hosted by SJC 
‘owner Rodolfo Pineda and backed up by Sagu- 
paan Complexor 3000. Entry fee is P15,000. An 


impressive list of sabong champions will see ac- 
tion today, among them Gerry Ramos, Sam 
Mendoza, Wiliam Go, Allan Siaco, Rep. Gerry 
"Boy" Espina, Boy Marzo, Kabu Taniguchi, Os- 
ang dela Cruz, Boy de Roca, sabong idol Patrick 
Antonio, Pol Estreliado, Benjie Lim, Danny Ty, 
Luding Candelaria, Sonny Lagon, Mayor Buddy 
Dunca and Rio Salceda, among others. For more 
inquiries, please call 725-5369 and 725-8 


Stagfest championship round on 
AMAD SCRAMBLE FOR THE TITLE LOOMS 
today when the championship round of Stag Fes- 
tival 5-stag derby gets under way at Roligon Mega. 
Cockpit. Twenty-two participants with two wins 
‘each so far lead the qualifiers, among them Terry 
‘Santos, Pol Derpo, Dong Lacson, Art de Castro, 
Daniel Jimenez, Glen Tan, Jo Bautista, Cesar Pe- 
draja, Ruben Rabutin, Moling Dorado, Noli 
Bautista, Bebot Reyesand Ricky Peleya. Total 
guaranteed prize is P1.5 million. Meanwhile, 
Roligon's No Entry Fee Fastest Win One-Cock 
“Ulutan” returns on Sept. 18 with P100,000 at 
stake. A total of 165 entries were registered last 
‘Aug. 28. For inquiries, call 8512275 and 8529812. 


PENREX as Best 
New Product of 


Three couples. Three photos. Three stages of enduring romance 
All of them portraying one thing - the unmistakable signs of mutual satisfaction. 
Indeed, the 


icret to a long-lasting relationship. 


Boost your Sexual Performance 


"hs 
ddl 
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HERBAL SUPPLEMENT FOR MEN 


Y Guaranteed Sate 
У No Palpitations 
V No Side Effects 
BFAD Approved CPR# FR - 57565 
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Angeles U tossers whip Cavite SL foes 

ANGELES UNIVERSITY FINISHED OFF CAVITE SCHOOL OF LIFE IN 
straight sets, 25-8, 25-22, yesterday to stay unbeaten in Group C of the 
Petron Treats Boys’ Volleyball League at the Colegio de San Lorenzo 
Complex in Quezon City. Other results: Canossa Academy d. Ateneo, 
25-15, 25-16; UE d. Lourdes School-Manda, 25-13, 15-14; St. Mary's 
QC d. St. Joseph, 25-21, 17-25, 25-21. Marlon Bernardino, Contributor 


NAGA MILO MARATHON 


Peñalosa, 


NAGA CITY, CAMARINES SUR—A FARM- 7 
ег son and an aspiring teacher ruled the 
Naga qualifier of the 31st National Milo 
Marathon yesterday. 

Franklin Pefialosa and Adamson University 
education graduate Айуп Morillo won 
P10,000 each and advanced to the 42K grand 
finals set Nov. 18 in Manila. 

‘The 30-year-old Peñalosa encountered little 
‘opposition to finish the 21-kilometer race in 1 
hour, 15 minutes and 44 seconds. 

Morillo beat 18-year-old Mary Grace Caritas 
of Daet, Camarines Norte, who clocked 
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orillo show ‘em 


2:05.57. Lourdes Anchuvas of Pili, Camarines 
‘Sur, was third in 2:26.32. 

“pinaghandaan ko talaga ito (I prepared 
hard for this),” said Peñalosa, who hails from 
this city where his father tends a farm. 

Peñalosa placed fourth in last year's race 
won by Antonio Nulial, 23, of Oas, Albay. 

Nulial checked in second this time in 
1:17.53, followed by Juny Rex Carreon in 
1:18.18. They won P7,000 and P5,000, re- 
spectively. 

“Pinilit kong habulin pero mabilis (I tried to 
run after him but he was fast),” said Nulial, a 


senior criminology student at the University of 
Northeastern Philippines in Iriga City. 

The second and third placers likewise made 
itto the grand finals. 

A total of 4,500 runners from six provinces 
їп the Bicol region answered the 6 a.m. start- 
ing gun fired by Naga City Sports Council pres- 
ident Pedro Lee and assisted by Pat Goc Ong, 
Milo events executive director, and regional 
sales manager Arlyn de Jesus. 

Hostilities shift to Albay province for the 
Legazpi leg on Sunday before the series goes to 
San Pablo City on Sept. 23. 


Girlstown tops 
Little Olympics 


SISTERS OF MARY-GIRLSTOWN, BOOST- 
ed by victories in football and sepak 
takraw, reclaimed the high school overall 
championship at the close of the 2007 Mi- 
lo Little Olympics yesterday at the Mariki- 
na Sports Park. 

The Cavite-based Girlstown won the ti- 
tle with 15 gold, 6 silver and 6 bronze 
‘medals for their 19th title in 20 years. 

Deposed champion SOM Boystown 
could only muster bronze medals in foot- 
ball and sepak takraw and placed second 
to its sister school with a 13-9-3 output. 

Sports equipment worth P40,000 and 
a trophy await the champions during the 
formal awarding ceremonies on Sept. 13 
at the Manila Pavilion Hotel. 

Boystown will receive P20,000 worth 
of sports gear and a trophy. 

In the elementary level, AC Herrera ES 
(9-5-7) overtook St. Paul-Pasig (8-7-5) 
and first-weekend leader Valenzuela Cen- 
tral (6-0-2). Pending the final results in 
badminton and lawn tennis, however, no 
winner could be declared yet. 
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Gov't defers sale of SMC, Meralco stakes 
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{See stock market report on Page B4) 


Cautious trading seen 


‘TRADING IS LIKELY TO HIT A CAUTIOUS 
note this week as investors await the ver- 
dict on former President Joseph Estrada's 
plunder case and developments in global 
financial markets, analysts said. 

АВ Capital Securities wrote in a weekly 
reportto clients that market players were 
also waiting for the Sept. 18 meeting of the 
US Federal Open Market Committee on 
whether or not to cut its federal funds rate. 

Late last week, US Fed Chair Ben 
Bernanke reassured the markets that he 
was aware of the current credit turmoil, 
market volatility, and its potential to un- 
dermine the broad economy. This was in- 
terpreted by most as a hint that the Fed 
will be making a rate cut. 

"More data will be needed and a key da- 
ta will be the US jobs data. If they will an- 
ounce a low number and a rise in the un- 
employment rate, then this will add more 
pressure on the Fed to cut (interest rate)," 
AB Capital Securities wrote. 

Overnight Friday, however, Wall Street. 
shares fell as data showed a surprise de- 
cline in US payrolls, the first in four years, 
fanning fears that the world's biggest 
economy was slowing. 

The Dow Jones Industrial Average tum- 
bled 214.28 points (1.6 percent) to 13,149.07 
and the Nasdaq slid 54.25 points (2.08 per- 
cent) to 2,560.07. Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


Move due to unfavorable market conditions ETT mmusissu | 7 d 


By Michelle V. Remo 


AS CONCERNS OVER THE US SUBPRIME MARKET 
crisis spilled over to the local equities market, the na- 
tional government has moved the sale of its stakes in 
Manila Electric Co. and San Miguel Corp. to 2008. 


Despite the delay, the Depart- 
ment of Finance said the govern- 
ment was still poised to exceed its 
privatization revenue target for this 
year by more than P50 billion, say- 
ing there were still high-value as- 
sets in the pipeline for the remain- 
der of the year. 

Global equities markets suffered 
heavy selling in the wake of the 
credit crunch caused by the worsen- 
ing US subprime crisi 


Since the subprime woes were 
magnified іп July, Philippine stock 
prices wiped out the record gains 
registered in the first half of 2007. 

Aside from the unfavorable mar- 
ket condition, unfinished discus- 
sions between the government and 
various farmers’ groups on the use 
of the proceeds from the sale of the 
San Miguel stake were delaying its 
privatization. 

Even excluding its 24-percent 


stake in San Miguel and 12-percent 
interest in Meralco ftom this year's 
privatization program, the DOF 
said the government was still likely 
to raise P86.1 billion before the 
year ends. This would be much 
higher than the official revenue tar- 
get of raising P25.6 billion from pri- 
vatization this year. 

From Januaty to July, the govern- 
ment raised P42.9 billion from the 
sale of its entire 46-percent stake in 
Philippine Telecommunications In- 
vestment Corp. (PTIC), a 20-percent 
interest in Philippine National Oil 
Co-Energy Development Corp. 
(PNOC-EDC), and 4.6-percent hold- 
ings in Philippine National Bank, 
and the old Iloilo airport property. 
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Bad loan ratio hits post-Asian crisis low of 5.2176 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


COMMERCIAL BANKS" 


ported, 


The decine in the nonperforming loan ratio 
from the previous month's 5.33 percent occurred 


BAD LOANS FELL TO A 
new post-Asian crisis low of 5.21 percent of total 
loans in June as banks intensified efforts to get rid 
of soured assets, ће Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas re- 


rency crisis of 1997. The banking system’s NPL 
ratio peaked at 18.81 percent in October 2001 as 
many corporate borrowers defaulted on their 
debts while banks turned cautious in providing 
new loans after the Asian turmoil resulted in 
sharp currency devaluation and interest rate in- 


creases. 


‘The latest BSP report showed that NPLs declined 


by 2.45 percent to P104.37 billion from the end- 


centavos in loss provisions. 

The month-on-month decline in the bad loan 
stock edged out the 0.19-percent decline in total 
loan portfolio to P2 trillion from P2.01 trillion. 

But while banks have reduced their NPL burden, 
their stock of idle real and property assets arising 


from foreclosures on delinquent mortgages was 


higher at P162.11 billion. Compared to a month 
ago, the level fell from P163.11 billion. 


as the decline in soured loans outpaced the slow- 
down in total loan portfolio, based on the BSP re- 
port released Friday. 

The latest NPL ratio is now even closer to the 
average 3-4 percent seen before the Asian cur- 
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May level of P106.99 billion. The 
coverage ratio for these NPLs was 
83.91 percent, which means that 
for every P1 of these bad loans, 
banks have set aside an average 84 
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a noi, 


ve to the appointment of Stock Transfer 
Services, Inc. (STSI) as the new stock transfer 
agent of Security Bank Corporation, we are {i 
requesting all stockholders on record to update . 2? 
the company of any change in their postal 
address as soon as possible. Please feel free to "7" 
call STSI at telephone numbers 898-7555 local. jl 
7590 or 7611 or you may send a letter to Office — 4 
of the Corporate Secretary, 8^ Floor Security j^ 
Bank Centre, 6776 Ayala Avenue, Makati City. 
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By Michelle V. Remo 


HOPING TO PUT MORE TEETH INTO ITS 
antitax evasion drive, the Bureau of Inter- 
nal Revenue said it would conduct a tax au- 
diton the country's conglomerates. 
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BIR to audit tax compliance of conglomerates 
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Inastatement, the BIR said its Large Tax- 
payers Service would consider conglomer- 
ates the top priority in its tax audit in the re- 
maining months of the year. 

“A focus on the audit of conglomerates 
will achieve a more comprehensive audit 
on interrelated transactions and possible 
tax avoidance/evasion schemes being em- 
ployed intentionally or unintentionally by 
these parties,” the BIR said. 

The BIR said revenue authorities, headed 
by LTS officials Cesar Charlie Lim and Rey 
Asterio Tambis, began meeting with offi- 
cials of conglomerates to inform them of 
the upcoming tax audit. 

Last Friday, the BIR representatives met 
with the comptrollers and finance officers 
of the Lopez group of companies at the 
ABS-CBN building in Quezon City. The 
meeting highlighted the programs of the 
LTS for the remainder of the year. LTS ac- 
‘counts for about 60 percent of the BIR's to- 
tal revenue collection. 

‘The BIR said it was set to issue letters of 
authority (LAs) to revenue officers who will 
be tasked to conduct tax audits. 

The tax-collecting agency said that fol- 
lowing the tax audit of conglomerates, the 
BIR's LTS would focus its audit on a per-in- 
dustry basis. The following industries to be 
prioritized in the audit are: Hospitality, 
transportation and other related industries; 
construction, steel industry and real estate 
development; food and beverage; banking 
and financial activities; insurance; whole- 
sale and retail; telecommunications, broad- 
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In the remaining months of this year, 
state assets still up for sale are the govern- 
ments remaining 40-percent stake in 
PNOC-EDC and the government's property 
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cast media and related services; pharma- 
ceuticals, chemicals and related industries; 
and other miscellaneous services. 

To aid in the conduct of its tax audits, the 
BIR has tasked companies covered by the 
LTS to comply with the requirement of sub- 
mitting their financial statements and tax 
returns electronically. 

“We are appealing to you to help us more 
by increasing your tax compliance. Our col- 
lection efforts will be a step in the forma- 
tion of a better environment for business 
growth and opportunities wherein you, our 
valued taxpayers, will also be the long term 
beneficiaries,” Lim and Tambis said. 

The BIR, the biggest revenue earner 
among government agencies, is tasked to 
collect P765 billion this year. The goal is 
consistent with the government's target of 
reducing its budget deficit to only P63 bil- 
lion this year from last year's P64.8 billion. 

In the first half, the BIR recorded a P38.6- 
billion shortfall in tax collection. 

Revenue officials said the BIR met its col- 
lection target for July and was likely to 
have also achieved its goal for August. The 
agency, however, has to exceed its goals in 
the remaining months of the year by P38.6 
billion to ensure it meets its target for 
2007. 

Besides requiring the LTS to audit con- 
glomerates and large companies, the BIR 
also earlier directed revenue district offices 
nationwide to conduct a massive tax audit 
on at least 30 percent of taxpayers under 
their jurisdiction. 


of SMC... 


in Fujimi, Japan. 

‘The government expects to raise P39 bil- 
lion from the sale of its remaining shares in 
PNOC-EDC, possibly through the stock 
market 


Another P3 bil- 
lion is expected to 
be raised from the 
sale of Fujimi prop- 
erty. 


Finance Secretary 
Margarito Teves 
said the govern- 


ment had to surpass 
the privatization 
revenue target for 
this year to make up 
for the shortfall in 
tax collection. 

The Bureau of 
Internal Revenue 
and the Bureau of 
Customs, the two- 


biggest ^ revenue 
earners for the 
government, both 


fell short of their 
targets in the first 
half. Their com- 
bined shortfall 
stood at about P52 
billion, 
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UBS bullish on RP banks, sees more mergers 
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Those ubiquitous 


Chinese loans 


WITH A ZOOMING 


economy and about 
a trillion dollars in No FREE 
foreign reserves a. LUNCH 


cumulated омег 
years of trade sur- 
pluses, China seems 
to be lending money 


left and right, 
whether in Asia, 
Айка or Latin 


America. And de- 
pending on who is 
talking, these loans 


are being met with mixed feelings of suspi- 
cion, concern, appreciation and gratitude. 


African onslaught 


In Africa, there is concern over how 
African countries are accumulating new 
debt—being led into a new debt trap, as 
voiced out by some critics—just as it is 
‘emerging from decades of heavy indebted- 
ness via generous debt relief packages from 
traditional creditor countries in the West. 

Late last year, Beijing hosted the largest 
gathering of foreign leaders seen by that 
city, when the Forum on China-Africa Coop- 
eration (FOCAC), which took place Nov. 4- 
5, 2006, attracted 48 African delegations, 
‘most of them led by heads of state. The Chi- 
nese government used the occasion to un- 
veil a huge $5-billion trade and aid loan 
package aimed at cementing a “strategic 
partnership" with Africa. The package com- 
mitted China to double its 2006 assistance 
to the continent within three years. The 
two sides also agreed to more than double 
their trade from $40 billion in 2005 to $100 
billion by 2010. A $5-billion China-Africa 
Development Fund was also set up to sup- 
port Chinese companies investing in Africa. 


Lat-Am outreach 


Halfway around the globe in Latin Amer- 
ica, China's rapidly growing presence is be- 
ing eyed with great concern by the US gov- 
ernment, which sees the former's politico- 
economic agenda in their vicinity as some 
kind of a threat to the “hard-won progress 
toward representative democracy” of their 


nearby neighbors, 


‘The US State Department has also ques- 
tioned whether Chinese investments truly 
benefit the region. They point out that sub- 
stantial investments in the region are typical- 
ly accompanied and facilitated by cheap gov- 
emment-to-government loans that require 
work to be done by Chinese companies. Fur- 
thermore, they observe that investments fo- 
cus heavily on extracting raw materials 
rather than providing jobs and opportunities 
for workers to build skills. The Americans al- 
so see the Taiwan factor in the Chinese initia- 
tives in their neighborhood, noting how Do- 
with Taiwan 
in favor of China, while Jamaica opened an 
embassy in Beijing, soon after China pledged 


minica and Grenada broke ti 


assistance to these countries. 


Funding favorite 
Closer to home, С! 


ble-digit economic growth. 


The current talk of the town in the Philip- 
pines are projects funded or to be funded by 
such soft loans from China, including the infa- 
mous ZTE National Broadband Network pro- 
ject, the Cyber Education Project, the Manila 
North Railway Project, the hybrid rice seeds 
program, and a host of others. Suddenly, Chi- 
nese loans have become a favorite financing 
source for all sorts of government projects. 


Why such a fuss over Chinese loans? 
No conditionalities 


For the government recipients, the loans 
from China are a welcome alternative to 
more expensive loans from the multilateral 
lending agencies such as the World Bank 
and the Asian Development Bank, which 
charge around 7-percent annual interest on 
their loans, against China's 3 percent. But 
the other feature of the Chinese loans that 
government borrowers like, whether in the 
Philippines or in the other countries in Asia, 
‘Africa and Latin America, is the absence of 
various conditionalities normally imposed 
by the traditional lenders. Chinese money is 
usually not linked to conditions for environ- 
mental standards or community resettle- 
ment, or subject to strict criteria on corrup- 
tion, that have become regular features of 
WB and ADB loans. It is not clear, though, 
whether absence of such conditionalities 


leads to superior project outcomes. 


Tiedloans 


While there may be no difficult condition- 
alities tied to the Chinese loans, the loans 
are tied in another crucial way: The loans re- 
quire the use of Chinese suppliers and con- 
tractors. This practice of tying loans to 
donor country suppliers has long been aban- 
doned by traditional donors, who now pro- 
vide for international competitive bidding of 
Joan-funded projects to ensure that the bor- 
rower can obtain the best value for money. 


NO FREE LUNCH/ B7 


Cielito Habito 


a has been quite 
forthcoming in granting soft loans to its 
Asian neighbors, including the poorer 
Asean member-countries with which it 
shares common borders. In most cases, the. 
projects funded by those loans will clearly 
benefit both donor and donee. In the case 
of China, its projects in its immediate 
neighbors are seen to facilitate the move- 
ment of natural resources from its periph- 
ery to its heartland, vital to sustain its dou- = 


10 Years 


iL comes to you and your family's future, you don't 
to chance. And there's nothing like being, 
prepared today, so you win over life's unforeseen 


row. That's why, this is the best time to reload 


ith Insular Life's Money Back Reloaded. 


Choose the Money Back 
Reloaded that suits you: 


4, 
GUARANTEED & 
CASH BENEFITS |” HOSPITALIZATION 


Hospitalization 
Plan 1847 4855 Benefits 
100 210885 217,260 100 P200/day 
200 269280 315180 200 P400/day 
300 403920 472770 з00 P600/day 
400 538,560 630,360 400 P800/day 
500 673200 787,950 500  Pi,000/day 
1000 1,346400 1,575,900 1000 P2,000/day 


“The guaranteed cash benefits specified above can only be given to you et the end of the 
year protection period. However, элу hospitalization daims made during the policy 
period wil be deducted Кот your guaranteed cash benefis 


AMOUNT OF PREMIUMS 


mommy мнн 
мап 42 4855 1847 4955 
100 80500 831.00 827000 8,520.00 
200 1,030.00 1,2000 1056000 12,360.00 
300 1,545.00 1,809.00 1584000 18,4000 
400 206000 241200 2112000 242000 
500 257500 3,015.00 26,400.00 

1000 5,150.00 603000 52,800.00 


Save as much as 20% by paying in less frequent modes. Pese 
She quarter элё semi затоа payment des. You may also apply lor Plan 600 to Flan 2000 
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1 1 want my 4-in-1 protection! 
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| 
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Ф Ea ia fores then have made my сы promsum payment 
ABOUT THE APPLICANT / OWNER / PAYOR (PLEASE WRITE IN PRINT) 


эле 
oma Address 

PostalCode 
ome Te. Fax No: Ci Salus: 
Date of Beh ev p 
Pace of Bei Gender. Male C Female 
[o Most come: 
Company 
Busnes Address 

Ponal Code 
Ne SSE 
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emai Ades: 

H Send my insurance documents to my 
i 
1 
1 
1 
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І 
I 
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i 
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1Business Address Home Address 


| want the coverage of: JPLAN 100 IPLAN 200 PLAN 400 
JPLANSO) IPLANBO PLAN 1000 "Others, 
iprefer to pay. Monthly lQuanedy  TSemtannualy [Annually 


а case of premium default, | elect (check one onh}: 


I Cash Surrender Value. Г Extended Term Insurance. Cl Automatic Payment of Premium. 
inda йине soc an lection er diu е poms dus conan b m dated лы e nd ol he grace 
[id 


Policy Dividend Option (check one only: 


1Paidin Cash “Used to reduce premiums “Left with the company to eam interest 


Your Guaranteed 4-in-1 Packagel- 


Load up with Bigger, Better Benefits! :; 


1 P $ NOI tite insurance Protection 


Gives you as much as P1,000,000 cash benefits from death due to natural 
causes during the twenty-year protection period. 


Р Я ПОПОТ accidental neath Benefit | 


Doubles your coverage in case of accidental death. Your beneficiaries can 
get as much as P2.000,000 in cash! 


3 P 1 ШГП Hospitalization Benefit 


Get as much as P2,000 as daily cash allowance for your hospital stay. | 

Benefits start on the first day of confinement whether due to accident or 
sickness. 

| х 


4 GetMore Than Double Your Money... 
255%" guaranteed! ‘ 


You get more than double your money at the end of the 20-year protection | 
period. That's all the premiums you have paid plus interest or a total of — | 


255% of your investment...guaranteed! However, any hospitalization | 
daims made during the policy period will be deducted from your | 
guaranteed cash benefits. 


"For annual mode of payment ] 


| Reload for the Future! Anply today! Here's how: | 


1. Fil out the application COMPLETELY & ACCURATELY, Please bring valid IDs or send 
copies of valid IDs together with your application form 

2. Sign and send your application via: 

MONEY BACK RELOADED 

THE INSULAR LIFE ASSURANCE CO., LID. 

PO. BOX 1256 MCPO 0725 MAKATI CITY 

Simply drop by our store at Insular Life Direct S/F Insular Life Bldg. 6781 Ayala | 

Ave , Makati City and get your policy in 30 minutes. j 


30-MINUTE 


EXPRESS 
PROCESSING TIME 


Get your Money Gack Reloaded now! ` 


Enrollment Ends: 1 


SEPT. 20, 2007 | 


For mare information, call Insular Life DIRECT! 
Te: 892-31-09 * 892-31-71 * 878-1818 local 5403 / 5404 
Mecca orm Bro ас SACO pni kD rd 


Fax 817-31-55 or 892-31-63 (24-Hours) | 
E-mail ^ idirect@express.insularcom.ph | 
ih Website:  wwwinsularlife.com.ph } 


You may photocopy the MONEY BACK RELOADED Application Form. 
if you need additional copies for other interested applicants 
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FOR MORE DETAILS, CALL THE PROPERTY FORUI 


Auten Powered by THE PROPERTY РОН! 
тһе No. 1 Property Auctioneer in the Philippines. With nationwide network and over 5. 
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More ‘action’ seen with PSE’s short-selling rule 


By Daxim L, Lucas 


SINCE ITS INCEPTION IN THE 
late 1920s, there has only been one 
legal way of making money on the 
local bourse. That is, “buy low and 
sell high.” 

As early as next month, however, 
the Philippine Stock Exchange 
(PSE) is set to introduce rules that 
‘would turn this dictum on its head, 
allowing market participants to 
legally profit from price declines. 

The scheme, called short-selling, 
falls under the PSE’s newly ap- 
proved securities borrowing and 
lending (SBL) program, and will le- 
galize a practice that has long been 
the exclusive purview of only the 
most hardcore of punters. 

Short-selling refers to the sale of 
any security that the seller does not 
own, or to a sale that will be settled 
by borrowed securities. 

An example of a short-sale occurs 
when a person sells ata higher price 
а stock that he does not own. He 
settles the transaction by buying 
the same stock at a lower price for 
delivery to the buyer who earlier 
bought at a higher price. 

"The difference between the higher 
selling price and the lower buying price 
represents the profit of the short-seller. 


Lingering concerns 

‘There are, however, lingering 
concerns about introducing a system 
that would actually help traders de- 
press market prices on the stock ex- 
change. After all, the broad senti- 
ment continues to favor a strong 
market, and anyone seen going 
against the market is often viewed 
as a "party pooper” or "killjoy." 

Critics also point to the fact that 
‘one of the biggest scandals to hit the 
PSE—the collapse of then market dar- 
ling BW Resources Corp.—was direct- 


ly attributable to massive short-selling 
activities by а few brokers, which 
caused widespread market panic. 


Lingering concerns 

“1t is difficult enough to push the 
market up, without having to contend 
with people who want to push stock 
prices down,” said one trader, when 
asked about his views on short-selling. 

Not wanting to be identified con- 
tradicting official policy, the trader 
said there were lingering concerns 
that unscrupulous market players 
could use the scheme to profit from 
bad news, or worse, spread false ru- 
mors about listed firms and profit 
from the market’s adverse reaction. 

Indeed, the idea of legalized 
short-selling has taken a long time 
to catch on in the Philippines. 

One of the earliest ideas for SBL 
was put forward in a proposal by 
the Investment Houses Association. 
ofthe Philippines in the mid-19905, 
originally meant to help holders of 
government and corporate bonds 
profit from their idle securities, by 
lending them out to short-sellers 
while waiting for them to mature. 

Unresolved taxation issues pre- 
vented the idea from taking off, how- 
ever, until recently, when a broader 
lobby from capital market advocates 
helped convince the government to 
exempt SBL transactions from taxes. 

“Overall, this would be good for 
the market,” said CitisecOnline pres- 
ident Conrado Bate in an interview. 

He pointed out that allowing in- 
vestors to make money from price 
declines in addition to price appre- 
ciation would help lift the PSE to 
the ranks of the more advanced 
bourses in the region. 

“The ability to profit from declin- 
ing prices is one of the hallmarks of 
a mature market,” he said. 

Bate's views are echoed by PSE 


president Francis Lim, who has long 
pushed for the introduction of 
short-selling on the bourse. 

In an interview, Lim explained 
that the practice of short-selling 
provides an effective vent, which 
prevents the creation of asset price 
 bubbles—which can explode with 
dramatic effects on the financial 
markets. 

Short-selling, he said, would al- 
low investors to bet against stocks 
which they believe are overvalued, 
helping temper their stock prices or 
pushing them down to more realis- 
ticlevels. 

Lim added that the introduction 
of short-selling would increase 
trading volumes on the PSE—a situ- 
ation which would contribute di- 
rectly to the bourse coffers. 

“With short-selling, people 
would now be able to trade in both 
directions,” he said. 


Taking their time 

Despite the promise it holds, cor- 
porate regulators have taken their 
time approving the scheme. 

In an interview, Securities and 
Exchange Commission chair Fe 
Barin said regulators wanted to 
make sure that unsophisticated i 
vestors are not prejudiced by th: 
troduction of a product meant only 
for the most savvy market players. 

“We wanted to make sure that all 
the safeguards are in place,” she 
said. 

‘Among the limitations that would 
initially be imposed on short-selling 
is the so-called “uptick rule’—adopt- 
ed from the practice in the New York 
Stock Exchange—where a stock can 
only be sold short on a price uptick. 

This prevents a short-seller from 
aggravating stock price declines by 
dumping massive amounts of 
shares on the market. 


NS 


At the same time, short-selling will ini- 
tially be limited to companies that are capi- 
talized at P10 billion or more, and those 
blue chips that are highly liquid. 

This means that only the stocks which 
are most immune to price manipulation 
‘would initially be open to shorting. 
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“With the short-selling rules in place, in-« ' 
vestors may make money, or they can pro- 
tect their investments, even when our mar: + 
ket is retreating,” Lim said. “With this, the 
market will be more active. 

So far, all stakeholders are crossing their 
fingers. 


Maceo 


Philippine International 


Medical Expo 2007 


October 4- 7 


Nd 


Philippine International Convention Center PICC) _,. 


M 


rim jg irr iiti 
Wk oe um 
wr =ч, 


«py MedPharma 
5-25.) омро етапа 
Prornaceuneoishow 


Medical Supply Show 


e £quiMad 
|, bene niemationai 
^» Moea ашп, Show 


A JobMed 
АЙ Philippine Intemational 
Medical Job Far 
шу US" pali] EET ixi нении, BER ҮҮ 
БЕ DOES) ШШЕН pese Олалис [шиг С 


Fisheries sector growth 
on track despite drought 


By Amy R. Remo 


THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRI- 
culture expects the fisheries sec- 
tor to meet its production target. 
this year despite the adverse ef- 
fects of a prolonged dry spell. 

In a report to Agriculture Sec- 
retary Arthur C. Yap, the Bureau 
of Fisheries and Aquatic Re- 
sources said the effect of the 
drought in Luzon would likely be 
limited to tilapia production. 

BFAR director Malcolm 
Sarmiento projected the potential 
loss to reach 45,743 metric tons 
of freshwater tilapia, represent- 
ing less than one percent of the 
total production target for 2007. 

‘Actual production of the aqua- 
culture, commercial and munici- 
pal fisheries sectors reached 
1.167 million metric tons in the 
first quarter and 1.495 million 
metric tons in the second quarter. 

Total production for the third. 
quarter is expected to hit 1.494 
million metric tons, while the 


last quarter production is seen 
at 998,544 metric tons. 

Sarmiento said actual pro- 
duction in the first semester and 
projected growth in the second 
half will bring total yields in the 
fisheries sector to the target this 
year of five million metric tons. 

He noted that the potential 
loss of 45,743 metric tons of 
freshwater tilapia can be offset 
by opening up mariculrure parks 
as production sites for cultured 
tilapia in nondrought areas. 

“There is a need to produce 
more saline-tolerant tilapia fin- 
gerlings to enhance culture and 
production іп mariculture 
parks," Sarmiento said. 

The Philippines is currently 
the eighth largest fish-produc- 
ing country with total produc- 
tion at 4.16 million MT. 

This represents 2.8 percent of 
the total world production of 
146.27 million metric tons, ac- 
cording to data from the Food 
and Agriculture Organization. 


Chemrez develops resin 


By Abigail L. Ho 


IN A BID TO LOWER COSTS 
and environment and health 
hazards associated with fiber- 
glass production, listed firm 
Chemrez Technologies Inc. has 
developed a water-based 
polyester resin, which the com- 
pany claims is the first of its 
kind in the world. 

ChemrezTech chief operating 
officer Dean Lao Jr. said the prod- 
uct, called Polycol-Aqua, could 
be used to laminate and strength- 
en fiberglass structures such as 
water tanks and car body panels, 

Instead of using the solvent 


No free lunch 


Not so for the Chinese. Not only 
do they require Chinese suppli- 
ers and contractors; the Chinese 
government even chooses which 
Ones to deal with (as with ZTE in 
the NBN project). Thus, even the 
choice of supplier becomes the 
subject of a government-to-gov- 
ernment agreement that leaves 
no room for the loan recipient to 
seek better value even within 
the limited choices among possi- 
ble Chinese firms, 

On the more sinister side is 
the perception that the Chinese 
are more willing to play along 


styrene to make the polyester 
resin penetrate fiberglass mate- 
rials, he said, Polycol-Aqua 
could be diluted in water. 

This, he said, was a huge ad- 
vantage as styrene was highly 
combustible and produces 
strong fumes, 

He said ^ ChemrezTech 
planned to export the product, 
adding that the company was 
now qualifying agents and dis- 
tributors to market Polycol- 
Aqua and its other specialty 
resins to overseas customers. 

Initial target markets for the 
product, he said, were countries 
їп Southeast Asia and Indochina. 


From page BS 


with or tolerate payoffs to gov- 
ernment officials in return for 
bagging major projects. The 
current outcry over the NBN 
project centers on such alleged 
overpricing to accommodate 
massive kickbacks for certain 
officials. In the end, we need to 
ask ourselves whether these 
ubiquitous Chinese loans are 
truly good for us—or whether 
they are leading us into a trap 
that we would all be better off 
steering away from. 

Comments welcome at 
chabito@ateneo.edu 
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SPaCE offers solution 
to job mismatch 


A PROBLEM THAT MOST COMPA- 
nies encounter when hiring people 
for certain jobs is that applicants do 
not have the skills or competency 
required for the jobs as these are 
completely different from what 
graduates have studied in college. 

Companies or the applicants 
themselves can address this problem 
of job mismatch by enrolling in 
short-term courses which will mold 
them into efficient and competent 
professionals. 

‘The De La Salle-College of Saint 
Benilde's School of Professional and 
Continuing Education (SPaCE) of- 
fers post-baccalaureate diploma pro- 
grams to address this problem of in- 
adequacy. The specific subject areas 
are designed for individuals who al- 
ready have a college degree but who 


want to learn a new skill or strength- 
en their competency in their field of 
work, and get promoted. 

‘The SPaCE programs are designed 
by industry experts who customize 
the curriculum to suit the needs of 
the course participants. Best prac- 
tices in each field of study and the 
latest trends and development are 
also incorporated into the programs. 

The curriculum ^ emphasizes 
hands-on case studies and work- 
shops so there is immediate take- 
away value for the participants. 
What is learned today can be imme- 
diately applied in the workplace to- 
morrow. 

‘Students can enjoy maximum 
schedule flexibility with these SPaCE 
programs as these are six modules 
which can be finished in a year. Each 


module usually runs for six sessions 
or 42 class hours. Sessions are held 
every Saturday from 12:30 p.m. to 
730pm. 

‘Currently, SPaCE has ten diploma 
programs in various business disci- 
plines and will open on Sep. 15. 
‘These are in the fields of: Human Re- 
source, Organization Development, 
‘Training Development, Professional 
Events Management, Strategic Mar- 
keting, Marketing Communications, 
Retail and Franchise, Restaurant and 
Food Entrepreneurship, Real Estate, 
and Purchasing and Supply Chain 
Management. 

Interested participants can inquire 
by calling 400-5425, or e-mailing 
space@dls-csb.edu.ph. They can al- 
зо log on to the SPaCE website at 
www.dls-csb.edu. ph/space. 


AIM CONDUCTS DEVELOPMENT COURSE FOR SUDANESE OFFICIALS 


“The United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) recently enlisted the help of the Asian Insti- 
tute of Management (AIM) in the Philippines to 
conduct an immersive two-week development 
‘management program specially designed for gov- 
‘emance and strategic management needs of Su- 


бап, ‘Our objective is to help the Sudanese officials 
to address the present conflict in their country and 
develop institution and capacity-building initiatives 
so that Sudan can move forward as one nation," 
sald professor Mario Antonio Lopez, associate dean. 
of the AIM Center for Development Management. 


UP study cites economics 
of travel time on NLEX 


PEOPLE EITHER MAINTAIN OR ENHANCE 
their capacity to earn if they can reach their 
destinations on time, or earlier. 

Conversely, they become less productive in 
varying degrees while held up in traffic owing 
to poor road conditions or traffic jams. For pri- 
vate car owners, as well as operators of passen- 
ger buses and jeepneys and cargo trucks, pro- 
longed travel time translates into higher vehicle 
operating cost and more fuel consumption. 

A study conducted recently by a team of aca- 
demicians called UP-Planades, (an acronym for 
UPPlanning and Development Research Foun- 
dation Inc) essayed on the economics of travel 
using as specimens the North Luzon Express- 
way (NLEX) that offers “seamless travel” and 
the nearby MacArthur National Road (MINR). 

The research team, headed by UP dean 
Primitivo Cal, used as benchmarks data culled 
from a series of test drives on both highways 
running parallel across Cental Luzon. The 
MNR is commonly considered as an alternative 
tothe NLEX. 

“IF motorists choose to travel on MNR in- 
stead of the NLEX, they would incur additional 
expenses in vehicle operating cost in the 
amount of P257 per car In addition, they 
‘would incur a penalty of about P800 due to 
higher travel time,” the research document 
stated. 

‘Since travel time along the MNR is generally 
four times longer than on the NLEX, it was esti 
mated that passengers of a large bus collective- 
Jylose a total of P3,120 per trip, it added. 

‘The study team has also estimated an aver- 
age increase of about 30 kph of vehicular speed. 
along the NLEX compared to data on the North 
Diversion Road (former name of NLEX). 

"This increase in speed has positive impact. 
оп the various road users of NLEX,” the study 
said. 

It explained that every car user enjoys sav- 
ings of about P350 over the entire 84-km 
length of the NLEX. "This amount is significant- 
ly higher than the toll fee increase of P120," the 


team pointed out. 

On the other hand, large bus operators enjoy 
much bigger savings of P1,040 per trip. “The 
(bus) operator therefore, would be well justi- 
fied should he pass on part of the toll fee i 
crease to bus passengers." 

Two-axle truck operators generate savings of 
about P70 per trip, mainly due to the reduced. 
travel time. "The saving enjoyed by truck oper- 
ators is modest because the NLEX improve- 
ment allows trucks to run at speeds above opti- 
mum with the consequence of higher direc op- 
erating cost, including fuel consumption,” the 
team explained. 

The study was commissioned by the MNTC 
todetermine the impacts of the NLEX improve- 
ments on such factors as road user cost, road 
safety and land use and value changes. 

Road user cost consisted of basic vehicle op- 
егайп cost (BVOC) and travel time cost. The 
BVOC components that were considered in- 
cluded fuel, lubricating oil, tires, spare parts, 
maintenance labor, capital, crew (for commer- 
cial vehicles) and overhead (based on Depart- 
ment of Public Works and Highways 2006 unit 
values). 

Monetary value was attached to travel time 
on the theory that time spent traveling results 
in benefits or income from other foregone pro- 
ductive activities 

Travel ime and delay surveys were conduct- 
ей with six runs along МЕХ, three runs along 
the MINR, and three runs along laterals con- 
necting both roads. These survey runs were 
made for both northbound and southbound di- 
rections, and done оп a typical weekday cover- 
ing the moming, noon and afternoon peak pe- 
riods. 

‘Travel speeds along the NLEX prior to the 
improvements were drawn from previous stud- 
ies, while detailed road condition inventory for 
the MNR was conducted based on pavement 
condition, width and other geometric condi- 
tions that affect traffic flow and vehicle operat- 
ing cost. 


Aging gracefully with diabetes 


OURS IS AN AGING WORLD. AN ESTIMAT- 
ed 600 million people over the age of 60 are 
living all over the globe. This number is 
projected to reach 2 billion in year 2050. 

In the Philippines, data from the 2000 
Census of Population and Housing reveal 
that 5.97 percent or 4.6 million Filipinos 
are aged 60 and above. 

Advancing age, along with genetics and ex- 
cess weight, is one of the risk fac- 
tors for developing type 2 dia- 
betes. All over the world, approxi- 
mately eight percent of people 
overage 65 have diabetes. 

“Folks over 65 years of age аге 
nearly 10 times more likely to de- 
velop diabetes than those aged 20 
to 40,” said Dr. Joy C. Fontanilla, 
editor-in-chief of DiabetRASE 
magazine 

The August-September issue of 
DiabetEASE tackles relevant issues for the el- 
derly with diabetes. The cover story focuses on. 
how to grow old gracefully with diabetes and 
offers tips from experts on how to deal with 
the disease. The issue also contains articles on 
how to deal with dizzy spells, how to over- 
come an overactive bladder, as well as general 
day-to-day tips forthe elderly with diabetes. 


Experts also answer questions on how to 
prevent low blood sugar attacks at night; and 
‘what vitamin supplements can be good for el- 
derly diabetics. Endocrinologist Dr Herbert 
Ho writes an article on everything one needs 
to know about cholesterol medications; while 
rehabilitation specialist Dr. Teresita Joy Evan- 
gelista gives exercise tips for wheelchair users. 
Other features include recipes for denture 
wearers, healthy soup recipes, 
and understanding food labels. 

Gracing the cover is top dia- 
betes doctor Augusto D. Litonjua, 
known in the medical world as 
the “Father of Philippine En- 
docrinology". The issue also fea- 
tures ballroom dancing champ 
Ednah Ledesma as she talks about 
ballroom dancing as a stress 
buster 

Aside from these articles, Dia- 
betEASE is also packed with the latest news 
and trends about diabetes and diabetes care. 
DiabetEASE is a bi-monthly glossy magazine 
for people with diabetes, their families and the 
public in general. 

DiabetEASE magazine is available in all Na- 
tional Bookstore outlets nationwide. For sub- 
scription inquiries, call 892-0723 to 24. 


St. Luke’s Residency Programs open to applicants 


ST. LUKE'S MEDICAL CENTER, THE FIRST hos- 
pital in the Philippines to be accredited by the 
Joint Commission International, is now accept- 
ing doctor applicants for its Residency Training 
Program. The entrance examination will be on 
Sep. 14 at Auditorium 1, 14/F Cathedral Heights 


Building, St. Luke's Medical Center. Applicants 
are required to submit documents to the gradu- 
ate medical education office on or before Sep. 
12. They are also reminded to bring all original 
documents and to prepare P500 application fee. 
Call 723-0101/0301 local 4300. 
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ATRUEBLOODED КАНА 

Augustis Rotary Membership Month. Senator 
Gregorio B. Honasan officially joined in the roster. 
ofelite members of the Rotary Club of Raha Su- 
layman-Manila. the 3rd oldest club in Manila. The. 
Senator best exemplifies the rotary motto, 'Ser- 
vice Above Self. Pinning the official club pin to 
Senator Honasan is RCRSM Sharing club presi- 
dent Jonathan ‘Jon’ Teng. RCRSM has been in 
the forefront of community service for 33 years. 
"Continuing a Legend. Innovating a Legacy ist 
battlecry theme of Jon this year for the club. With 
the addition of Honasan to the club, the club is 
certain to ‘innovate something for the future gen- 
erations’ as its services goes nationwide. 


EXPERIENCE BIGEN’S SILK TOUCH 


Hoyu Co Ltd, Japan's leading hau color maker, re- 
cently gave free hair color applications to lucky 
customers at the Robinsons Galleria to thank Fil- 
ipino customers for more than 50 years of contin- 
ued patronage. Acide from the hair coloring, cus- 
tomers who availed themselves of the Bigen Silk 
Touch also had the chance to win prizes such as 6 
boxes of Bigen Silk Touch, gift certificates, bags 
and compact mirrors. Bigen Silk Touch is Hoyu's 
premier hair color for fashionable Filipinas. Hoyu 
also organized a special exhibit on oriental hair to 
increase awareness on hair properties and care. 
Hoyu will be bringing the event to Robinsons 
Manila from Sep. 12 to 16. Catch the Bigen Silk 
Touch exhibit ongoing at SM Makati until Sep. 10, 
and at SM North Edsa from Oct. 18 to 24. Shown. 
are, at left, Yoshiki Fukami, product manager, 
Asia business division, Hoyu Co Ltd, and Art An- 
dres, management supervisor, Asatsu-DK during 
the ribbon cutting ceremony. 


UP-PGH pediatrics course 

THE DEPARTMENT OF PEDIATRICS, 
Philippine Genera! Hospital, University of 
the Philippines, in cooperation with the 
CHILD Foundation Inc, will hold its 2007 
Postgraduate Course titied “Subspecialty 
Alerts in General Pediatrics" on Sep. 12 and 
13 at the Century Park Hotel, Manila. The 
postgraduate course aims to empower pedi- 
atricians and general practitioners the abili- 
ty to recognize and handle initial manage- 
ment problems that may need subspecialty 
referral. For inquiries, call Dr. Carmina 


Antel Spa boosts 
FSRS expertise 


PROVIDING PREMIUM HOTEL 
services require infrastructure, 
and systems that match the skill 
and experience honed by years 
of leadership in the hotel and 
resort trade is a task that most 
strive but only a few really 
achieve. Such was achieved 
when Antel Land Holdings Inc 
combined its Full-Service Resi- 
dential Suites (FSRS) concept 
with the premier management 
savvy of Genesis Hotels & Re- 
sorts Corp (Genesis) in the fast- 
rising Antel Spa Residences. 

FSRS is a revolutionary concept 
pioneered by Antel Land Holdings 
nc in 2005 that sought to provide 
true hotel facilities and services in 
a residential condominium at the 
onset, a big departure from the 
traditional hybrid condotel and 
apartelle-style buildings, wherein 
the hotel services are just merely 
add-ons to the existing structures. 

Antes approach gave birth to a 
new category and will soon serve 
as the benchmark for future resi- 
dential towers in the county, 
spearheaded by Antel Spa Resi- 
dences and its predecessor The A. 
Venue Residences. 

Both well-respected leaders in 
their fields of expertise, the part- 
nership of Antel Land Holdings- 
the pioneer of the FSRS concept- 
and Genesis Hotels, a wholly Fil- 
ipinoowned company with 30 
solid years of experience in the ho- 
tel and resort management in the 
country and overseas-is a perfect 
alliance that is set to change the 
monotonous hotel business land- 
scape into a more dynamic and 
profitable experience. 

“With tourism in the county 
growing by 4.46 percent since last 
year and the urgent need to ser- 
Vice the shortage of hotel accom- 
modation for below $100, Antel 
Spa Residences’ bold entry into the 
market is a timely and strategic 
move since the lifestyle towers 
touristfiendly FSRS amenities 
will greatly aid us in implementing 
our proven management style and 
expertise,” said Genesis president 
Miguel Cerqueda. 

According to him, FSRS fully 
complements the tried and tested 
model employed by Genesis in 
providing the S-star services to 
Чеш». 

“With FSRS, Genesis not only 


has the people, expertise and con: 
tacts but also the facilities and sys- 
tems-the key ingredients for suc- 
cessful hotel and resort operations 
at par with other 5-star hotels 
the Makati district, even better 
Cerqueda said. 

"Through this revolutionary 
model, Antel Spa Residences, to- 
gether with the A. Venue Hotel 
and Residences, will showcase the 
comfort of a residential condo and 
the indispensable luxuries offered 
by hotels," said Antel director for 
sales Miguel Gascon. 

He added that under the rep- 
table hands of Genesis, Antel Spa 
Residences promises to deliver on- 
ly the best standard of services, as 
those being carried out in Astoria 
Plaza in Pasig City The Pearl Mani- 
la Hotel, and Casa del Mar Golf & 
Dive Resort in Cebu-an elite circle 
of deluxe hotels under the roster of 
Genesis Hotels. Thus, introducing 
the concept of “lifestyle hotels” as 
distinctly handled by Genesis- 
managed properties is always as- 
sociated with the concept of per- 
fect hospitality havens of rest and 
recreation, personalized service, 
and world-class amenities. 

Antel Spa Residences is set to 
stand within the 1.7-hectare do- 
main of Antel Lifestyle City It will 
offer full hotel services and fea- 
tures at the onset, with complete 
and master planned “back-of-the- 
house” facilities, storage, ware- 
housing, oflices, manpower sup- 
роп, concierge, and laundry 
which furcher the total pampering 
experience. 

The fast-ising tower will also 
offer special services that will pro- 
mote a “wholistic” healthy lifestyle 
to its furure residence, including a 
wide range of spa and wellness fa- 
cilities; a Wellness Academy; na 
ture tail; meditative sanctuary; 
private spa and massage centers; 
sauna baths; resort spa and kiddie 
pool; a sky infinity pool and 
lounge; and a commercial area for 
organic restaurants and market, 
beauty and medical clinics, and 
wellness shops. 

For inquiries about the new An- 
tel Spa Residences, call 896-8888 
ог log on to wwwantel.com.ph 
Interested parties may also visit 
‘The Antel Venue Lounge at 5343 
Gen. Luna Street comer Makati 
Avenue, Makati City. 


Geraldine M. Castro, postgraduate course coordinator, or Merla 
Ramirez, executive assistant, at 524-0892 or 521-8450 local 2101 


or 2107 


HERITAGE HOTEL’S MALAYSIAN FOOD PROMO ONGOING UNTIL SEP, 12 


Ambassador Ahmad Rasidi Hazizi, Embassy of 
Malaysia and Eddie Yeo, general manager, The 
Heritage Hotel Manila, recently spearheaded the 
ribbon-cutting ceremonies of "Golden Marvels of 
Malaysian Kitchen,’ a Malaysian food promotion 
‘ongoing until Sep. 12, for lunctvdinner at Riviera 
Café featuring Chef Razali and Chet Ali from 
Grand Millennium Kuala Lumpur flown in cour- 
tesy of Cebu Pacific Air. Witnessing the ceremony 
‘were: Candice lyog, marketing head, Cebu Pacific 
Air (left); Angel Asi, sales manager, THHM (2nd 
from left); Eva Carmona, marketing manager, 
Tourism Malaysia (4th from left; Gibeth Gloria, 
food and beverage manager, THHM (3rd from 
right): and Norielle Roldan, director of sales and 
marketing, THHM (right) 
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By Abigail L. Ho 


HEN AMER- 
ican handset W 
manufacturer 


Motorola came out with 
its thin clamshell Razr 
model more than two 
years ago, the competition 
didn't know what hit them. 

Although the Razr model was 
initially positioned as an exclusive 
fashion phone, Motorola eventual- 
ly placed it on the mass market in 
the mid-priced segment, cementing 
its position on the mobile phone map 
as the world’s second largest vendor. 

The Razr model also reintroduced 
the clamshell design as fashionable and 
funky, reminiscent of days of yore when 
Motorola released the StarTac mod- 
el—touted as the world's first full 
clamshell phone—in an age of candybar 
phones that were just taking baby steps to- 
ward the digital revolution. 

To this day, Motorola Philippines mobile 
business unit marketing head Mari Liton- 
jua said the Razr model, in its different in- 
carnations and updates, remained the 
company's bestseller. 

Ina bid to maintain its hold on the No. 2 
position, both globally and in the Philip- 
pines, Motorola has launched the Razr2 
V8, a sleeker and more feature-packed 
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Sleeker, edgier 
azr hits the road 


version of the original thin clamshell. 

"Ps really more of an image phone, al- 
though it also has some added features 
that weren’t there in the Razr models from 
before," he said. “We're going more for the 
"influencers—for people who go for gad- 
gets that they really want to be seen using 
rather than individuals who look solely for 
features.” 

Unlike its predecessor, the Razr2 V8 
has a sleeker glass-metal finish and a 
larger external screen that boasts 
richer, more vibrant colors. It also 
has a smart key feature that allows 
users to answer text messages, us- 
ing pre-programmed messages, 
even when the clamshell is not 
open. 

For music lovers, the phone 
has a touchscreen feature 
thatenables users to control 
their sound trip without 

having to flip open the 
handset more than 
once after starting the 
music player. 

On-board mem- 
ory has also been 
significantly ex- 
panded — to 
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generation Razr2 model, however, is lim- 
ited to its internal memory capacity as it 
does not have an expansion slot for added 
memory. 

Litonjua said memory capacity on later 
Razr2 models would be expandable to up 
to2GB. 

“The phone looks good and it has new 
features, too," he said. "I believe its really 
mot anymore a competition of features, 
but a matter of personalization. People 
nowadays want to be individuals. They 
don't want to be common." 

He said this individualistic spirit was 
exactly what Motorola was targeting with 
the Razr2 V8. 

“We don’t follow trends. We make the 
trends," he said. 

On a more global scale, Motorola is 
banking on the Razr2 and other upcoming 
handset models to regain the market 
share that it lost during the second quar- 
ter. 

According to research firm IDC,'Mo- 
torola’s second quarter market share 
shrank to 13 percent from 22.1 percent in 
the same period last year. 

Here in the Philippines, Litonjua said 
the handset manufacturer remained a 
strong No. 2, behind the still undisputed 
leader Nokia. 

To push sales of the Razr2 V8, he said 
the company would be investing heavily 
on advertising and promotion, as well as 
in putting up more concept stores in 


strategic parts of the country. 


Symantec launches 
new Norton for Windows 


By Riza T. Olchondra friendly backup solution in 
the market today" Trollope 
said. “With more setup wiz- 
ards, an improved interface 
and flexible backup options, 
users can get peace of mind 
knowing their data is safe 
and secure.” 

With enhanced browsing 
within recovery points, Nor- 
ton Save and Restore enables 
"users to fully recover or to + 
quickly search for and recov- 
er specific lost or damaged 
files or folders. 

Norton Ghost 12 takes data 
and system protection to the 
next level with powerful new 
features such as remote man- 
agement, Google Desktop inte- 
gration, and LightsOut Restore. 
Support for one-to-one remote. 
management enables users to 
badk up other Norton Ghost 
clients on the network. Integra- 
tion with Google Desktop al- 
lows users to create searchable 
backup indexes to make recov- 
ering data even faster. 

Both Norton Save & Re- 
store 2.0 and Norton Ghost 12 
are now available for pur- 
chase from various Symantec 
retail stores, the Symantec on- 
line store at wwwsymantec- 
store.com/ph, as well as other 
online retailers. Norton Save 
& Restore 2.0 and Norton 
Ghost are priced at P2,349 
and P3,619 respectively. 


MOST PC USERS STORE SEN- 
sitive data in their computers, 
but there are many who fail to 
back up their files, said Syman- 
tecCorp. 

"According to our research, 
91 percent of consumers are 
storing personal data on their 
PCs, but we also found that 
43 percent of consumers do 
not back up their data,” vice- 
president for consumer prod- 
ucts Rowan Trollope said. 

To encourage data backup 
among clients, Symantec said 
it has released upgraded soft- 
ware to make backing up 
more convenient. 

The releases are the Norton 
Save and Restore 2.0 and 
Norton Ghost 12.0 for Win- 
dows Vista and Windows XP 
users. 

The latest version of Norton 
Save & Restore preserves im- 
portant data such as digital 
photos, MP3s and financial- 
related documents. For ad- 
vanced users, Norton Ghost 
12.0 further leverages Syman- 
tec's Backup Exec System Re- 
covery solution for businesses 
to create Norton's fastest, 
most advanced personal back- 
up and recovery tool to date. 

“Our latest version of Nor- 
ton Save and Restore is the 
most consumer and digital- 
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Users do more than call | : 
on their mobile phones | ўе’ 


By Tina б. Santos 


SINGAPORE—MOBILE PHONES 
have become more than just de- 
vices for making voice calls and 
sending text messages. 

Citing a recent Nokia study, an 
executive of the mobile phone gi- 
ant said at least 76 percent of 
users listen to music, 64 percent 
take photos, 54 percent play 
games and 48 percent browse 
the Internet. 

“More and more people [are 
using] the multimedia function- 
ality [of] their mobile phone 
units,” said Ilka Raiskinen, SVP 
for Multimedia Experiences, 
Nokia Multimedia. "They're nev- 
er satisfied. They 
keep looking for 


tening to musica breeze. 


inch screen. 


croSD card. 


XpressMusic 


new innovations 3.2 megapixel cam- 
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entertainment content. 

The Nokia 5310 XpressMusic 
is the newest music phone. It is 
the company’s latest addition to 
its ultra slim line of products. 


‘Although small in size—99 multimedia computer. 

mm thick and weighing less than “Nokia is no longer just a voice 

71 gramsso it fits comforably ina company" executives stressed, 

pocket or purse—the Nokia 5310 adding that the new phone mod- Buteurs cen Its Anes И Son An rS r eo a суче: | 
XpressMusic is considered a mini els offer content that would be | Sante "Oa a fh Lp eS a ee e 


music powerhouse as it offers up 
to 18 hours of music playback, 


memory for up to 3,000 songs on entertainment and games.” 


an optional 4GB microSD card 
and dedicated keys that makes lis- 


‘Available in red and blue, the 
mew phone model has a 2- 
megapixel camera and a bright 2- 


‘The Nokia 5610 XpressMusic 
is also a music phone that fea- 
tures an integrated hardware 
slider button for ease of use in 
browsing through playlists. It of- 
ferscrystal clear sound and up to 
22 hours of music playback and 
memory with capacity for 3,000 
songs on an optional 4GB mi- 


But more than just a phone and. 

music player the Nokia 5610 
fea- | 

tures high-quality 


megapixel camera, the Nokia 
N95 8GB now houses BGB of 
memory. It also boasts a better м E 
battery life and a bigger 2.8 inch 
screen—the largest ever for a 


more relevant to them. "And 
those are certainly in the area of 


As a growing business, you have enough challenges coming your way. I.T. shouldn't be one of them. Fortunately, 
IBM has a range of solutions lined up for you. From hardware to software, our solutions are scalable and 
flexible. Start with our IBM System X" with Quad-Core Intel® Xeon" Processor. Easy to install, its plug and play 
self-installation capabilities give you instant benefits. Still want more? Choose from a wide range of server, 
storage or software solutions. From the people and Business Partners of IBM. Innovation made easy. 


TO COMPLETE YOUR SOLUTION BUNDLE, IBM OFFERS YOU: * 
express 


advantage™ 


“cs ent ы ЭШ ra eth 4 TZA Way en aig eges > Ramo алин Ш el se В мини caro cone: бра Sts Lana POET Ree «patre ватана | 
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PHILIPPINE HEALTH INSURANCE CORPORATION 
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INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID. 
тв No. 107.003 


PhiHealih Regional Office N (PRO I), through is Bids and Awards Committeo (BAC), 
invites al duly registered Jantorial Services frms fo apply for ellgiblity and to bid for 
the hereunder project: 


Procurement of Janitorial and Other Related Service 


Mano ot Pojet 
Location. ў PhiHealth Bldg., Lazatin Blvd., City of San Fernando 
dle ten So vy pra PRO Hans unos 
Antoni il 

oem Prp 20800000 

Coa Duan = ve yor 

Gaa mamma” О Wha dy ater ine of Noe Proceed 


Prospective bidders should have experience in undertaking a similar project within 
the last two years wih an amount of at least 50% ofthe proposed project for bidding. 
The Eiigbily ChecliSereening аз well as the Preliminary Examination of bids shall 
use non-disretionary "passa criteria. Post-qualification of the lowest calculated 
bid shall be conducted. 


A particulars relative to Elgiblty Statement and Screening, Bd Securty, Performance 
‘Security, Pre-Bié Conference, Evaluation of Bids, Post Qualification, and Award of 
Contract sha be governed by the pertinent provisions of R.A. 9184 and its Implementing 
Rules and Regulations (IRR). 


The complete schedule of activities is as follows: 


Schedule 


September 10 to 24, 207, 
September 24, 2007 at 1:30 PM. 


Aci 


T Issuance of Bid Documents. 
2. Pre-Bd Conference 


ЭЗ. Opening of ics. ‘October 08, 2007 at 1:30 РИ 
Ж.Б Evaluation October 09-1026, 2007 

Post Quaificalon October 25 to November 02, 2007 
Noten f Award November 16, 2007 


Bid documents Wl be available only to prospective bidders upon payment of а non- 
refundable amount of Pho 2800.0 to the Cashier f PRO Il. 


(596) PRISCILLA б. ASUNCION 


Chairperson, Bids and Awards Committee 
(PDI- September 10, 2007) 


San Rafael Fiesta 2007 


THE SAN RAFAEL VILLAREAL 
Samar Foundation Inc will 
hold its annual fiesta celebra- 
tion and jubilee luncheon with 
ballroom dancing on Oct. 7, 9 
a.m. at Kowloon House, 20 
Matalino Street, Diliman, 
Quezon City. 


tober in honor of its patron, 
Saint Raphael Archangel. 

For further information and 
queries, call the secretariat and 
look for Cayetana Hernandez 
Adona at 563-2953, Pelito 
Abelgas Quintos at 656-9923, 
655-7323 and Norberto Aniano 

The management of the as- Sacendoncillo at 295-4625, 
sociation, in cooperation with 669-1478, 0918 9108063, 
Hermanos and Hermanas 2007 e = т а i 1 
as sponsors, invite natives of norbert_taipan@yahoo.com or 
San Rafael, Villareal, Samar, write to Block 15 Lot 32-B Road 
guests and friends to attend the 9, Barangay San Isidro, 
fiesta which is being held an- Arveemar Homes, Angono, 
nually every Ist Sunday of Oc- Rizal. 


e0 р remember ne 


y BOBBY 


41 years since we first met 
1 remember still as our eyes met ` 
36 years since we forged our vows = 
My love grows stronger 
as my heart allows 
17 years since you've been gone 
Understanding this 
leave to GOD alone 
I was always different 
when you were still here 
Istill dream and hope you are always near. 
Ihave always loved you then... 
In love 1 remain till we meet again. 


Love, 
Minnie 


ROBERTO (BOBBY) G. JONGCO 


In Loving Memory 


On the 175 Anniversary of Roberto “Bobby” G. Jongeo's 
reunion with THE LORD, the following MASSES 
ill be offered today for Bobby's eternal rest. 


Our Lady of the Abandoned Parish... 6:00 pm. 
Calderon, Sta. Ana 

St. Paul Chapel .... s 6:00am 
Mo. Ignacia cor, Timog, О.С. 6:00 pm 

Our Lady of Fatima Parish ...... 6:00 am 
Philamlife Village, Las Piñas 

St. Joseph Parish .. opes. 100A 
‘Aurora Blvd, 

Don Bosco Parish .. м 12:00 nn 


Amaiz Ave. cor. Amorsok 6:00 pm. 


Minnie, Rovi & Shiela, Tina (Weng) & Nolan 
‘wish to thank our relatives and friends 
who have been praying for Bobby's peace 
fh 


Be in the garden of our LORD. 


то the family and friends of the late 


SALUD “SALLY” VILLANUEVA HIZON 
The following masses will be offered today, 
September 10, 2007 in 

l remembrance of her 1st Death Anniversary: 


1) METROPOLITAN CATHEDRAL 530 AM, 700 AM, 
City of San Fernando, Pampanga 00 AM & 1200 PM 
2) STAUGUSTINEPARISH CHURCH — 6304M 
San Agustin CSFP 
з) GOOD SHEPHERD MEMORIALPARK 5:00PM 


City ol San Fernando, Pampanga 

4) MINOR BASILICA OF THE BLACK 
NAZARENE, Quiapo, Manila 

5) ESPIRITU SANTO PARISH CHURCH 
Rizal Avenue, Manila 

6) БТА. CRUZ PARISH CHURCH 
Sta, Cruz, Manila 


э) AM, 1000 AM 
700 AM, 600 PM 
800 AM fe 100 PM 


Saar eR PRET OT RT TT Y 


ee... CLASSIFIEDS... 


—— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER | ~= z 


INVITATION TO PRE-QUALIFICATION AND SEALED BIDDING 


The Northern Samar Electric Cooperative, Inc. (NORSAMELCO) has received 
a subsidy rom the National Electrification Administration (NEA). The proceed 
Of subsidy is for construction of the line under the Rural Electrification 


Interested partos are hereby invited to а Pre-Qualiication and sealed Bidding 
for supply or hereunder mention project: 


Project : Construction of distribution line for 17 barangays under AWP'OT 
Location : NORSAMELCO Coverage area. 
Contract : Supply of Materials and Labor 

oai. ВМ. 


DESCRIPTION 
"Supply o Tabor and materials lor 17 Barangays 


ПЛ 


Bid forms will be issued alter passing of Ellglbilty to Bid and upon payment of 
Seven Thousand Pesas (Php/,000.00) novreundable betore Pre-ió 
!nlerence. 


"Acceptance of leer f Intent 
Receipt of Elgbilty requirements. 

Issuance of Eligibiity to Bid 

Pre-Bid Conleronce 

Documents Opening of Sealed bid 


18-ЗерЕ07 
Зәр. 19-Sepl. 25, 2007 

Sept 20-001. 02, 2007 

Oot. 11, 2007 @ 2:00 PM 
‘October 25, 2007 @ 10:00 PM 
Only qualified bidders who passed during the pre-qualified screening will be 


‘allowed lo participate In the bidding. Bid proposals must be accompanied by 
Bid security equivalent to 5% of the total bid price in an acceptable form. 


The PBAC will use non-discretlonary pass/al criteria in the Eligibility check / 
screening as well as the preliminary examination of Bids. The PBAC will 
‘conduct post qualification ofthe lowest bid ё 


NORSAMELCO hereby reserves the right to reject any or all bids without 
disclosing any reason, to waive any minor defects or infirmities therein, and 
To accept such bids as may be deemed advantageous to NORSAMELCO. 


For further information, please contact the following nos. 09173042867 / 
09173042069 / Telefax 055-2518163 


(804) NILO A. ESTOPA 
Chairman 


(608) SALVADOR G. HERNANDEZ 
General Manager 


(POI-Sepl 10 814,2007) 


Canon launches photo contest 


CANON MARKETING (PHILIPPINES) INC CALLS ON ALL 
amateur and professional Canon digital camera owners and 
users to join Canon's “Smile 7107”, a photo competition that 
aims to showcase the best and distinct Filipino images taken 
in and around the Philippine archipelago. This activity will 
likewise provide a venue to showcase exemplary photos from 
Canon photographers and to assist in the promotion of the 
beauty of the Philippines. 

‘Aptly named after the Philippines 7,107 islands, “Smile 
7107" will have 10 themes, where participants can submit a 
maximum of one entry per theme. 

Entry forms and information can be requested at the Canon 
head office at Marvin Plaza Building, or downloaded from 
www.canon.com.ph (What's Hot Section), the Club EOS 
website www.canon.com.ph/clubeos, the Digital Photographer 
Philippines forum (http://www.digitalphotographer.com.ph), 
or via e-mail request from SMILE7107@canon.com.ph. 

Deadline of entries is at 12 noon of Sep. 15. A first, second 
and third place winner will be awarded per theme. The 10 
first place winners will be given a PowerShot S3 IS digital 
camera and an A3+ sized print out with frame. 


ILUMINADA SUPAN PANLILIO“ 


1951-1961 Philippine Embassy, Washington, D.C. 
1962-1968 University of the Philippines 


joined her Creator on September 8, 2007 at the age of 88. 


Her bereaved family, son John and wife Humby; sisters and 
brother, Salud, Pilar (4) Florentino, Teresita and Rosario and her in- 
law, nephews, nieces and relatives request and appreciate your prayers 


for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Herrem 
Church, Mexico, Pampanga. 


Interment will be on Wednesday, September 12, 
9:00 a.m. Mass. 


га 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2007 


Republic of the Philippines 
SOCIAL SECURITY COMMISSION 
Makati City 


CLEOFAS VALENCIA and 
NILO VALENCIA, 
Pelttioner, 
versus ~ SSC Case No. 8-17017-06 
MELY RUTA and the SOCIAL 
SECURITY SYSTEM, 
Respondent. 


SUMMONS 
MS. MELY RUTA 
GREETINGS: 

You are hereby required to flle within fifteen (15) days from 
the date of publication of this Summons with the Office of the Clerk 
of the Commission, 12th Floor, SSS (Makati) Building. 6782 Ayala 
Avenue corner Rufino Street (formerly Herrera Street), Makati City. 
Jour Answer to the Petition for benefit accruing from the death of 
Artemio B. Valencia. 

You are further required to serve 0 

he through thelr counsel, Ally. Eliza B. Yu. at the 
Hene Attorney's Office, Ground Floor, Gusall ng Katarungan, 2228 
P. Zobel Street, Makati City, and upon the SSS through the Senior 
Vice-President, Legal and Collection, East Avenue, Diliman. Quezon 
City. 


I you 


Ifyou fall to answer within the time prescribed above, the 
Hearing Commissioner, may upon motion of the petitioner or molu- 
proprio. declare you in default and shall forthwith proceed to receive 
{he petitioner's evidence ex-parte and thereafter recommend to the 
Commission elther the granting or denial of the petition as the 
evidence may warrant, 

50 ORDERED 

Makati City, Philippines, July 31. 2007. 

‘SOCIAL SECURITY COMMISSION 

(POL September 10.2007) 


s lie in state at the Formation Center, Sta. 


z^ "eV 
y vus 

Hope will not leave us disappointed, d 
Because йе love of God has been poured out in our hears, i 


Rom.55 


Dr. Rosita Calimbas Francisco 


of Bian, Laguna 


Died in the Grace of our Lord 
on September 9, 2007 at the age of 92. 


ey 
d 


Her bereaved children, Cecile, Ma. Rosario and 
Rodolfo Esperanza, and Fr. Jose Mario C. 
Francisco, S.J.; granddaughters, Nanette and Anna 
Esperanza; relatives and friends request the pious readers. 
to pray for her eternal repose. 


Her remains lie in state at St. Michael's Chapel, 
‘Segunda Village, Platero, Війап, Laguna. 


Interment will be on Tuesday, September 11, 2007 at 
Tg Ег! Gardens after the Mass of the Resurrection at 


230m 3 


а | 


" 


me courage. 
Psalm 23:4 


ЁР. 


Starmaker competes 
at Macau Int'l Fireworks contest 


STARMAKER FIREWORKS 
and Pyromusicals will repre- 
sent the Philippines in the up- 
coming 19th Macau Interna- 
tional Fireworks contest. 
Starmaker is the country's num- 
ber one supplier of fireworks 
and special effects. 

The Macau International 
Fireworks Competition, orga- 
nized by the Macau Govern- 
ment Tourism Office, is an an- 
nual event that started in 1989. 
From the five teams that i 
tially joined, the Macau Inter- 
national Fireworks competition 
continues to grow as it draws 
more participants from all over 
the world. 

On Sep. 15, the contest will 
open with the lights display of 
Kimbolton Fireworks Ltd from 
the United Kingdom and 
Hanwha Corp from Korea. 
Other competition days are on 
Sep. 22, Five Star Fireworks 


from Australia and San Tai Fire- 
works Ind Co Ltd from Taiwan; 
Sep. 25, Grupo Luso Pirotecnia 
from Portugal and Starmaker 
Inc; Sep. 29, Illumination 
Internationale Ltd from the 
United States and Marutamaya 
Ogatsu Fireworks Co Ltd from 
Japan, and Oct. 1, Artifices JCO 
SA from France and Hunan 
Xintiancheng Fireworks Manu- 
facturing Co Ltd from China. 
Starmaker is also preparing 
for the Beijing Fireworks com- 
petition from Sep. 6 to 13 as 
consultant to Team Australia 
‘Together, Starmaker and Team 
Australia will launch their fire- 
works from a barge near the 
Great Wall of China. 
Starmaker is the same com- 
pany that is behind the spec- 
tacular fireworks display at SM 
Mall of Asia Fridays and Satur- 
days at 7 pm. It is also the fire- 
works supplier of GMA 7. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


to our 
valued advertisers 


Our newly renovated 
SM Megamall branch 


NOW OPEN 


to serve your advertising needs. 
Please call 
635-0219, 637-2008, 
687-2366 or fax 635-0220 


for your ad placements. 


Monica Parish 


2007 after the 


Message of Thanks 
We, the family of the late 
| DEMETRIA CYNTHIA P. BONDAME 


who joined our Creator on August 22, 2007 
at the age of 43 

wish to convey our heartfelt gratitude to all those who 
Visited and paid their last respect, kept vigil, prayed 
With and for us, offered masses, flowers, donations, 
gave mass cards, called from abroad, emailed, attended 
the daily services and funeral rites and those who in 
other ways consoled and comforted us at the time of our 
greatest loss and sorrow. 


May God bless you always. 


Notify family and friends of a loved 
one who had just passed away. 


We accept death notices, announcing 
details of the person’s wake and 
interment. For a very affordable fee you 
can reach out to everyone who have been 
a part of the life of your dearly departed. 
For more information, you may contact 
Inquirer Classifieds at (02)897 8425. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2007 


07 URVAN 
ESCAPADE 
10 HOURS 


P1,800 
WITH DRIVER 
18181161964311 
09213497170 


ШЕП 


SMSS WATCHES 
СОО ОМОК SPECIALISTS 


sec [ndo sit 
£3 9940282 1097956 


GEMER REYES 
17-Jul-07 


MELODY BURGOS 
18-Jul-07 


09178884040 
7269687 


The above persons are no longer connected 
with Antex Enterprise. Any transactions 
with them will not be honored 
by the company. 


(PDI-September 3 & 10, 2007) 


ТТ 


Huang 
performs 
at CCP 
Filipino 
artists 
series 


NOTED VIOLINIST 
Denise Huang is the 
featured artist for the 
third Filipino Artists 
Series (FAS) concert 
at the Cultural Center 
of the Philippines’ 
Tanghalang Aurelio 


Tolentino (Little 
Theater) slated 
on Sept. 26, at 
7:30 p.m. 
Denise Huang | -DUMPTAUCK, 10 WHEELEA-10PC, 1020, 12Рр 


holds a Master of 
Music degree in 
Violin Performance 
at the San Francisco 
State University 
(SFSU), where she 
received the Pone, 
Morrison and CA 
scholarships under 
Prof. Jassen 
Todorov, and a 
Bachelor of Music 
degree from St. 
Scholastica's College 
where she graduated 
as valedictorian of 


-FORWARD-S HOLES, 25 ft cargo, 6HC1-T (260HP) 
-FORWARD DUMPTRUCH CHET 

-ELF CARGO TAUCH (16ft cargo box) 

-NO PRICE HCGOTIATIONS THRU PHONE 

NOW AVAILABLE 70 UNITS — 

CEBU BA: 032-3466688; 032-4227537 * CAGAVAN BA: 088-8563033 


e GUEVENTHO 


Y 


class 2002. - opennouse. | „20 
She has appeared i DALY 

as soloist in е 

numerous concerts n 30% D/P П 
Bean anata! 

with the PREDIS 

Chamber Orchestra, | “RSF Wiicetabtet 

Manila Youth кайый m 


Symphony 
Orchestra, те 
Philippine 
Philharmonic 
Orchestra and the 
Manila Symphony 
Orchestra II, where 
she served as Assistant Concertmaster for 2 
years. She was a prizewinner in all 
categories of the National Music 
Competitions for Young Artists (NAMCYA). 
She participated in the Jeunesses Musicales 
World Orchestra tour in 2001 to 2002 with 
performances in Germany, the Netherlands 
and Eastern Europe. In the US, Huang was 
featured in several concerts in the Bay Area, 
including the Yehudi Menuhin seminar led 
by the renowned Alexander String Quartet. 
She was a winner of the SFSU's annual 
concerto competition and performed Bruch's 
Scottish Fantasy with the SFSU Symphony. 
Huang served as a teaching assistant at SFSU 
and currently the concertmaster of the Global 
Studio Orchestra. 

Ticket price: P500.00. Catch this 
remarkable young artist as she performs 
Beethoven's Sonata No. 5 for Violin and 
Piano in F major, op. 24 "Spring Sonata," 
and Beethoven Romance op. 50; Ravel's 
Sonata for Violin and Piano, Ysaye's Sonata 
No. 3 "Ballade," op. 27 no. 3; Balsamo's 
Fantasia de Kundiman, CB 5 No. 3; and 
Consolacion's Nocturne. Her pianist is Mary 
Anne Espina. 

For information, please call the CCP 
Music Division at 832-1125 loc. 1604/1605 
or Marketing Department at 832-1125 loc. 
1805. Tickets are available at Ticketworld 
at National Bookstores and Tower Records 
at 891-9999 or the CCP Box Office at 832- 
3704 or visit: www.culturalcenter.gov.ph. 


531-4121*534-9921*531-1384*534-8350 
(0920)950-4626*(0915)317-5553*(0920)911-0002 | 
www.gueventcom * hbi@guevent.com 1 
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* Pag-BIG Housing Loan 


Philippine Economic Zone &athority 
Rosen emo re. e Ca orotate Fes 
Er E Ee EE 
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Republic of the Philippines. 


PHILIPPINE ECONOMIC ZONE AUTHORITY 
Roxas Boulevard corner San Luis Street 
Pasay City, Philippines 


NOTICE 


Notice is hereby given that PANASONIC 
COMMUNICATIONS PHILIPPINES CORPORATION 
(PCPC) with plant site at the Carmelray Industrial Park II 
(CIP II-SEZ) has filed with the Philippine Economic Zone 
Authority (PEZA) its application for PIONEER STATUS to 
be granted to its manufacture of Multi-Function Plain Paper 
Copier (Mode! SFD-L2), sub-assemblies and parts thereof, 
based on newness of product and technology, which if 
approved, will entitle the company to six (6) years of Income 
Tax Holiday. Said application has been officially accepted 
and is under process in this office. 


Any person with valid objections to or pertinent comments 
оп the above-mentioned application may file with the PEZA 
his/her objections in writing and under oath, with fifteen (15) 
days from the date of this publication. 


Please direct your position papers/comments to the 
Enterprise Regulations Department of PEZA [Tel. Nos. 551- 
95-86 and 551-95-44; and telefax 551-3456]. 


(598) LILIA B. DE LIMA 
Director General 


CLASSIFIEDS { 


HOME DEVELOPMENT MUTUAL FUND : 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


PROVISION OF POSTAGE SERVICES FOR THE TRANSMITTAL OF POUCHES АМО 
PARCELS TO PAG-IBIG FUND BRANCH OFFICES AND VARIOUS LOCATIONS 
WORLDWIDE FOR Y2008-2009 : 


The Pag-IBIG Fund, through its Bids and Awards Committee-Goods & Services intends to apply 
the sum of Twelve Million Nine Hundred Six Thousand Four Hundred Sixty Four Pesos 
(P12,906,464.00) being the Approved Budget for the Contract (ABC) to payments under the 
Contract for the Provision of Postage Services for the Transmittal of Pouches and Parcels to Pag- 
TBIG Fund Branch Offices and Various Locations Worldwide for 2008-2009. Bids received in 
‘excess of the ABC shall be automatically rejected at Bid Opening. 


The Pag-IBIG Fund now invites Bids from eligible Bidders for the Provision of Postage Services for 
the Transmittal of Pouches and Parcels to Pag-IBIG Fund Branch Offices and Various Locations 
Worldwide. The contract shall take effect on January 1, 2008. The description of an eligible Bidder 
is contained in Section Il of the Bidding Documents, Instructions to Bidders. 


Bidding will be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures using non-discretionary 
pass/isi criteria ав specified in the Implementing Rules and Regulations Part A (IRR-A) of Republic > 
ot 9184 (FLA. 9184), otherwise known as the "Government Procurement Relorm Act,” and is 
Testricted іо Filipino cilzen/s sole proprietorships, organizations with at least sixty percent (60%) 
interest or outstanding capital stock belonging to citizens of the Philippines, and to citizens or 
‘organizations of a country the laws or regulalions of which grant similar rights or privileges to 
Filipino citizens, pursuant to Republic Act 5183 (R.A. 5183) and subject to Commonwealth Ас! 138 ` 
(СА. 138). Only Bids Irom Bidders who pass the eligibilly check will be opened. The process for 
{he eligibüty check is described in Section Ill of the Bidding Documents, ITB. The bidder with the 
Lowest Calculated Bid (LC8) shall advance to the post-qualification stage in order to finally 
delermine responsiveness ol the bid to technical and financial requirements of the project. The 
contract shall then be awarded to the Lowest Calculated and Responsive Bidder (LCRB) who 
was determined as such during post-qualification procedure. 


Interested Bidders may obtain further information from the BAC-GS Secretariat of Pag-IBIG Fund 
and inspect the Bidding Documents at Room 704, 7th Floor, Atrium of Makati, Makati Avenue, Makati 
City on September 10, 2007 from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Monday through Friday. 


А complete set of Bidding Documents may be purchased by interested Bidders from the BAC-GS 
Secrelariat, Room 704, 7th Floor, The Atrium of Makati, Makati Avenue, Makati City starting 
‘September 10, 2007 upon payment of a non-relundable fee in the amount of Nine Thousand Pesos 
(3,000.00) in the form of cash, certified check, cashier's check, manager's check payable to 
Pag-IBIG Fund. The Bidding Documents shall be received personally by the prospective Bidder or 
his authorized representative. 


The Pag-IBIG Fund will hold a Pre-Bid Conference open to all interested parties on September 17, 
2007 at 9:00 AM at the Taduran Hall, Room 602, 6th Floor, Atrium of Makati, Makati Avenue, Makati 
Ciy. 

Bids and eligibty requirements must be delivered to Room 704, 7th Floor, Atrium of Makati, Makati 
‘Avenue, Makati City on or belore 8:00 AM of October 1, 2007. All Bids must be accompanied by a Bid 
Security in the form and amount indicated in the Bidding Documents. Late Bids shall not be accepted. 


Bid opening shall be on October 1, 2007 at the Taduran Hall, Room 602, 6th Floor, Atrium of Makati, 
Makati Avenue, Makati City at 9:00 AM. Bids will be opened in the presence of the Bidders’ 
representatives. 


The Pag-IBIG Fund, Head Office reserves the right to accept or reject any Bid, to annul the bidding 
process, and to reject all Bids at any time prior to contract award, without thereby incurring any 
liability to the affected Bidder or Bidders. 


For further inquiries and/or information, please call Messrs. Wilfido Nacito S. Reyes and Jose 
Maria M. Diaz at 811-4262 / 894-5815 or visit our Corporate Website at http:// 
‘www. pagibigfund.gov.ph or e-mail us at gsd@pagibigfund.gov.ph. 


BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
GOODS & SERVICES 


By: 


(504) DELIAL. BERNARDO 
Vice President 
Administration Group 
Vice Chair, BAC-GS 


Home Guaranty Corporation 
Office of the President 


INVITATION TO SUBMIT PROPOSALS FOR NEGOTIATED SALE 


The Home Guaranty Corporation (HGC) is inviting interested parties to submit letters of intent to 
negotiate and bid proposals for the disposition of the property described below thru outright sale (in 
bulk or by phase). joint venture, lease, or other similar or variant schemes: 

LOCATIONOF DESCRIPTION 


| LOTS] HOUSE [TOTAL STATUS 
| ALOT 
Phasei | 534] 197 


Phase2 | 8| o 


AREA (sqm) 


IMPERIAL CENTRAL 
PLAINS SUBDIVISION 
Brgy. Bakod Bayan, 
Cabanatuan Сау, 
Nueva Ecja 


731 
8 


44,645.54 
111,120.00 


Developed 
Partially 
developed 


Rawland 


Phases | 1| o 1 | 31,559.00 


Tomi | sa| 197 | 740 | 187,324.54 
“The property shali be disposed on an "AS-5-WHERE-IS" basis; 
For outright sale proposals, terms of payment may be in cash or installment 
Offers for oin venture should indicate the guaranteed share of HGC set at market rates; 
Offers for sale or joint venture by phase or lease must indicate the proposed terms including а 
provision for escalation, and 
For other similar or variant schemes, the proposed terms of sale must be indicated. 
HGC reserves the right to require additonalinformation as it deems necessary to better understand. 
and evaluate the offers) 
[ Activities 
[ Submission of Letters of intent & 
Issuance of Eigbilty Requirements 
[[Pre-negotation Conference 
‘Submission of Eligibility Requirements 
| & Financial Proposals/Otters 
Interested parties are encouraged lo inspect the property before tendering their offers. 
Details pertaining to the property as well as the guidelines for the negotiation can be obtained from 
the HGÉ's Asset Management and Disposition Group (AMDG) Office located atthe 4" Floor of Jade 
Building, 335 Sen. Gi Puyat Avenue, Makati City from September 1010 13, 2007 upon payment of a 
non-refundable fee of P 2,500.00. 
The Financial proposals/offers shall be sealed and dropped at the designated box located at the 
HEC's AMDG fice. 
For inquiries, please сай the Asset Management Department at tl. nos. 897-32-86 & 897-32-90 or 
чек ош office at the Jade Building, 335 Sen. GI Puyat Avenue, Makati Ciy. 
THE CORPORATION RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL OFFERS, TO WAIVE ANY 
DEFECTS OR TO ACCEPT SUCH OFFER AS MAY BE CONSIDERED MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO 
‘THE CORPORATION. 


Date/Time 


September 10 to 13, 2007 


September 14, 2007 2:00 p.m. 


September 18, 2007 /2:00 p.m. 


(594) CORAZON G. CORPUZ 
Chairperson 
Asset Disposition Committee | 
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Mandaluyong branch is open 
to serve your Classified Ads 
requirements. 


MANDALUYONG BRANCH 
‘SM MEGAMALL STH LEVEL. 8106 B. EDSA 
TEL nO. saz [8972008 
Coat Passons: Ру Arad Ant исен 
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Japan augments SCTEx 
budget with P6-B loan 


By Ronnel W. Domingo Bank and Trust Co," Zosa Package 1 is the 50-kilo- 
RD YOUNG MARKET 9 said in an interview. meter SublcClark section, 
=~ THE BASES CONVERSION Sheaddedthatthegroupof which is expected to be 

umma Development Authority has banks has approved in princi- opened next year. 

STERS W. S secured а P6-billion supple- ple the loan, which BCDA will However, contractor Kaji- 
mental loan from the Japan use as bridge financing until ma-Obayashi-JFE Engineer- 
APRI : Bank for Intemational Coop- the JBIC supplemental loan ing-Mitsubishi Heavy In- 
Who will be the Filipino youth's role model and inspiration in the field of marketing? | ешш which would be becomes avaiable, pba pe E 
Inspire the youth with the young masters of the game. Nominate your best candidate now! used to cover the shortfall in Last week, BCDA presi- JM-JV) has also asked for a 
funds for the Subic-Clark- dent and chief executive four-month extension, 
. ilipino citi fore the end of the year of nomination) Tarlac Expressway. Narciso L. Abaya said that which means that the sec- 
Орел to Flips cena 35 yours young iin e иа гаа ) BCDA vice president the 43.27-kilometer Clark- tion would be completed by 

* With at least 2 full years of company service at the time of nomination Aileen Zosa said that the Tarlac section of SCTEx is March 2008. 
* With cutting edge leadership and marketing savvy JBIC approved the loan last expected to be opened with- ВСРА is bankrolling the 
=. pe could e six in a Hed nowthatitisal- construction of the project 
" РИТ . months re any draw- ready 96-percent complete. through а P20.9-billion 
Submission of entries is from September 29, 2007 up to October 30, 2007 only. Баа uibem. opus purum 2 JB Den Dar added t 

Visit our website at www.youngmarketmasters.com. Download an opplicotion form or "For this reason, BCDA is of SCTEx, the Clark-Tarlac 2004. 

nominate online. You can also take a look at the movers and shakers in marketing at last year’s awards. arranging for a commercial leg was supposed to be fin- Abaya said the peso's ap- 
loan of P4 billion from a con- ished by October. But con- preciation was blamed for 
sortium of banks thatinclude tractor Hazama-Taisei-Nip- the shortfall, adding that 

Development Bank of the роп Steel (HTN) Joint Ven- the currency's strength ef- 

Philippines, Land Bank of the ture has again asked for an _fectively trimmed the fund's 

Philippines and Metropolitan extension of 54 days. value to some P18 billion. 


RP sees surplus after years in the red 


By Michelle V. Remo deficit of P63 billion this year. tions includes the Govern- 
The government is bank- ment Service Insurance Sys- 
THE COUNTRY IS EXPECT. ing on improved tax take tem, Social Security System. 
edtopostaconsolidatedpub- next year, citing reforms to and Philhealth. 
lic sector surplus of P56.8 bil- shore up collections of the — Data also show that P11 
lion in 2008, ending years of Bureau of Internal Revenue billion may be added to the 
being in the red following the and the Bureau of Customs. surplus resulting from ad- 
Asian crisis of the late 1990s. Data from the Department justments of previously 
The public sector's esti- of Finance show that budget computed financial data. 
mated budget surplus next surpluses will be recorded by On the other hand, deficit 
Вико „А— ®=% year is a huge turnaround social security institutions (in items in the public sectors 
Lo o ФӘ " Ma from the projected deficit of the amount of P51.3 billion), budget next year include the 


| ical Мева en Оба Endorse Вус обы 


E : P21.8billion this year. the Bangko Sentral ng Pilip. P16.5 billion in combined 
Mansmith and Fielders, Inc. The expected fiscal recov- inas (P1 billion), government deficit of government-owned 

Helping your marketing and sales teams soar! ery will result from the na- financial institutions (P7.1 and -controlled corporations, 

Бынан i, Platinum Sponsor: #14 langlang Sl, GF Waters Cater New быз governments efort billion) and local govem- and the P106 bilion that 
ms a Manila, Quezon City 1112 wwwmansmith.ne: to post а balanced budget by ment units (P13.6 billion) wo е allocated to pay 
umm ABENSON S208 from ап estimated Social security institu- debts of the old central bank. 


Panalo Ka sa PSBank Home Loan! 
Gwe us 5 days. Or else, you get 1% \less# 


PHILIPPINE SAVINGS BANK 
Metrobank Group 


э 


Panalo ka sa bilis ng approval sa PSBank Home Loan! 99% of applicants nationwide 

decision in five.days or less. Panalo ka гїп за flexible or fixed terms up to 25 years!.Ang iba į 

за 1% rate break on their first year interest rate. At sa baba ng interest rates, siguradong wala kang 
talo dito. That's the PSBank Home Loan Guarante 


Get the PSBank TGIF Home Loan. 
Apply at any PSBank branch nationwide or through www.psbank.com.ph 


"Subject a submission of all песе documents. ы i 1 


For move бше, Text: PSBANK HOME AD чуо name> «уо landline nass» «your email adóresi» then send to 391-772 lor Smart or 0917-8902327 
for Globe and other networks * Email: infod@psbaink.com.ph ® Call (02) 845-8772, 844-1753, or 944-1772 
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i Market bullish | 
on Avant 


Brittany BEAUTIFUL 


Land Company 


mail: business @inquirer.com.ph 


Own a unit at Avant at The Fort 1 Ў ч беа а 
with prices starting at ij Y R D 
P 11,650.00/month" Шыр DDM onday 


чи lm DP sche 36 statio ut Business Features Editor Margie Quimpo-Espino 


Don’t miss out on the opportunity to own a unit at Avant at The Fort, 
perhaps the last remaining prime green living space in Bonifacio 
Global City's Crescent Park West. 
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AVANT (Call 838 0558 • 837 3851 
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UYERS AROUND THE 
; world may not know it, but 
. door furniture they bought from 


à Cebu-based furniture exporter De- 
" don Manufacturing Inc. has helped. | 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 


that piece of exquisite out- 


keep many poor Filipino youth off 
the streets. 

This is because, over the last two years, 
close to 500 out-of-school youth in the care 
ofthe Don Bosco Technology Center in Ce- ¢, 
bu have been trained and then hired as spe- 
cialty weavers to meet the increasing ex- 
port demand for Dedon's high-end line of 


у 
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outdoor furniture. 
Another 300 are scheduled to be trained 


THE CHEVROLET SPARK 
NOW WITH EVEN MORE FEATURES. 


KEYLESS ENTRY • FOG LAMPS « POWER DOOR LOCKS * RADIO WITH CD & МРЗ PLAYER • 1 LITER ENGINE 
LEADING HEADROOM * RESPONSIVE STEERING 


4 
Laon PRE OO pwewemer — 


Test drive today at your те: 
PASIG 672-1612 to 14, 672-1 : f „аа SARE O ERE 
963-3313, 1045) 860-2000» DAVAO (082) 300-7777, (082) 235-3811 » DAGUPAN (075) 523-7777 (075) 523-1335. (075) 515-5577 * ILOILO (03) 329-2888, (033) 329-2222 [ATO Bal eau 


BACOLOD (034) 708-2489 
“San tyus ta rar ped bem hog Ba 3.2007 Fo GP ЭП. 07, 


Foreign language, similar wording. 
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MOVEMENTS 


Leo Burnett’s exec goes to Hall of Fame 

FOR WINNING SIX GOLD AD OF THE YEAR AWARDS, LEO BURNETT 
Manila's chief creative officer Richard Irvine was recently honored as 
the fourth inductee into the Creative Guild Hall of Fame. 

Irvine, who hails from England, likewise distinguished himself as the first 
foreigner to be so honored. It took him only seven years to do it, scoring all his 
AD of the Year Awards for Leo Burnett. He was inducted into the Creative Guild 
Hall of Fame for McDonald's "Lolo" TV, McDonald's "Opening" TV, Perla “Lean 
‘on Me" Print, Perla “Touching Moments" Radio, Tide "Instinct" TV and WSI 
“March to Millions" Radio. Additionally, Leo Burnett took home a silver for ТУС. 
Campaign of the Year for Mr. Clean "Washing Machine" campaign. 

Irvine holds BA honors in advertising and graphic design. He joined 
Leo Burnett 20 years ago. After working at the Leo Burnett offices in 
London, Bangkok and Ho Chi Minh, he was posted to Hemisphere-Leo 
Burnett in Manila іп 1999. 


New PNOC president named 


Antonio M. Callao was recently appointed president and CEO of the 
Philippine National Ой Co. Prior to this assignment, he was chair of 
PNOG Energy Development Corp. PNOC-EDC). 

Callao, a veteran international banker for Citigroup, was tasked bythe 
government to oversee the smooth privatization of a number of PNOC 
subsidiaries, including PNOC-EDO, by yearend. 

His overseas exposure in the global financial scene will come handy 
in managing these privatizations. 

Next in line is the privatization of the PNOC Exploration Corp. (PNOC- 
EC), the Company's oil and gas subsidiary. 

His 20 years of overseas assignment included senior management 
positions in Hong Kong. Korea, Singapore, Vietnam and Latin America. 

Callao was the first Asian and Filipino to receive the prestigious Citi- 
group Chairman's Award, not just once, but twice. His last posting at 
Citigroup was as Asia Region head for Corporate Banking clients for 
Asian customers in the 12 Asian countries. 

Callao obtained his BSBA and MBA from the University of the Philip- 
pines. It was during his student days that he founded AIESEC Philip- 
pines, an International student exchange program in the area of finance 
and business that has benefited thousands of Filipinos and participated 
in by top universities in the country. 


Microsoft appoints managing director 

‘Microsoft Philippines recently announced the promotion and appoint- 
ment of Rafael Rollan as new managing director. Rollan will start his 
new role officially on Oct. 1, 2007. 

Rollan has been with Microsoft for four and a half years, where he 
started as sales manager for enterprise accounts. Over the last four 
years, Rollan worked his way up and took over the helm of the enter- 
prise business as director of the Enterprise Partner Group. 

am very excited about this opportunity to lead Microsoft Philip- 
pines," said Rollan. "We have a strong and passionate team here in the 
country. We know that there are so many opportunities for our cus- 
tomers and for our country to benefit from technology. We will focus on 
helping our customers and partners optimize those opportunities. We 
will also continue to help build the country's IT infrastructure and work 
to empower the underserved sector 

Rollan takes over from Antonio "TJ" Javier Jr., who has been the 
managing director of Microsoft Philippines for five fiscal years. Under 
Javier's leadership, the subsidiary tripled its business as well as its 
manpower resources in the country and implemented citizenship pro- 
grams designed to help aid in the country's economic development. 


Filipino heads Asean council 

Thé Chamber of Furniture of the Philippines (CFIP) has officially taken 
over the helm of the Asean Furniture Industries Council (AFIC) from the 
Malaysian Furniture industries Council (MFIC). 

The Philippines, which is next in line for chairmanship after Malaysia, 
will carry the baton for AFIC from 2007 to 2009. The other member 
countries of the AFIC are Indonesia, Myanmar, Singapore and Thailand. 

Dato’ Yong Seng Yeow, president of MFIC and the immediate past 
chair of AFIC formally handed over the reigns of AFIC to Nicolaas K. De 
Lange who was appointed by the board of CFIP as chair of AFIC for the 
two-year term. De Lange has previously served as president of CFIP for 
‘two terms and also manages his own company, Designs Ligna. 

De Lange said: “| am honored to be given this great responsibility to 
take on this dynamic role. The new secretariat will build upon the good 
foundation established by the past committee and continue to pursue 
initiatives in the best interests of the Asean furniture industries and all 
its members. 

AFIC will remain an active player in increasing intra-Asean trade and 
continue to enhance our members’ competitiveness amid intense glob- 
al competition.” 


Pacific Internet appoints new VP 

Pacific internet, an affiliate of Pacific Internet Limited, one of the largest 
Internet service providers in Asia Pacific, has appointed Rosemarie 
Pineda as the new vice president for product development and market- 
ing. 

In her dual function as the head for both marketing and product de- 
velopment, Pineda will supervise the development of new products 
and IP services such as Voice-over Internet Protocol (VoIP), data/In- 
ternet access and other value added services like managed security 
according to the needs and demands of the local market. She is also in 
charge of growing Pacific Internet's regional brands in the Philippine 
market. 

She is further expected to lead customer and market research initi 
tives, advertising and promotional campaigns, as well as conceptualize 
and implement Pacific Internet Philippines' "Go to Market" programs. 

Pineda's extensive experience in marketing, sales, product and brand 
management, in the telecommunications, manufacturing and consumer 
goods industries has made her a vital member of the Pacific Internet team. 

"There is a growing market for value-added services such as VolP, data 
and Internet services in the country. Her vast industry experience and in- 
sights will help us further in developing innovative products and marketing 
‘campaigns that will truly capture the changing market's needs," said Jojie 
Yap, managing director of Pacific Internet Philippines. 


Periquet chairs Yegap 

Entrepreneur and former Youth Sector Representative Anna Marie Peri- 
quet was appointed by the Confederation of Asia-Pacific Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry (CACC!) as chair of the Young Entrepreneurs 
Group of Asia Pacific (Yegap) during its meeting held in Perth, Aus- 
tralia. CACC! is composed of 23 member countries. 

Yegap's main objective is to promote a pro-enterprise spirit among 
young entrepreneurs in Asia-Pacific. 

To achieve this goal, Yegap cultivates a culture of entrepreneurship 
among the youth in the Asia-Pacific region by pushing for the inclusion 
of entrepreneurship subjects in the secondary level and entrepreneur- 
ship courses and departments in the tertiary level; the establishment of 
university affiliated business incubator facilities and the creation of en- 
trepreneurship clubs in schools. 

In 1992, Periquet formed the Young Entrepreneurs’ Business Club, 
the youth arm of the Philippine Chamber of the Commerce Industry, 
composed of start-up entrepreneurs below the age of 40. 

‘The club spearheaded the Youth Entrepreneurship Program (YEP) 
that provides training to budding entrepreneurs. 

The YEP is now a government program adopted by the National 
Youth Commission where Periquet also served as council member. 
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Credit bureau: Where do we go from here? 


‘THE GENERAL CONCEPT OF A CREDIT 
bureau has garnered mixed reactions 
from the public. It has been met with con- 
cern, if not fear, for the possible loss of pri- 
vacy. 

On the other hand, the financial sector 
tends to look favorably towards its forma- 
tion. This is especially true in the recent. 
years, as moves that advocate the bur- 
geoning micro, small and medium enter- 
prises (MSMEs) in the country have be- 
соте more active. 

Backtracking to the basics, what is a 
éredit bureau in the first place? How does 
this affect everyone—from the banks to 
the common consumer? 

A credit bureau is an independent orga- 
nization that compiles information on in- 
dividuals and corporate entities. It aims to 
facilitate reporting and sharing of credit 
information among lenders to minimize 
nonperforming loans and assets in the in- 
dustry, to limit fraud and to aid financial 
institutions in evaluating and rationing 
credit based on borrowers! abilities to pay. 

There are three types of credit bureaus: 
‘The basic, full and world class bureau. 
The basic bureau gathers negative infor- 
mation, while the full bureau, both posi- 
tive and negative. 

On a completely different level, the 
world class bureau seeks to bank on an in- 
finitely broad data spectrum, covering 
even consulting services. 

А world class bureau collects unbiased 
and factual records on identity, public and 
statutory details, credit transactions and 
history, ete. 

It enables the use of risk management, 
fraud and loss prevention tools in order to 
stop identity theft, improve transparency, 
encourage investment and provide a solid 
platform for economic growth. 

The consolidation of data in a single 
outfit allows for lower credit processing 
costs, faster turnaround in credit deci- 
sions and better rates for consumers due 
to the competition created among the 
lenders. 


Benefits 
The establishment of a credit bureau 
brings about benefits to various sectors of 


AFTER their training, Don Bosco students are now ready to be employed as specialty weavers. 


Dream 
WEAVELS s 


because new orders have been pouring in, 
which proves yet again how furniture made 
and designed in the Philippines has made 
its mark in the world market, 

That all started in 2004, when Dedon 
could not accept any more export orders 
because it lacked the necessary manpower 
to execute the weaves that make Dedon fur- 
niture a cut above the rest, thus hampering 
its ability to meet orders on time. 

‘As destiny would have it, Don Bosco had 
earlier approached Dedon to ask if the 
manufacturing firm could accept some of 
its vocational school students, mostly out- 
of-school youth, for on-the-job training. 

Dedon accepted, and it was so impressed. 
by the skills and attitude of the Don Bosco 
students toward work that it ended up hir- 
ing many of them after their two-month 
training, mostly as welders, says Grace 
Neilly S. Querickiol, values formation pro- 
gram manager of Don Bosco. 

Dedon CEO Bobby Dekeyser then 
thought that with the values training and 
skills of the Don Bosco students, they could 
be easily trained to learn a new 
skill—weaving—and solve its human re- 
source problem. 

But while Don Bosco was interested in the 
concept and welcomed the possibility of 
helping more marginalized youth, it was 
hesitant to undertake the project not only 
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THE FUTURE 
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the society, in particular: 

Consumers and Businesses. Along with 
a strong economy and a stable financial 
sector, consumers and businesses can 
have better access to credit because of its 
increased availability. The existence of a 
credit bureau also urges individuals and 
corporate entities to build up their credit 
reputations and histories. 

Financial sector. Financial institutions 
can make accurate risk predictions due to 
the availability and accessibility to a 
breadth of credit information. Equipped 
with the accurate data, banks can lend to 
broader risk segments and implement 
pricing that reflects individual risks. 

Regulatory agencies. More accurate 
information on the health of the financial 
sector enables better supervision. 

Economy. A well-regulated and thriv- 
ing financial sector increases the stability 
of capital allocation and allows for better 
credit availability to consumers and busi- 
nesses, and ultimately, spurting economic 
growth. 


Principles 

‘The establishment of a credit bureau, 
albeit highly advantageous, necessitates 
the support of several organizations, 
mainly banking and financial institutions, 
The success of a credit bureau is highly 
dependent on the adherence to the funda- 
mental principles: 

Principle of Reciprocity—The credit 
bureau members would have access to da- 
ta only if they provide data. 

© Principle of Neutrality—The credit 
bureau will only collate and present facts, 
and, not opinions. 

* Efficient Dispute Handling—The 
credit bureau will provide an effective 
means to handle disputes arising out of 
data stored and presented by the bureau. 
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DEDON'S products find their way abroad 


because it was out of its comfort zone—Don 
Bosco was more into welding, automotive 
repair and carpentry—but also because it 
did not know if it was up to the task. 

Dedon, on the other hand, was also un- 
sure about investing in the training because 
it also did not know if the partnership 
would work out. It did not have that much 
cash on hand to gamble on the project. 

It was at this point that the German De- 
velopment Service (DED) came into the 
picture through its SCOPE project. 

SCOPE consultant Matthias Niggel said 
the chancé of embedding a vocational 
training center in Dedon's supply chain was 
too good to pass up. 

Playing its role as catalyst, DED invested 
500,000 in the construction of a training 
center for weavers within the Don Bosco 
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© Security Standards—The credit bu- 
reau will ensure data confidentiality and 
secured access to data. 

© Customer Data Protection—The 
credit bureau will have an effective means 
of managing consent of subjects of credit 
history. 


Infrastructure 


А credit bureau infrastructure must be 
highly customizable, and must have the 
ability to collate data from varied sources 
such as banks, financial institutions, utili- 
ty providers, telecom companies and pub- 
lic institutions (Le. Securities and Ex- 
change Commission, Department of 
Trade and Industry, Commission on Au- 
dit, Courts, etc.). It should have the capa- 
bility to adopt a presentation format that 
is both comprehensive and intelligible, 
and ideally, should consist of the follow- 
ing 

‘© Demographic and identity informa- 
tion about consumer (individual) and 
commercial (business) entities 

© Credit information 

© Payment history 

ө Security / Collateral & Guarantor in- 
formation 

* Relationship information 

Inquiry information 

* Litigation information 

* Public records 


Conclusion 
The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) 

has long been pushing for the passage of 

the Credit Bureau Bill, with little progress. 

Banks and other industry groups have 
fully backed up this endeavor, but to date, 
discussions and talks about the credit b 
reau remain as is—conversation topics, 
ideas ... brief strokes of brilliance that are 
not put into action. 

‘And as always, we are lagging behind 
our Asian neighbors such as Thailand, 
Hong Kong and Vietnam. Is it not about 
time that a move toward real economic 
growth be given serious attention? 

(The author is chair of the MAP Chapters 
Committee and President of Dun & Brad- 
street Philippines Inc. Feedback at 
mapsec@globenet.com.ph) 
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compound, as provided by the memoran- 
dum of agreement forged in December 
2004 between DED, Dedon and Don Bosco. 

Don Bosco committed to train and pro- 
vide Dedon with skilled weavers that the 
company badly needed, while Dedon and 
DED provided the funding and technical 
support. 

The project got off the ground in January 
2005, and by June, the center produced its 
first graduates—257 out-of-school youth 
aged 18 to 25, who were proud to call 
themselves highly skilled weavers. 

From June to November last year, anoth: 
er 180 students graduated from the school. 

"Dedon took care of their skills training, 
Don Bosco took care of the values training, 
which is important in making them the kind 
of workers that they are," Querickiol says 

‘At the country’s first formal weaving 
school, the students go to Dedon for orien- 
tation and technical skills training. After 
two weeks, they begin work on marketable 
furniture pieces that Dedon buys from the 
students. 

They then go back to Don Bosco for con- 
tinued values training and, after just four 
months, they are assured of a job at Dedon 
or one of its many subcontractors. 

Challenges inevitably cropped up along 
the way, and kinks in the system were 
ironed out, But the first phase was a re. 
sounding success. 

That the out-of-school youth under Don 
Bosco learned a new and marketable skill 
while Dedon was able to increase produc- 
tion by as much as 3.5 container loads of fur- 
niture, are not the only measures of success. 

More importantly, the project has changed 
the way the youth think of themselves. For 
the first time, they are dreaming big. 

“The training has changed the lives of 
these young people,” Querickiol says. 
“Many of them feel good about earning 
money for themselves. Some of them have 
even decided to go back to school. They 
now havea sense of direction and responsi- 
ility that they did not have before." 

All of these business and psychological 
benefits are enough to move the partner- 
ship to its next phase, which should see the 
training of another 300 weavers. 

Dedon and Don Bosco can't wait to get 
started. 
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FILINVEST: 


Building the 
Filipino Dream 


Having a place to stay and be 
protected from outside elements 
is a basic necessity. That is why, 
regardless of social and financial 
status, owning a home is on top of 
everyone's wish list. From ordinary 
people earning regular wages to 
overseas contract workers earning 
hard-earned dollars. 


For over 50 years, Filinvest Land has 
fulfilled its commitment in 
building the Filipino dream. Over 
4,500 hectares of land has been 
transformed mainly into 
residential communities located in 
Metro Manila and key cities 
nationwide. At present, more than 
400,000 satisfied families are 
enjoying their everyday life at 
our best value neighborhoods that 
comes complete with 
amenities and facilities. 


exclusive 


Filinvest also developed 
innovative communities like the 
Asenso Village which are intended 
for budding entrepreneurs. Now 
they have the convenience of 
having a home and 
under one roof. 


business 


The company also expanded its 
market reach by tapping high 
growth ‘regional centers. There is 
an ongoing expansion at North 
Luzon with the development 
of Somerset Lane in Tarlac and 
Hampton Orchards and Claremont 
in Pampanga as well as West 
Palms in Puerto Princesa. 


Aside from communities, Filinvest 
has developed township 
developments like Filinvest East 
County, Ciudad de Calamba and 
Timberland Heights where 
schools, hospitals, business 
establishments are just a stone 


Brentville International 
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Owning a house 


and lot is now easier! 


Get your own dream home with the latest 
In-House Financing by Filinvest Land! 


Also check out our very low 
1096 Down Payment Bank Financing Plan. 


*Compulolion is for a 2BR house & lot, payoble in 25 years, assumes 20% down poy Othe 


Batangas * Bulacan = Cavite • Cebu * Davo 


throw away from their homes. 


Filinvest has also raised the bar for leisure 
lifestyles with residential resort 
communities like Laeuna de Taal, 


Seascapes Resort Town in Mactan, Cebu 
and Kembali Coast in Samal Island, Davao. 
High standards of living deserve world- 
class homes like the premier Brentville 
International, home of Brent 
International School. 


With all these choices, Filinvest Land 
continues to live up to its motto - "We 
Build theFilipino Dream." 


Two Financing Schemes 


Great news to everyone who's planning 
on buying a dream home! Filinvest Land 
has launched two financing schemes that 
will definitely make owning a home easier 
and more affordable. 


Take advantage of Filinvest Land's newest 
In-House Financing Scheme that offers 


r conditions apply 


o * Laguna * Palawan = Pampanga * Quezon City + Rizal • Tarlac • Zomboonga 


fixed interest rates and long payment 
terms for your house and lot. 
imagine a monthly amortization of 
Php 10,165.00 for a two-bedroom house 
andioti* 


Also check out Filinvest Land's low 1096 
down payment bank financing plan. 


Thinking about your dream home is a 
thing of the past. Start owning a house at 
convenient locations like Quezon City, 
Bulacan, Cavite, Laguna, Rizal, Batangas, 
Pampanga, Palawan, Cebu and Davao. 


For more details, call us at 721-5842. 
Or logon to www. filinvest.com.ph 


“computation is for a 2-BR house and lot, 
payable in 25 years, assumes 20% down 
payment; other conditions apply. 
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TELCO CUTS THROUGH CLUTTER 


Globe consolidates units 
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under single brand, logo 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


HOW IMPORTANT IS A NEW 
logo to improving and ensuring 
the fortunes of a company? 

How important is consolidat- 
ing a company's diverse product. 
line under a single brand name? 

In the cutthroat world of 
telecommumications services, 

image apparently plays a sig- 

nificant role in keeping a 
company competitive 
vis-a-vis its rivals, es- 
pecially when one 


GERARDO Ablaza |. Globe president and chief executive officer 


is up against a behemoth with 
more resources and an edge in 
market share. 


New logo 

Globe Telecom Inc. recently 
unveiled its new brand logo 
tailed "Globe Life" and merged 
all its corporate identities under 
a single "Globe" brand. 

Henceforth, all products of 
the company and its sub- 
sidiaries would be marketed to 
the public using a single name, 
eliminating a plethora of 
brands, which company offi- 
cials said had "created confu- 
sion” both internally and exter- 
nally. 

Ina briefing, Globe Telecom 
president and CEO Gerardo C. 
Ablaza Jr. expressed hopes that 
the company would experience 
a "lift" in its market share and 
earnings due to the rebrand- 
ing, but stressed that such a 
benefit would only be a by- 
product of the company's main 
goal. 

"What we really plan to do is 
to simplify things for our 
publics, both inside and out," һе 


said. "This simplifies our brand 
approach and makes [the com- 
pany] easier to remember." 

The company was previously 
using several brands like 
GlobeSolutions and Globequest 
for broadband solutions offered 
to business users. 

While Ablaza was hesitant to 
admit it, however, it is a tried 
and tested principle in market- 
ing that having a unified public 
image increases brand recall, as 
long as the products offered by 
the company are broadly within 
the same business line. 

Ablaza described the branding 
strategy of Globe's various units 
before as “cluttered” and "diffi 
cult to remember" and the coun- 
trys second-largest telecommu- 
nications network had “a prolif- 
eration of brands." 

“We decided that we would 
like to have the mission of 'en- 
riching lives through communi- 
cation’ manifest specifically as 
benefits of ‘ease and relevance’ 
for our customers,” he said. “In 
the spirit of our mission, we 
would like our products and 
services to be easy to under- 


© ыс 
i и RES 


stand, easy to use and hassle- 
free, 


‘Globe Life’ 

According to the company's 
marketing line, the "Globe Life" 
logo "carries with it a promise 
to enrich lives through ease and 
relevance." 

"Globe will strive to create 
and deliver products and ser- 
vices that will greatly benefit 
customers bringing them closer 
to their aspirations, and con- 
necting them with the people 
and events that matter most," 
the company said in a state- 
ment. 

Officials pointed out that the 
corporate structure of the com- 
pany and its operating units 
would remain largely un- 
touched by the rebranding, as 
only the public face would 
change. 

“Globe's mission is to trans- 
form and enrich lives through 
communications," the company 
said. “Internally, this defines 
how we think, how we work and 
how we behave. But it would be 
hollow if this mission remained 
locked-up in Globe's internal be- 
lief system, and did not translate 
to customer benefit.” 

The new symbol “is meant to 
promise endless possibilities,” 
the company said. "It illustrates 
the wealth of products and ser- 
vices that Globe offers to enrich 
their customer experience. 
Each icon in the new logo repre- 
sents not just the things Globe of- 
fers today, but also those that in- 
spire Globe to innovate.” 

At the center of the "Globe 
Life” logo is a hand, represent- 
ing the company's focus on its 
customers “who are at the core 


of everything we do,” Globe 
added. 

Company officials also ex- 
plained that the firm is moving 
toward a state where its cus- 
tomers would have to "interface" 
with only a single representative. 
to have his various concerns ad. 
dressed, even if that company 
representative would have to co- 
ordinate-with other units inter 
nally. 

Globe business head Gil B. Ge- 
nio added that "what is new ... is 
that [the client] will see only one 
brand across all our products and 
services, and our refreshed com 
mitment and spirit, driving every 
individual in Globe, to be more 
customer-centric than ever.” 


Unified approach 

Globe Business will now be 
the carrier brand for the Enter: 
prise Business Group and Small 
and Medium Enterprise Group. 

Globe consumer wireless busi- 
ness group head Ferdinand M. 
Dela Cruz added that the unified 
brand also brings with it new 
products and services. 

During the media briefing, 
Globe unveiled its promise of 
excellent customer experience 
in all touch points across their 
companies; an OFW family 
pack, which aims to bring OFWs 
and their families together by 
making communication even 
more affordable and seamless; 
and the Globe and Yahoo! part- 
nership for browsing made easy 
via oneSearch exclusive on My- 
Globe. 

“The world of telecommuni- 
cations, as we know and experi- 
ence it, continues to evolve, and 
Globe along with it,” Ablaza 
said 


Sitel Phils produces first 
graduates of new course 


The Auto Loan with 
FREE Gas plus a 
VD Player! 


Take a drive with your.family in your new car and 
go farther with FREE gas while enjoying a movie. 


All these at guaranteed low rates up to 
72 months to pay. 


Apply now! Call 631-8000 or 


1-800-10-6318000 (Domestic Toll-free) 
or visit the nearest BDO branch or BDO On-site. 


We find ways 


By Vincent Cabreza 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


BAGUIO CITY—AN EXPERI- 
mental call center course devel- 
oped by business outsourcing 
giant Sitel Philippines has grad- 
uated its first batch of students. 

The University of the 
Cordilleras (UC), the first school 
to test the Sitel-designed course 
in communications and technol- 
ogy application, honored 68 
business management students 
who officially passed the course 
during graduation rites last Au- 
gus. 

Sitel is also preparing to tie up 
with the University of Baguio 
(UB), which has obtained cre 
dentials for a specialized call cen- 
ter curriculum it plans to offer 
this year, the Inquirer learned. 

Dr. Leonarda Aguinalde, dean 
of the UC college of business ad- 
ministration, said Sitel has been 
negotiating for partnerships with 
Baguio schools to secure a labor 
force once it expands. 

Sitel president Danilo Reyes 
told the Inqumen earlier that the 
firm plans to expand its call cen- 
ter services to include technical 
ог marketing response systems 
for engineers, lawyers and doc- 


tors based overseas. 

He said the Sitel course mod- 
ule would be offered as an elec- 
tive for students, who want first- 
hand training in Sitel working 
processes. 

Aguinalde said partnership ar- 
rangement with Sitel is ideal for 
universities because it opens 
doors to the $49-billion global in- 
dustry, 

For many universities, call cen- 
ters offer them the means to in- 
crease the employment rate for 
their graduates, she said. 

“We can graduate a [hotel and 
management] student, but she 
can look around and realize 
there are no new hotels or 


restaurants being built [to ac- 
commodare new employees]. Its 
a condition [shared by] the rest 
of the country Aguinalde вай! 

She said UC also benefits from 
the “added competence" that the 
Sitel program offers undergradu- 
are and graduate school stu- 
dents. 

Apart from the edge offered by 
the elective once the same HR 
student applies at Sitel the firm's 
training course expands her vo- 
cabulary, “allowing her to match 
the job seekers who graduated 
from Ateneo." 

‘Aguinalde said she offered the 
Sitel test course as a free elective 
by converting the 300-hour in- 
1emship requirement for busi- 
mess students to 300-hour ses- 
sions with Sitel trainors. 

Aguinalde said most university 
graduates would still treat call 
centers as a vehicle for short- 
term or transitional employ- 
ment. 

This may explain the poor re- 
sponse to a special UC curricu- 
lum on call center technology 
and communication when the 
university offered it recently. 

“We received the’ clearance 
from the Commission on Higher 
Education [to offer this course], 
but when we opened, there were 
no takers,” Aguinalde said. 

“Perhaps it is not wise to com- 
pete with call centers themselves, 
which also offer free training to 
job candidates in their 
academies,” she said. 

UB is exploring a full curricu- 
lum to train career call center pro- 
fessionals, but it will be open to 
students enrolled in other fields 
of study like political science. 

“The idea is to offer political 
science students another way of 
applying their skills because 
there are far fewer job offerings 
for their. profession,” said а UB 
instructor who was among those 
who prepared the curriculum, 
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Philex Mining 
on aggressive 
exploration mode 


By Daxim L. Lucas " т ааа mmm тсс 


INING STOCKS HAVE |: oe! ug fh e d 
been hot picks with in- z] Я ac СС ount 
vestors in recent months, |: n 3 1 rat FU a xd OY TA >) 
both the speculative and serious kind. |. E Ea Hon SUN, уч, 4 ies da а E fl 
‘Some stocks, in particular, have recorded ) МА hte (O; 1 8) асе 2 
spectacular price increases, rewarding those {м j Ё «СЫ ›/ Na Dot le e es P 
who have bet large and small fortunes on. s 
firms with little fundamentals to stand on. 
One mining issue, however, has remained 
largely below the radar of investors, despite it 
having among the strongest fundamentals in 
the market and the cheapest stock price rela- 
tive to its actual and potential earnings. 
Indeed, despite the growing interest in 
mining, the share price movement of publicly 
listed Philex Mining Corp. have yet to attract 
the attention of a broader set of buyers. 


Second look 

In а recent interview, however, Philex 
chairand CEO Walter W. Brown outlined the 
direction of one of the country’s oldest and 
largest mining firms that may force investors 
to take a second look. 

Specifically he laid out a set of projects that 
would help the company through the expect- 
ed exhaustion of its existing precious metals 
reserves by 2014. 

“We're fully covered until 2014, but we [al- 
so] have a lot of projects down the road,” 
Brown said, explaining that the company's 
ability to profit from its existing mining oper- 
ations will depend both on the quality of the 
remaining ore at its sites and the price of pre- 
cious metals on the world marker. 

‘And with gold prices having hit a 16-month 
high on the world market, investors are tak- 
ing a closer look at mining stocks, including 
Philex, whose share price rose sharply—and 
quite unexpectedly—on the Philippine Stock 
Exchange last week. 

During the interview, Brown revealed that 
Philex had already expressed its interest in 
setting up operations in the gold-rich Mount 
Diwalwal Mining Reservation. 

He said that he had recently made his in- 
tentions known to government authorities in 
charge of developing what is touted as the 
Philippines richest gold mine. 


Huge gold reserves 

Mount Diwalwal in Compostela Valley is 
estimated to hold as much as $18 billion of 
gold reserves, according to the latest govern- 
ment estimate. 

‘According to Brown, the company is 
uniquely positioned to develop the area and 


succeed where other mining firms have |j 
failed, despite the fact that the area is a 16, FE R 
hotbed of unrest, with small miners, indige- 


nous people, local government and the mili- 
tary and rebel units fighting for control of the 
lucrative gold panning operations. 

"We are familiar with all the factors in- 
volved," he said. "We have been in the busi- 
ness for many years. We have the local net- 
work and we know the LGUs (local govern- = 
теат . | ^j  Thesafe,fastandreliable way to | 

As far as turning Mt. Diwalwal into а prof- D iy wl i Е 
itable mining operation for all stakeholders 3 send money an here im the wor 
goes, Brown said that no foreign company E 
can match the experience that Philex has. ү BPI to World Money Transfer allows you to 
Aggressive program Б рау international suppliers, educational bills, 

With the continuing high metal prices, international subscriptions or any other 
Philex and its gold subsidiary Philex Gold Inc. overseas payment needs. BPI to World transfer 
w а ол an aggressive nationwide rates are competitive so your money really gs% 

exploration program. it 

In Benguet, the company has started exten- goes a long way for you. Call 89-100 
sive exploration of the existing orebody and | 1 or log on to www.bpiexpressonline.com 
surrounding prospects. E for more details. 

Diamond drilling will be undertaken at the 
Sto. Tomas II orebody of the existing Padcal 
mine to possibly extend further the mine life, 

Philex has programmed several known 
porphyry copper-gold targets for exploration 
this year. 

‘The Tapaya prospect, 5 km to the southeast 
of the Padcal mine is currently drilling its sec- 
ond hole with some encouraging results. 

Butan and Midway prospects, two major 
gold vein systems close to the existing Padcal 
mine are currently being explored and ex- 
pected to provide additional ore to the com- 
pany's existing mine. 


Restarting operations 
“Other prospects in Luzon located in the 
provinces of Batangas, Pangasinan and Zam- 
balez will be explored once the permits are 
UUNDERRATED/B3-2 
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By Tonette Orejas 
Inquirer Central Luzon 


CITY OF MALOLOS—THREE TERMS 
аз governor of Bulacan have failed to tire 
the dreamer and doer in Josefina Josie” 
dela Cruz. 

After completing nine years of public 
service, this Ateneo de Manila University 
‘management: engineering graduate has 


moved on to the private sector to sustain THE 
her advocacy for local economic develop- GOVERNOR 
-e receives 
Нег vehicle is ће Bulacan North Food "ап Alab 
Exchange (BNFE), a private enterprise Haraya 
where De la Cruz, 49, is the president. Аа 


"We want the private sector to give 
more jobs,” De la Cruz said of the ven- 
tures goal during her presentation at the 
recent 2007 public govemance forum 
dubbed "Mahal ko ang Pilipinas” in Pasay 
City. 

Governance system 

In that event, the BNFE was fea- 
tured as one of the sectoral organiza- 
tions that had been initiated into the 
public governance system, a partici- 
patory approach introduced by the 
International Solidarity in Asia. 

With ISAs guidance, BNFE has crafted a 
roadmap to reaching its vision by 2017. 

‘The BNFE, she said, “supports the 
provinces vision of a stronger middle 
dass" 

"Our commitment is to improve the 
lives of our people. In Bulacan, our formu- 
Ja is the [BNFE]. As an infrastructure, it is 
a strategic marketing and distribution de- 
pot that will modernize the distribution of 
goods and services in North Luzon. It will 
also showcase Philippine, Southeast Asian 
and global products," she said. 

BNFE, she added, is also a "concrete ap- 
plication” of the model encouraged by the 
Foundations for People Development. 

‘That model consolidates programs for 
people development like packaging cen- 
ters, cooperative marts, savings and mi- 


DELA 
CRUZ 
takes part 
ina feeding 
program. 
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crofinance associations and values edu- 
cation programs, FPD president Raul Her- 
nandez said. 

In Bulacan's case, De la Cruz said the 
provincial govemmentprivate sector 
partnership during her stint as governor 
had laid the groundwork for the ВМРЕ. 

‘The P8S-million funding for the depot 
to be built in 2008 in a 20-hectare area in 
Balagtas town is shared by the provincial 
government and the private sector. 

The national government, through the 
Department of Public Works and High- 
way, is constructing a P340-million inter- 
change near the BNFE, also in 2008. 

To complement these efforts, the 
provincial and local governments have re- 
tooled the system by eliminating bureau- 
cratic red tape through expanded comput- 
erization in real property tax information, 
geographic information, billing system, 
assessment operation and promotional 
programs. 


Fertile ground 
Programs like the BNFE find fertile 
ground in Bulacan because of the 
province's considerable economic and hu- 
man resources. 
In Bulacan, there are 1,579 registered 
cooperatives with 191,937 members. 


jobs. 


‘Their total assets amount to PS.299 billion 
and they have created at least 17,129 


Their products and services extend to 
946,435 consumers or 43 percent of the 
province's population. 

The province has 35,897 small and 
medium enterprises, making up 33 per- 
cent of those registered in the whole of 
Central Luzon. 

Enterprises are considered micro if 
their capital is less than P3 million; small, 
up to PIS million; and medium, up to 
P100 million. 

‘SMEs in Bulacan contributed P14 bil- 
lion or 36 percent of the total investments 
in the region. 

These generated 148,895 jobs or 34 
percent of the regioris total employment 
that year 

In the league of active exporters are at 
least 149 enterprises or 24.15 percent of 
the region's total SMEs. 

Manufacturing textiles and leather 
items, furniture, jewelry and gifts and 
house decors and mostly food products, 
these enterprises are spread over the 
province's 22 towns and two cities. 

"To support micro, cottage and small en- 
trepreneurs, the provincial government 
opened in September 2005 the Bulacan 
Packaging and Toll Packing Center. 

It provides label design, toll packaging, 
packaging materials and consultancy ser- 
vices. 

This center is at the frontline of “Tatak 
Bulakenyo,” which is the seal of quality for 
services and products of the province. 

Agricultural development has been 
boosted through P40.4 million worth of 
support to farmers. 

Farmers planting high value commer- 
cial crops have eamed an additional in- 
соте of P23,000 for every 500 square me- 
ters, De la Cruz said. 

The provincial government went into 
investment promotions through out- 
bound missions, trade fairs, bayanihan eq- 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2007 


GOVERNOR Josie cleans up a drainage canal at the Bulacan provincial capitol. 


wity assistance marketing program, Pis 
tang Bulacan sa America and the passage 
of the Provincial Investments Incentives 
Code. 

“Consistent with our belief that our 
people is our greatest resource, we invest- 
ed in our young and developed programs 
to strengthen our familie" she said, 
adding that 174,324 youths have availed 
themselves of livelihood and employment 
training while 51,671 others have attend- 
ed capability-building workshops. 


Backbone 

The education and health sectors have 
undergone significant reforms. 

The Project Joint Systems Improve- 
ment in Education, for instance, has 
raised mathematical skills in computa- 
tion and comprehension from both 
39.40 percent in 2000 to 85.99 percent. 
апа 75.15 percent, respectively, in 
2004-2005. 

The Alay Paglingap expanded the 
health insurance coverage to the poorest 
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granted,” Brown said. 

In the Visayas, Philex is currently re- 
evaluating the Bulawan gold deposit lo- 
cated in Sipalay, Negros Occidental with 
a view to reopen the mine's operations. 

Exploration to find extension of the 
depositis also programmed. 

The mine has produced 465,766 
equivalent ounces of gold from 1996 to 
2002 and still has a current resource 
base of over 25 million tons at 1.9 g/t 
gold 

Mineralized and potentially signifi- 
cant gold resources exist at seven other 


gold prospects close to Bulawan and 
will be the subject of an aggressive ex- 
ploration starting this year. Drilling at 
the Nagtalay prospect, 4 km to the 
southwest of Bulawan, will start this 
month, 

A promising porphyry copper-gold 
target, the Bulog prospect, 5 km 
southeast of the known Sipalay mine, 
is also expected to be explored this 
year. 

Meanwhile, Brown said the Boyon- 
gan deposit located in Surigao del 
Norte, a Philex-Anglo American joint 


venture, is now in the prefeasibility 
stage. 

Another joint venture property with- 
in the granted permit, the Lascogon 
Project is a Philex-FEC Resources joint 
venture also located in Surigao del 
Norte where exploration of its Carlin- 
like target is currently being undertak- 
en 


More targets 

‘Two more targets within the Lasco- 
gon Project are also scheduled to be 
evaluated this year 


According to Brown, Philex is also 
currently evaluating several properties 
in Mindanao. 

Specifically, a wholly owned property 
with an area of approximately 10,000 
hectares with an exploration permit ap- 
plication located in Surigao del Sur is 
scheduled to be evaluated in 2008. 

‘The company placed under care and 
maintenance its Sibutad Project їп Zam- 
boanga del Norte а few years back but 
will continue to do exploration in the 
area while maintaining the facilities and 
its environment. 


of the poor so that they would not be de- 
prived of medical care. 

De la Cruz harnesses all these through 
the BNFES “cloverleaf strategy.” 

She said this puts together the packing 
business sector, trucking management 
and operation sector, cold storage. sector 
and wholesale market sector. 

At the center of these is the "extensive 
application of information technology" 

Altogether, these will cater to the retail 
network, export-import business, human 
resource management and exhibition cen- 
ter, 

She said preparations for the BNFE are 
focused now on the strengthening of co- 
operatives and SMEs. 

The support of the provincial govern- 
mentis not lacking. 

De la Cruz's younger brother, Joselito 
Mendoza, is the current governor. 

In her time, she said “the programs 
were done more by the private sector. Sa 
akin, direction, support lang. (1 just give 
direction, support).” 


"The company's priorities remain to 
expand known deposits, to assess the 
known targets on its properties system- 
atically and where appropriate, contin- 
че to investigate and acquire properties 
of merit," Brown said. 

Trading at only five times its price- | 
earnings multiple for 2007 and three 
times its ratio for next year, the stock | 
easily the most underrated mining firm 
on the PSE today. 

If the company's ventures succeed, 
however, it may not stay that way for | 
long. 
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Disturbing tax proposals 


By René G. Bañez 
Contributor 


T AM WRITING THIS TO DISTURB 
our leaders in the executive and legislative. 
branches of government, as well as our 
Jeaders in the private sector, because un- 
Jess we entertain a holistic and out-of-the- 
box solution to address the continuing 
budget deficit, we cannot make poverty 
history and move the country forward at a 
faster pace. 


RP's current tax system 

"The countrys current tax system can be 
characterized in two simple words: Com- 
plicated and uncompetitive. It is complicat- 
ей because itis difficult to comply with and 
enforce. It is uncompetitive because the tax 
rates are high compared with other East 
Asian counties and the tax costs are unpre- 
diciable. 

1f we go back 40 years ago and describe 
the tax system then, it is simply global. A 
global tax system is a tax system where all 
types of income are combined and subject- 
ed toa single rate or to graduated rates, 

In other words, both ordinary income 
arising from employment, business and 
practice of profession, and passive income. 
like interest income from savings and time 
deposits, capital gains from sale of real 
property or shares of stock are all reported 
in one income tax retum, and one set of tax 
rates is applied on the tax base, 

At that time, business, commercial and 
personal transactions and dealings were 
very simple. 

"Today, business structures and deal- 
ings have become very complex. Corpo- 
rate organizations have different layers 
of shareholdings and engage in differ- 
ent types of business transactions. Like- 
wise, personal individual transactions 
have become as complex as businesses. 

Hence, the difficulty of both reporting on 
the part of taxpayers and monitoring on the 
part oftax officers of the various types of in- 
comes earned. 

Because of these difficulties and com- 
plexities, the national government 
through the years, had passed myriad 
tax laws to capture the new and various 
types of income, but in the process have 
changed the tax landscape of the coun- 
try from being purely global to a mixed 
global and schedular tax system. 

А schedular tax system is another tax 


system that treats different types of in- 
come differently, making them subject to 
different rates and at different tax bases, 
either at gross or net. 

"The 20-percent final withholding tax on. 
interest income arising from savings and 
time deposits is an example of a schedular 
type of tax. This was introduced to capture. 
the interest income of depositors who are 
protected by the Bank Secrecy Law. 

Single and final tax rates were also intro- 
duced on various types of capital gains like 
sale of shares of stocks and real properties 
classified as capital assets, Minimum corpo- 
rate income tax was also introduced to ob- 
igate consistently losing companies to pay 
a minimum amount of tax. 

‘Ad valorem or specific tax is another 
area of taxation that has become very con- 
troversial because government and the in- 
dusty players cannot simply agree on an 
acceptable tax. 

"Tix laws were not limited to changing 
tax policies but also tax administration. The 
creation of the large taxpayer's office as dic- 
tated by IMF is one of the most noticeable. 

‘The control of the filing of tax fraud cas- 
es with the courts being transferred from 
the BIR to DOJ and the Lateral Attrition 
Law were the latest additions to the tax ad- 
ministration changes. 

To date, we have more than 300 tax 
laws enacted by virtue of Presidential De- 
crees and Republic Acts. While some of 
these laws have contributed in improving 
the processes of reporting and monitoring, 
"which resulted in the increase in revenue 

collection on certain types of tax, on the 
whole, it only complicated the tax system. 
and therefore tax compliance and tax en- 
forcement have become more difficult. 


Capacity of the revenue agency 

When we look at the capacity of the rev- 
enue agency, unavoidably we must exam- 
ine its resources and institutional compe- 
tency. 

Historically if we look at the annual bud- 
get of the BIR, it is less than one percent of 
its revenue collections. This is not commen- 
surate to its gargantuan task of collecting 
the bulk of total revenue collections. 

‘There were even occasions in the 
past where the annual fees paid to SGS 
are much more than the annual budget, 
ofthe BIR. 

If we use this as a measurement of ca- 
pacity, then the annual budget of the rev- 


RAPU RAPU Processing Inc. (КАРІ), a subsidiary of Lafayette Philippines Inc. (LPI), 


formally presented its ISO 14001:2004 


certificate to Environment Secretary Lito 


Atienza (2nd from left). The certification recognizes the project's environmental 
management system (EMS) as being at par with international standards. With Atienza 
are company officals led by LPI chair and president Carlos б. Dominguez (right). 


enue agency is grossly inadequate. We 
will draw the same conclusion if we com- 
pare it with the budget of revenue agen- 
cies in the Asian region. 

Our complicated tax system has affected 
the tax processes and consequently impact- 
ed on the institutional competency of the 
tax agency Because of its inadequate bud- 
get and certain limitations attached to it, 
the agency is unable to get the necessary 
tools to improve its tax efficiency 

For the same reason, technical train- 
ing is not also a priority. The regular 
training that the agency provides is not 
the type of training that really enhances 
the technical competencies of revenue 
officers and improves their effective- 
ness, Because of the salary standardiza- 
tion in government, the agency is not an 
employer of choice of new graduates. 

‘Thus, the agency is unable to replenish 
the соге competencies of its present work- 
force. The lack of resources, the declining 
number of motivated and competent 
‘workforce and the absence of accountabili 
ty measurement system have affected and 
will continue to affect the institutional ca- 
pacity ofthe agency. 


Where do we go from here? 

Tax income accounts for almost 85 
percent of our national revenue and the 
BIR collects almost 80 percent of this 
tax revenue. Of the 20 percent that the 
ВоеС collects, 60 percent are internal 
revenue taxes like VAT. If the govern- 
ment wants to improve its revenue, it 
has to improve its tax system. 

The tax system has two facets: Tax ad- 
ministration and tax policy. Tax adminis- 
tration pertains to the process of collect- 
ing taxes and tax policy defines what 
taxes to collect. The BIR and the BOC are 
responsible for tax administration and 
the Department of Finance is respon 
ble for identifying tax policy. Overhaul- 
ing the tax system means restructuring 
tax administration and reforming tax 
policy. 

“Taxation has two phases namely: Com- 
pliance and enforcement. To have an effi- 
ient and effective tax system, a balance of 
the two is essential. However, since 98 per- 
cent of internal revenue collections come 
from voluntary compliance, the focus 
should be more on compliance 

The simpler the tax system, the easier it 
is for taxpayers to comply with and also the. 


easier for tax administrators to implement. 
Conversely the more complicated it is, the 
more difficult it is to comply with and im- 
plement. 

‘Addressing the continuing budget deficit 
of the country requires a new vision and 
approach, 

Unless we fine tune our tax system to 
raise revenue in an environment of chang- 
ing technology, growing globalization and 
increasing complexity, we will never be 
able to ensurea sustainable and continuous 
flow of revenue to meet government re- 
quirements, Equally important is to consid- 
er the behavior of Filipino taxpayers and lo- 
cal culture. 

How do we reform the tax system? First, 
is to identify the principles that will charac- 
terize the new tax system. I propose consid- 
ering five internationally accepted princi- 
ples of good tax policy that have been 
adopted by developed economies, The five 
principles are simplicity, faimess, enforce- 
ability, predictability and sustainability 

1. Simplicity—the tax law should be 
simple so that taxpayers understand the 
rules and can comply with them correctly 
and ina cost-efficient manner. 

2, Faimess—similarly situated taxpayers 
should be taxed similarly but equitably. 

3. Enforceability—the tax law should be 
enforceable and can easily be implement- 
ed. A tax law is good only when it is en- 
forced. 

4, Predicrabilty—the tax system should 
enable the government to determine how 
much tax revenue will be collected and 

when they will be collected. 

5. Sustainability—the tax system 
should be capable to collect the desired 
revenue for government for a much 
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THE BUREAU of Internal Revenue is hard pressed to meet its collection target this year. 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


CISCO PHILIPPINES 15 SET TO 
put more focus on nontraditional 
market sectors such as tourism, real 
estate and construction. 

“The tourism industry is an ex- 
citing new market for us,” Cisco 
Philippines manager Luichi Robles 
said, citing a recent study from the 
Wallace Business Forum as basis 
for the firm's prospects. 

The study projects a growth in 
tourist arrivals of 14 percent a year 
and over $1 billion in investments 
in hotels and resorts for this year 
alone. 

To take advantage of the oppor- 
tunity, Cisco Philippines will intro- 
duce the Cisco Connected Real E 
tate (CCRE) solution for the TREC 
sectors. 

The CCRE, specifically tailored 
for individuals and companies that 
create and operate real estate, po- 


sitions the "network as the plat- 
form,” a concept that is expected to 
enable firms to increase revenues, 
reduce costs and improve share- 
holder value. 

"This intelligent building infras- 
tructure creates an unprecedented 
opportunity for improved services, 
enhanced processes, and cost-ef- 
fective operations," Robles said. 

Meanwhile, Cisco continues to 
offer top-of-the-line networking 
solutions with its Data Center and 
Unified Communications solu- 
tions. 

The Data Center architecture 
places more of the workload onto 
the network through consolida- 
tiom, virtualization and automa- 
tion technologies. 

It also collapses the functions of 
standalone devices into modules to 
help customers save on rack space, 
cabling, port consumption and 
support costs in addition to reduc- 


longer period of time. 


Foundation 

These principles should serve as the 
foundation in redesigning the new tax sys- 
tem and rewriting the new tax code. 

Secondly, organize a group from both 
the public and private sectors to jointly un- 
dertake this monumental project. 

Addressing this problem requires the in- 
volvement and participation of other key 
stakeholders. The voice and the views of 
the private sector must be heard and con- 
sidered because they are the sector that 
would be mostly affected and covered by 
the changes. 

Third, once a new tax code is crafted and 
developed for legislation, the tax agency 
should also develop new tax processes, and 
rules and regulations to make it opera- 
tional. The success of any legislation is in its 
implementation and enforcement. Better 
and improved tax compliance will materi- 
alize only if tax requirements, processes 
and rules are simple and fai. 

Finally, reinvent the tax agency to pro- 
vide meaningful organizational support to 
the changes and improve the delivery of tax 
services to taxpayers. 

We need a new tax agency that is tax- 
payer-focused, We need to modernize tax 
administration and possibly make it inde- 
pendent to enable it to make its own deci- 
sions. 

Unless we address the core of the prob- 
Jem, budget surplus will never become a 
realty 

The author is a professor of Taxation. 
‘and Corporate Governance at the Ateneo 
Law School and former Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue. 


Cisco targets new markets 


ing power consumption. 

Asia-Pacific managing director 
for Data Center Sales Andre Smit 
said Cisco was working on its first 
Green Data Center project in the 
Philippines. 

"It may eventually be a showcase 
for a secure connectivity that al- 
lows rich collaboration between 
two companies of different geogra- 
phies, different industries and with 
different business processes," he 
said. 

Unified Communications is an- 
other focus area for Cisco. The sys- 
tem is a suite of voice, data and 
video products and applications 
specifically designed to help org 
nizations of all sizes to communi- 
cate more effectively. 

It also allows customers to inte- 
grate their communication system 
with their IT infrastructure to 
make their businesses perform 
more effectively. 
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Farmers now net surfers 


By Amy R. Remo 


ONE ARE THE DAYS 

when Filipino farmers went 

about their work with bare 
feet, looking scrawny in stained, 
tattered clothes. 

As today's farmer starts to ride on the 
technology wave, he now tinkers with mod- 
em equipment and is slowly acquiring 
knowledge through the information-rich 
cyberspace. 

Various farming technologies have al- 
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ready been made available. 

This is evident in some of the 4.8 million 
farms around the country, covering about 
9.7 million hectares of land. 


Internet programs 

Farmers can also freely make use of the 
Department of Agriculture's “Open Acade- 
my for Philippine Agriculture.” 

‘Then there are the "Mobile Internet Bus,” 
which is used to deliver online services, and 
"Farmers Information and Technology Ser- 
vices Centers." 

Now, farmers are slowly reaping gains, 
most notable of which are the educational 
benefits. 

Just last month, 17 agricultural exten- 
sion workers and farmers graduated from 
the one-and-a-half month online training 
course on Minus-One-Element Technique 
(МОЕТ), an easy way to diagnose nutrients 
deficiency in the soil. 

Implemented by the Philippine Rice Re- 
search Institute, the online course is a com- 
ponent project of the Open Academy for 
Philippine Agriculture Program. 

Орара is a network of government institu- 


{ tions that provide education, training and 


communication in agriculture using ICTS. 

Unlike the traditional training program, 
the e-learning project uses both conven- 
tional and electronic media such as online 
modules, forums and chats, instant mes- 
saging, and field practicum to teach farm. 
en. 

The participants, mostly from the Sci- 
ence City of Muñoz and Cabanatuan City, 
completed the course by attending a series 
ofonline courses and discussions, as well as 
conducting an actual MOET setup. 

"What they liked most was the interaction 
with fellow AEWs and online expert,” e. 
learning coordinator Ronan G. Zagado said. 


Open academy 

"The e-learning modules served as learn- 
ing materials, with guide questions posted 
on the site for students to answer. 

PhilRice said this learning format is ex- 
pected to enhance real-time online discus- 
sions among students coming from differ- 
ent places and an expert. 

The online forum allows students to 
leave questions for the expert to answer at 
any given time. 

Meanwhile, a field activity tracks the ap- 
plication of knowledge gained from the on- 
line course. 

Participants are expected to evaluate the 
e-learning program—from content to sys- 
tem operations—to improve the e-learning 
project, which will be offered regularly 
next year, as part of the PhilRice Training 
Program. 

Aside from MOET, another course, “How 
to make the Maligaya Rice Hull Stove,” is 
also accessible at www.openacademy.ph. 

‘The Opapa Advisory Council had already 
recommended that this system should be 
used as the common e-learning platform 
not only for rice but also for other crops. 

PhilRice Executive Director Leocadio S. Se- 
bastian earlier said that the online course aims 
to provide a learning option for farmers, coop- 
eratives and other various farmer-groups. 

“We understand that [farmers] lack the re- 
sources to attend our onsite training pro- 
grams," Sebastian said. “With this e-learning 
project, we hope to facilitate learning at a 
minimal cost, despite geographical dispari- 
w 


Increasing productivity 

For its part, the DA has also been making 
good use of the Internet and modern tech- 
nology to help increase agricultural pro- 
ductivity and raise farmers’ income. 

‘Agriculture Secretary Arthur C. Yap earli- 
er said the DA plans to put up electronic 
kiosks and create an e-portal system to con- 
nect various computer centers, which 
‘would be set up around the country. 

In these centers, farmers can check mar- 
ket prices of their commodities and seek 
business partnerships using the Internet. 

“These kiosks should be services driven 
so that farmers would use them,” Yap said. 
“If a farmer asks, can we get help? Can we 
talk and reach out to other farmers? Can we 
reach new markets through this? The an- 
swers must be yes." 

The DA, Microsoft Corp. and the Depart- 
ment of Science and Technology met early 
this year to explore possible collaborations 
in the hope of replicating the success of Chi- 
паз Information and Communications 
‘Technology partnership with Microsoft. 

Microsoft is also set to discuss how it can 
partner with Opapa and other ICT projects 
for Philippine agriculture. 

“Microsoft can greatly help efforts to 
modernize Philippine agriculture by pro- 
viding computers, licensed Microsoft soft- 
‘ware and training for computer program- 
mers,” Yap said. 

Ultimately, the modernization of Philip- 
pine agriculture could very well translate to 
higher incomes for Filipino farmers and 
better living conditions for their families. 
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N OCT. 4, THE PHILIPPINE 

Church and the entire Do- 

minican family will cele- 
brate the centennial of the canoni- 
cal coronation of Our Lady of the 
Holy Rosary, La Naval de Manila. 

For this once-in- fetime occasion, a 
very special dress is g made since 
February and is now on its final stages of 
embroidery. It will be ready for the com- 
memoration of 100 years of the Filipinos’ 
love and devotion for the Queen of the Holy 
Rosary. 

‘On Oct. 5, 1907, His Holiness Pope Pius X 
declared the venerated image was a beacon 
of faith and hope for the Filipino people, 
and recognized the miraculous cures and 
favors granted to her devotees. 

On that day, a huge crowd gathered in 
various places at Plaza de Isabel II, Paseo de 
Magallanes, Plaza de Santo Tomas, Plaza 
de Santo Domingo, and Intendencia in In- 
tramuros—to witness the canonical coro- 
mation. It was the first papally approved 
coronation of a Marian icon in the history of 
the Philippine Church. 

For that occasion, the image wore a mag- 
nificent gold-embroidered cape with the 
signature papaya-leaf design and a gilt-sil- 
ver plancha (frontal) which is still in use to- 
day. 

The robes, offerings from el pueblo fil- 
ipino, were locally crafted using flat metal- 
lic and bullion threads from Europe. 

Inan atelier in the metropolis is an elabo- 
rately designed and resplendently crafted 
dress being given the final touches by a 
team of 10 sewers and needlepoint work- 
ers. 

‘After almost seven months of intense and 
intricate needlework under the supervision 
of the bordadera, Nena Bernales, inter- 
weaving vines, palm fronds, and garlands 
of roses have come to life. 

The original design by Arthur Munar left 
virtually no empty space on the basic lamé. 
To distinguish one floral figure from the 
other elements of the design, Bernales used 
a mix of metallic and genuine Indian gold 
inuod threads (because of its worm-like ap- 
pearance). 

Millimeter by millimeter, thread by 
thread, the dress is being fashioned to per- 
fection 

The exquisite apparel is a gift to Our La- 
dy of La Naval by the family of | Eddie Chua. 
‘Through the years, many benefactors and 
Marian devotees have offered gifts to Our E а 
Lady in the form of heirloom jewelry or gala 3 2 s DAR? 
dresses, as tokens of gratitude. č А a & AN; @ 

Some gifts easily come to mind, such as s e 


the Carrascoso dress, also known as the nu- 
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WO UPSCALE DEVELOPMENTS TO 
watch are Hacienda Escudero near 
San Pablo City in Quezon, and Mon- 
tecito in Canlubang, Laguna, both out- 
standing but each demonstrating a differ- 
ent approach to offering quiet getaways 
from city life. 

Hacienda Escudero offers the reassuring 
comfort of Filipino tradition. 

Covering the area around Villa Escud- 
ero, the venerable tourist destination 
that successfully pioneered the concept 
of an all-Filipino resort, the mixed-use 
development retains the all-Filipino fla- 
vor that has made the Escudero resort so 
popular. 

The Escudero family and Landco Pacific 
are jointly developing 415 hectares of plan- 
tation land into a residential resort commu- 
nity that takes its cues from the resort's 
down-home Pinoy charm 

In the halcyon days of the 1930s Philip- 
pine Commonwealth era, the plantation 
was recognized as probably the most pro- 
gressive, innovative coconut plantation in 
the country. So forward-thinking was the 
Escudero patriarch that he installed one of 
the first hydroelectric plants in the country 
harnessing the lakes in the hacienda prop- 
erty to produce power for mechanizing 
agricultural processing. 


Two new 
developments 
highlight 
modern 


Filipino 


architecture 


Hacienda Escudero development in Quezon province. 


JUN ALFON, ACCLAIMED 
for his exotic and colorful de- 
piction of Mindanao tribes, 
comes back to his roots, 
Davao, to mount a homecom- 
ing one-man show, his 20th, 
“Mystical and Magical Min- 
danaolV." 

Opening ceremonies will be 
held Sept. 20 at Mi Casita Tu. 
Casita Art Gallery (owned by 
Mary Ann Valverde), Dianne 
Building, Quimpo Boulevard, 
Davao. 

Cutting the ribbon will be 
three generations of promi- 
nent art lovers: Patricia Mon- 
temayor, her daughter 
Maryanne “Baby” Montemay- 
or, and granddaughter Marga 
Montemayor Nograles. 

“Mystical and Magical Min- 
danao IV" will feature a collec- 
tion of richly portrayed lyrical 
paintings of the tribal people 
ofthe South. 

This collection eloquently 
combines imagination and in- 
terpretation as it captures the 


breathing, walking be- 
ings—albeit generally un- 
known—with whom we coex- 
ist. Their warmth and natural- 
ness move me every time I am 
among them.” 

After three successive sell- 


mystical soul of southern out exhibits in Manila, Alfon 
tribes such as the Tibolis, decided to bring "Mystical and 
Bagobos, Higawnons, and Magical Mindanao IV" to the 
Maranaos. place where he grew up and 


"Although they are almost 
forgotten, they are as impor- 
tant as we are,” says Alfon. “I 
capture them on canvasso that 
others may know they are 


his subjects live. 

In this exhibit, Alfon charac- 
teristically demonstrates 
depth in capturing the indige- 
nous people's inner strength, 
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Escape city blues at Montecito 
and Hacienda Escudero 


‘The modern development takes its iden- 
tity from the Escudero family vision and 
their legacy. 

When completed, Hacienda Escudero 
will have hotels, spas, medical facilities, 
shopping and restaurant facilities, and 
leisure facilities that include a golf course, 
water park and botanical gardens winding 
throughout the development. 

Completely 21st-century Filipino in atti- 
tude, new houses are to be designed in 
Modern-Filipino style, contemporary archi- 
tecture based on surviving plantation hous- 
es from the 1930s Commonwealth era that 
are typical to the San Pablo area. 

‘Together with Monterrazas de Cebu, an- 
other Landco development, Hacienda Es- 
cudero is one of the few new developments 
that champions Modern-Filipino architec- 
ture. 

Hacienda Escudero, designed to bring 
back traditional neighborhood values, is 
people-friendly, encouraging houses to 
have verandas face the street to give resi- 
dents opportunities to interact with each 
other. 


Villa Escudero, a plantation house in the 1930s Philippine Commonwealth-era style, 


Jun Alfon mounts homecoming show in Davao 


reach out 


lenciano. 


tured in 


four-time 


ends. 


The Queen's coronation gown ы. 


fabricated in Spain using gold 
threads. 

In the 1960s, a quite unique 
dress was made in Vietnam, us- 
ing an Oriental motif, and was 
worn by the image as a pamba- 
hay after the October festivities. 

^ pink-and-blue dress, given 
by the family of Dr. Rolando and 
Nancy Mendoza, is usually 
worn by the Virgin in May. 

‘A complete ensemble using 
gold thread for the blouse and 
skirt was given by Dr. Joey and 
Chary Sollano in 1993. 

For Bernales and her family, 
the opportunity to sew the Vir- 


Canonicat 


Domingo 


gin's dress for such an impor- 72. Donat 
tant occasion as the centennial cepted. 
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“MYSTICAL and Magical 

Mindanao IV" consists of oil 
renditions of 
scenes and motifs. 


love for colors, and capacity to 


Alfon has been featured in 
art books such as Encyclopedia 
of Philippine Art by Marlene 
Aguilar, “20th-Century Con- 
temporary Art,” and “Gallery 
of the Philippines” by Dick Va- 


To keep the theme for pos- 
terity, his paintings will be cap- 


tographs in a book written by 


Grace Dacanay-Chong. It will 
be launched before the year 


of the canonical coronation is 


doing her delicate gantsilyo 
edgings for her mother's pillow- 
cases, half-hoping that one day 
she, too, would have the chance 
to offer something beautiful to 
the Virgen de La Naval. 


For details of the activities to 
mark the Centennial of the 


Naval next month, call Santo 


AT MONTECITO in Canlubang, Laguna, the central attract 


aseries of large bodies. 


of water that irrigate the development's landscaping and keep temperature at cool level. 


Walking is another way to get neighbors 
together. Parks and forests ring clusters of 
houses, all linked by pedestrian walkways. 

Getting around by water is another fea- 
ture. Choice Hacienda Escudero properties 
either have their own access to the freshwa- 
ter lakes or open up to specially built water- 
ways, allowing construction of moorings 
within lakeside lots for privately owned 
boats. 


Laguna sanctuary 

An abundance of water and limitless 
greenery is the first impression at Mon- 
tecito, an upscale sanctuary slightly over an 
hour's drive from Manila. 

A portion of the vast Canlubang Sugar 
Estate has been turned into a development 
of generously sized lots surrounded by lux- 
urious greenways, roads, lakes and recre- 
ational areas that create not only a strong 
feel of peace and serenity but also provide a 
powerful connection to nature. 

The environment at Montecito is defi- 
nitely green. Nature is so important that ap- 
proximately 50 percent of its area has been 
given over to communal open space. 

A spring originating in Tagaytay Ridge, 
called Matang Tubig (Eye of the Water), 
runs through the property, supplying water 
for residents, landscape irrigation and pow- 
ering a mini hydroelectric plant which gen- 
erates electricity to light up the streets until 
ultimately feeding into a large, fish-stocked 
lake in the property 

Residents are offered the opportunity to 
recharge from the pressures of city life ina 
tightly guarded, secure environment with 
unpolluted air and an intimate, landscaped 


panorama. 

From the height of its rolling hills, the 
Montecito perspective stretches past а 
panorama of its designer landscapes to in- 
clude the vistas of Mt. Makiling, Tagaytay 
Ridge and Laguna de Bay. 

Intimacy among neighbors is achieved by 
the low-density development, where a total 
area of 60 ha accommodates only 250 
houses, offering residents rare access to. 
space beyond the boundaries of their prop- 
erties. 

Majority of Montecito lots are designed 
with a border of open space on all sides. No 
houses are ever adjacent to each other. 
Grass courtyards, greenways, and “open. 
salas” effectively buffer houses from each 
other and provide a bonus of shared public 
areas for neighbors. 

Model houses, designed around a series 
of courtyards that allow indoor and out- 
door spaces to integrate, are surrounded by 
manicured lawns, banks of flowering 
plants, and lush fruit-bearing trees all 
grown in Montecito's on-site private plant 
and tree nursery. 

Montecito is the place for its residents to 
recharge themselves 

Whether it is high-end exclusivity at 
Montecito or the comforting familiarity of 
Pinoy traditions at Hacienda Escudero, 
lifestyle choices are increasing for those 
seeking refuge from the stresses of city life. . 


Visit www.haciendaescudero.com and 
www.montecito.com.ph 

Email comments to prideplace@- 
gmail.com 
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"DISASTER but Disco" 


Artist's talk-performance 
at St. Scholastica 


THE LOPEZ MEMORIAL MU- 
seum and the University of 
the Philippines’ College of Mass 
Communications (UP CMC) 
present the third “Obra Maes- 
tra Mamera” series, featuring 
performance artist Yason Banal 
Sept. 15, 2 pam, at Sr. Caridad 
Barrion Hall, St. Scholastica’s 


His tal, subtitled “An Ex- 
perimental Lecture Probing 


plored the idea of icons—how 
they are created, how they as- 
pire and survive. The artist 
himself said, “Ceasing to be 


themselves, people who have 
become icons eventually be- 
come concepts, the ideas fu- 
eled by a Ме of its own, partic- 
ularly visual culture." 

What these concepts are 
and the visual culture these 
create are some of the things 
tackled in this talk cum per- 
formance. 

The lecture complements 
the ongoing exhibition at the 


limited. For more informa- 
tion, contact Fanny at 
6312417 or visit wwwlopez- 
museum.org,ph. 
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VISUAL ARTS 


Francisco at Philaml 
Carlos "Totong" Francisco Il presents his 7th 
solo exhibit, “Mind's Eye: Festal Moods,” Sept. 
14-28 in PhilamLife Building, UN Avenue, 
Manila. The exhibit will showcase 25 paintings 
оп а number of themes with variable sizes, 
mostly done in acrylic on canvas. Call 
5216300. 


3 artists at Crucible 

The Crucible Gallery (4/F, Bldg. A, SM Mega- 
mall, Mandaluyong City) presents a three-man 
show “Public Scene,” Sept. 11-17, featuring 
the works of LJ Ablola, Jepoy Soriano and Nile 
Pobadora. The artists will stress in their works 
the appreciation of communal living. Call 
6356061. 


Maia and Bautista at Ayala 
“Forms and 
Spaces," a collab- 
orative exhibit of 
Mala and Aaron 
Bautista, runs on 
Sept. 13-27 In 
ArlistSpace (2/F, 
Glass Wing, Ayala. 
Museum, Green- 


belt Park, 
Makati). The. "BLEND," by Aaron. 
show focuses on Bautista 


the vibrant pas- 
ees 58005 Of colors and lines 
1 Î that burst out of the canvas 
Ё. surface. Forms are easily 
„ЕУ N perceived and spaces are 
; * daringly manipulated. Call 
& 7577117 to 21 local 31. 
15. 


Tanay artists at MOA 
Tanay-based artists will ex- 
hibit their works in Artes 
Orlentes Gallery (2/F, En- 
$ tertainment Center, North 
ess Wing Bldg., SM Mall of 
SUMMER ^ Asia). Dubbed "Sa Paligid 
Dance,” by Maia Natin" features realistic 
Ce renderings of breathtaking 
landscapes, orchid gardens, still lifes and the 
artists familiar surroundings. Participating 
artists include Howard Jao, Leo Meneses, 
Bandi Bati, Manny Sinquenco and Conrado 
Bonifacio. Call 09175230877 or 5560590. The 
exhibit runs until Sept. 15. 


Cobangbang 
at Magnet 
Lena Cobang- 
bang's new works 
will be on display at 
Mag:net Gallery 
(Agcor Bldg., 335 
Katipunan Ave., 
QC) Sept. 11-25. In 
“All This Useless 
Beauty," the ob- 
jects are stances of | 
beautifed objects, У, 
Be 


making them more a 
appalling at the x AP ai 
same time ruined 'SARAP Mamit 


by disruption of de- by Howard Jao 
tails all over the objects; somehow we go back to 
the deductive process of making things simple, 
forgetting what is. Call 9293191. 


Dolls at Museo Pambata 

The Nitang Pantig-Cruz Doll Collection is now 
оп display at the Children in the Global Village 
section of Museo Pambata (Roxas Boulevard 
and South Drive, Manila). Donated by Dr. Ce- 
cilio Goquingco Cruz's family, the collection 
showcases over 100 dolls of different nations, 
as well as brass and cast-iron miniatures. Call 
5231797. 


Pacquing at Finale 

Inspired by the superhero drawings of his 
son—who, at six years old, is oddly aware of 
how to physicalize extraordinary strength on a 
page—Bernardo Pacquing comes up with a 
suite of works of real people who orbit his life, 
transfiguring and abstracting them to highlight 
“the extraordinary things they do." Dubbed 
simply as "People | Know" on view at the Fi- 
nale Art File (4/F, LaO Center, Pasay Road and 
Makati Avenue, Makati), the exhibit mytholo- 
izes his subjects as superheroes of their own, 
towering presences who project an aura of in- 
vulnerability. On view until Sept. 26. Call 
8132310 or visit www-finaleartfile.com. 
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EFFECTIVENESS OF NATALAC AS A GALACTOGOGUE 
Recipient of the Philippine Obstetrical and Gynecological- 
Medichem Award presented during the Philippine 
Obstetrical and Gynecological Society (POGS) Convention, 
November 21-24, 1995. Best seven (7) other scientific 
papers. 


ENHANCEMENT OF BREASTFEEDING AMONG 
HYPERSENSITIVE MOTHERS 

Winner of the Enrique P. Ostrea, Jr. Research 
Competition (Maternal Division). Presented in the 27th 
International Congress of Pathophysiology of Pregnancy, 
November 5-7, 1995. 


Published in "Increasingly Safe and Successful 
Pregnancies”. Proceedings on the 27th International 
Congress on Pathoshysiology of Pregnancy, pp. 279- 
276, by Elsevier Science B.V. Nov. 1994 to May 1995 


me 


FOOD SUPPLEMENT 
for Nursing Mothers 


Both studies were conducted by: 


Corazon Yabes-Almirante, head of Perinatology Dept. 
Philippine children's Medical President, Fetus as a patient. 
institute, Philippines 


Catherine Hui-Tiin Lim, Visiting Consultant, Phil 
LEMENT en's Medical Center Life Member, Fetus as a Patient 
Mother i Philippines 

L er, International Society of Ultrasound in 

с trics & Gynecology 


FOOD SUPP! 
ио 


NO APPROVED THERA? 


кипе CLAIMS 


er, Philippine Medical Association 


Exclusively матае by. 
Metropolitan Pharrfecdul 
Products, ing: 

Tho Paragon cata АИ, 
Tingley St, Maitiak BUN Wi 
Ашен ра Chi 


“ы. 


Pilita and Martin Bring Back 
Timeless Classics at the SM Mall of Asia i 


From September 7-16, the SM Mall of Asia turns back the 
hands of time as it stages Timeless Classics Festival, a fiting 
tribute to grandparents as they celebrato their special day. 


in the music industry, Martin will perform selected songs from. 
"Milestones" in a free concert at SPM at the Main Mall Atrium. 


Shoppers will be serenaded with pieces from a collection of 
the best ballads spanning 25 years of Martin's romance 
repertoire. "Milestones" by EMI Phils. brings back the hits of 
Barry Manilow's "Somewhere Down The Road,” Jose Mari 
‘Chan's "Beautiful Gir,” Ella Mae Saison's "ТИ My Heartaches 
End," Aiza Seguerra's "Pagdating Ng Panahon," Jimmy 
Bondoc's “Let Me Be The One" and more of the songs you 
‘want to hear all over again. Martin's album tour caps the mall's 
biggest sale, the "Big, Big Sale of Asia." 


Timeless Classics Festival highlights include a special concert 
from the ageless Asia's Queen of Songs, entitled "Pilita In 
Concert” on September 15, 7PM at the Main Mall Atrium. 


Pilita Corrales graces the SM Mall of Asia stage for the first 
time with her repertoire of Spanish, English and Filipino love 
‘songs that will surely evoke romantic memories from the mature 
audiences. 


Joining РМа is The Wing Duo, Angie Yoingco and Nikki Ross, 
known for their dance and comic routines that have spiced up 
their successful shows both here and abroad. 


There will be several other exciting events such as the 
Hotwheels Fashion Launch, presenting the hottest gear in 
town from the world's coolest company on September 14-16 
at the Music Hall 

* On September 16, it's the turn of the country's top balladeer 
and concert king to take shoppers down memory lane as he 
launches his latest album, "Milestones." Marking his 26th year 


‘The SM Mall ol Asia's Timeless Classic Festival is truly а grand. 
{reat for the young and old. 
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TWENTY-SIX ARTWORKS FROM 
13 artists mark the Philippine par- 
ticipation in the forthcoming Sothe- 
Љуз auction of Modern and Con- 
temporary Southeast Asian Paint- 
ings. It is slated for Sept. 16, at the 
Main Ballroom of Regent of Singa- 
pore at 1 Cuscaden Road. 

This auction is a much-awaited 
auction with Sotheby's offering 176 
lots from the masters of Southeast 
Asia and top contemporary artists. 
For this auction, there are three 
Amorsolos, two paintings by Anita 
Magsaysay Ho, one Manansala, 
three works from Arturo Luz, a Ce- 
sar Legaspi and a Pacita Abad. 

From the contemporary artists, 
there are two works by Ronald Ven- 
tura, two by Marcel Antonio, one by 
Nona Garcia, two by Winner Ju- 

©З malon, one by EL Cordova and one 

sedg byEufemio Rasco IV. 

Interested parties who may want 
to participate in the auction can vis- 
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it wwwsothebys.com and go to the 
category auction calendar looking 
for the Sept. 16 auction of Modern 
and Contemporary Southeast Asian 
Paintings. 

g can also be done by A 
submitting an Absentee Bid Form Wi 
by mail, by telephone or by en- 
rolling at the Sotheby's website 
and bidding by e-mail. Call 65- 
67328239. 


“BODEGON 
Enmarcado” 


CELL REGENERATION: 
ITS LINK TO THE 
BODY'S OPTIMAL 
FUNCTION 


Aging is inevitable! And as we pain years in our lives, 
we realize that our body just ist the way it used to be 
ond our nearsinvineible days are slipping. That's because 
‘wilh age, our body loses its grip on this wonderful natural 
mechanism called CELL REGENERATION = a process 
of healing and repair that may just hold the key lo sustained 
well-being and longevity. 


WHAT IS CELL REGENERATION? 


Cell regeneration is a daily process by which cells 
continuously REPLACE AND RESTORE 
THEMSELVES TO MAINTAIN THE BODY'S 
NORMAL FUNCTION. The human body is а well- 
engineered machine designed to heal and repair itself 
through cells that are able to continuously multiply. thrive 
and adapt by a process called сей turnover. Examples of 
‘hese continuously proliferating cells are those found in 
the skin, the lining of the intestines, bone marrow and 
blood. 


WHY IS NORMAL CELL REGENERATION 
NEEDED? 


Normal cell regeneration is necessary for the body to 
function optimally. tis а natural process responsible for 
keeping our mind sharp, bones and muscles strong, our. 
eyesight keen, our digestion running smoothly. cur skin 
healthy an ly maintaining our youthful, healthy 
amd vibrant looks. Cells demonstrate their wonderful 
abili to adapt when injures are sustained by the body. 

While continuously proliferating cells never cease to 
replicate themselves, others that have a slower rate of 
division like those found in the kidney and liver react 
and multiply faster when an injury occurs to hasten the 
healing process. 


HOW DOES AGE AFFECT CELI, 


Brain Cell Booster - B Vitami REGENERATION. 


Vitamin E, Folate and Taurine help. 
maintain healthy brain cells to enhance 
memory. 


With age, and other factors like nutritional gaps and 
cumulative exposure to harmful environmental elements, 
сей regeneration gets disrupted. The celis become less 
efficient in repairing and duplicating themselves This 
‘cellar change eventually manifests in the skin becoming. 
‘wrinkled and less clastic, the eyes declining in function 
unl even the digestive tract becoming less able to absorb. 
nutrients. These are just some of the reasons why 
preserving the regenerative powers of our body cells 
lakes on paramount importance. 


Sensory Cell Protector - Vitamin A and 
Lutein help maintain healthy vision and 
protect the eyes from oxidative stress. 


Cell Defender - Antioxidants Carotenoids, 
Bioflavonoids and Coenzyme Q10 fight 
free radicals to help maintain healthy cells. 


WHAT DISRUPTS NORMAL CELL. 
REGENERATION? 


While cell regeneration occurs daily, it is keenly 
dependent on proper nutrition and rest. Hence, too much 


Cell Immunity Armor - Vitamins A, C 
and E plus minerals like Zinc, Iron and 
Selenium help fortify the body's defenses 
from harmful elements. 


suci, inadequate sleep, a deficient diet, exposure to other 
environmental factors tend to interrupt the normal cell 
regeneration process. Aging also adds to the problem, 
As we mature, we somehow fail to optimally assimilate 
all the nutrients our body needs from the food that we 
eal, creating a significant nutritional gap and slowing. 
down the process of cell renewal. 


Exactly what Sharon needs 

to help her attain a Bachelor's Degree. 
WHAT SHOULD I DO TO ENHANCE NORMAL 
CELL REGENERATION? 


SHARON CUNETA 
Student, Associate in Arts 


"The good news about normal cell regeneration is that 
we can influence factors that cause its steady decline 
Stan developing healthy lifestyle habits now bike engaging 
ın regular physical activity and 

Avoid smoking and excessive drinking. Sie 

stressor find a way o handle it well Tis also important 
ıo take a daily supplement А nationwide survey conducted 
by the DOST Food and Nutrition Research Institute in 
2003 showed that many essential nutrients are not 
adequately met by the Filipino dict. And while eating 
well-balanced meals may be a step in the right direction, 
sometimes we fail to assimilate all the vitamins and 
minerals we need from the food that we eat as we grow 
‘older. Supplements therefore offer us a practical approach 
to assure proper nutrition for optimum cell regeneration, 


WHAT'S A GOOD SUPPLEMENT TO ENHANCE 
L REGENERATION? 


‘A good nutritional supplement for cell regeneration 
is one that packs a good balance of all the essential 
building blocks for renewal. Antioxidant Vitamin C fights 
free radicals that damage cells and stimulates collagen 
synthesis, Other antioxidants that help protect cells are 
Vitamins A and E and Lycopene. Zinc helps in blood 
clotting and wound healing, and boosts our immune 
system, while Folic Acid plays a key role in cell division 
and growth. Vitamin D, on the other hand, helps regulate 
the growth of cells, Vitamin A and Lutein promote healthy 
eye cells. The B Vitamins provide energy for all these 
processes to occur. Other nutrients that support cel 

generation are Taurine, Tyrosime and Choline for 
enhancement of brain performance. HAVHALL has ali 
39 vitamins and minerals plus natural ingredients to help 
enhance the normal cell regeneration process 


I'M VITAMINS & MINERALS 


4 ENHANCES NORMAL 
SL CELL REGENERATIO 


Now we ай know we're hardly immune to injury nor 
stress, bul CELL REGENERATION is our body's 
insurance policy against the potential damages created 
by our own lifestyle choices and the world we live m. 
Remember that although aging is inevitable, it сап either 
be accelerated or slowed down by adopting a healthy 
lifestyle and ensuring a proper nutrition complemented 
by the right supplement. 
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CLAUDE TAYAG M 
The coming togetber 


of palate and palette 


By Karla P. Delgado 
Contributor 
ТВОШ WOMAN MAKES EYE 
As content with having bought s 
some of the best-selling suman at 7 2 s pl 
Lake Sebu Market. The painter has cap- 42 4 к at 


tured her happy eyes and the coolness of 
the shadows in her native hat. 

A smiling lady in a colorful T’boli head- 
scarf stretches her arm, palm open, waiting 
for her purchase of tobacco leaves. In an- 
other comer of the lake, a man wades into a 3 
kangkongan to harvest fistfuls of the gangly E 
leafy green. The waters reflect the sky, lily “AMBULANT Vendor, Hanoi” 
pods face up. 

These are the scenes of Philippine life 
recorded by artist Claude Tayag, who has 
brought together his passion for painting, 
eating and traveling in "Palate/Palette: A 
Watercolor Travelogue” at the Alliance 
Francaise de Manille. 

For most of the food trips (pun intend- 
ed), Claude had his wife, Mary Ann Quioc- 
Tayag, as his traveling companion. 

Claude admits to falling in love with Mary 
Ann the first time he cooked for her He made 
Hainanese chicken rice. "She devoured it 
with lots of chili and gusto,” he recalls. “This 
is one hot lady who can eat, I thought.” 

The couple has made ita lifelong mission 
to eat their way across the Philippines, so to 
speak. Even Marawi makes an appearance 
in the exhibit, with the artist zeroing in on 
such delicacies as the deep-fried sweets and 
the bakas fish which distinguish the 
Marawi City Market. 


Senge a 
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"KANGKONGAN, Lake Sebu” 


The couple has gone beyond Philip 
pine shores in a quest for life-enhancing - 
gastronomic experiences. Hanoi was one 
such stop. Claude was so taken by the- 
noodles, he immortalized them using his 
palette. 

One painting of a bowl of pho bo noo- 
dle soup with lime wedges on the side 
elicits the same saliva-in-the-back-of-the- 
gums response as the thought of green 
mango and bagoong. One can almost 
taste the broth with a splash of lime 
adding to the pleasure. ы 

“Palate/Palette” runs until Sept. 28 at 
Alliance Francaise de Manille, 209 Nicanor 
Garcia St. (formerly Reposo Street), Bel 
Air 2, Makati City. Call 895-7585. 

Karla P Delgado is the author of "Philip- 
pine Markets," published by Centro Esco- 
lar University and photographed by Neal. 
Oshima. Е 


“TOBACCO Stall, Lake Sebu" 


nt Ting t 


“CONTEMPLATION” scrutiny. The distinctive casting ap- 


plied by the artist in retaining the 
grainy textures of his work speaks 
highly of his lofty sense of artistry and 
his emphasis on exploring all possibili- 
ties with his mediums. 

Chua has another body of 
work in acrylic, all rendered in 
the style of abstract expression- 
ism, These paintings are stun- 

ning in their application of 
color and palette, revealing 
the untamed, if unpre- 
dictable, side of the artist 
whose journey won't be 
complete without taking 
personal risks with his 

choice of concept and im- 
agery. Using colors that can indeed be chaot- 
ic—reds, greens and yellows—and brush- 
work that is brisk, bold and brazen in appli- 
cation, Chua is proving to all and sundry that. 
he is himself a work in progress. 


Seb Chua’s intimate sculptures 


AVID.ART COLLECTOR AND SUCCESSFUL ures. In business, the dearth of professional "MOTHEI 
businessman, Seb Chua has become an sculptors in the art scene, and the lack of and 
artist himself, turning an erstwhile hobby space for showcasing their work prompted Child” 
into a passion for sculpture and painting. him and his partner to open ArtAsia at SM 
Last month, he unveiled his first solo exhib- Megamall a few years ago. 
it titled “Fractal Visions,” at the ArtAsia Ороп the prodding of his friends, he 
Gallery in the Art Walk of SM Megamall. joined the Annual Competition of the Art As- 
His exhibit runs until Sept 15. sociation of the Philippines where he submit- 
With an extensive background in product ted his sculpture, “Solitude,” which won the 
research and design, the idea of exploring judges nod for honorable mention. 
forms, both hidden and manifest, was а соп- For his first solo show, Chua has lined up a 
stant source of stimulus for Chua. Asa Xavier total of 18 medium-size sculptures, majority 
school alumnus who pursued studies at the of which explore the human figure, in his sig- 
University of Sto. Tomas and Columbia Col- nature synthesized bronze medium and mar- 
lege in Vancouver, Canada, he was attracted ble casting. The wide variety of colors—pris- 
to the modem, abstract style with its empha- tine white, green, and polished brass 
sis on form and negative space. plates—shows Chua's endless exploration of 
Asa budding sculptor, he had set his mind medium. The imagery yields a wealth of the 
on experimenting with bronze, marble and artists multi-faceted examination into the 
brass as mediums, and later casting his fig- internal states of the human condition. t 


Balisi's edifice complex 


Using a professedly mod- 
ernist angle, particularly cubist 
in influence, and geometric in ren 
dering, the artist shows his partial 
ity to the angular form, emphasiz 
ing the inner strength of the figure 
while at the same time showing 
suppleness and grace in the 
posture delineated. While 
highlighting the quiet and re- 
strained states of repose, as in 
“Soulmates” and “Contempla- 
tion,” he eschews the trite and 
trivial theatrics and instead 
opens up a multiplicity of meanings 
and the wealth of perspectives that can be 
deduced in these figures. 
The size of Chua's sculptures radiates а 
feeling of intimacy between viewer and ob- 
ject, as these works are meant for closer 


By Jessica Jalandoni-Robillos 
Contributor 


T FIRST GLANCE, THE ОП- 

on-canvas “A Little Pat on the 

Shoulder" may bring to mind 
Japanese sararimen (salary men) com- 
muting to work on speed trains. The 
worker drones and paintings image 
are almost identical not only in their 
dark suits but also in their hurried 
strides. 

Upon closer inspection, however, 
the men in the painting by Allan Jay 
Balisi appear to be wearing winter 
coats with vests and mufflers that 
have an old-fashioned European East- 
bloc air about them. They are seated 
closely together as if on a crowded 
train. 

From the glass windows behind 
them, a row of buildings peep out 
from between their shoulders. Only 
their chins are visible as the rest of 
their faces are cropped off the upper 
edge of the canvas. 

Though the title may jive with the 
Japanese-inspired vignette of an in- 
terpretation, the piece is only one in a 
collection that is accompanied by “A 
Song on the End of the World,” a po- 
em by Nobel laureate Czeslaw Milosz: 

On the day the world ends/ A bee cir- 
cles a clover,/ A fisherman mends a 
glimmering net/ Happy porpoises 
jump in the sea,/ By the rainspout 
young sparrows are playing/ And the 
snake is gold-skinned as it should al- 
ways be.// 


“BEST Days’ 


On the day the world ends/ Women 
walk through the fields under their um- 
brellas,/ A drunkard grows sleepy at 
the edge of a lawn,/ Vegetable peddlers 
shout in the street/ And a yellow-sailed 
boat comes nearer the island,/ The 
voice of a violin lasts in the air/ And 
leads into a starry night// 

‘And those who expected lightning 
and thunder/ Are disappointed. And 
those 
archangels’ trumpets/ Do not believe it 
is happening now./ As long as the sun 


signs and 


“OUT of the House and Into the World 
and the тооп are above,/ As long as ће of White” 


bumblebee visits a rose,/ As long as rosy 
infants are born,/ No one believes it is 
happening now.// 

Only a white-haired old man, who 
would be a prophet/ Yet is not a 
prophet, for he's much too busy,/ Re- 
peats while he binds his tomatoes: No 
other end of the world will there be,/ No 
other end of the world will there be. 


Renditions of structures 

The body of works titled “Neighbor- 
hood” features mostly old buildings or 
portions of them. It is exhibited in 
Blanc at Crown Tower in Makati's Sal- 
cedo Village. 

In fact, only the piece has detailed 
figures. The rest are renditions of vari- 
ous structures seen in half-light, ei- 
ther at dusk or at dawn. Some of them 
seem abandoned, hollow in appear- 
ance. 

“Best Days" and “Homesick” show 
edifices whose windows look like 
holes on the concrete walls reminis- 
cent of those in biblical cities where 
houses were smoothened limestone 
whose entrances were simple arched 
openings. 

Here, Balisi uses his own trick of 
light, as he renders brightness that is 
restricted within, glowing only 


S around the frameless windows and 


doors, but not emanating from them. 


Empty but flooded 

The irony stands thus: The build- 
ings are empty yet they are flooded 
with light inside. Ironic, too, but at the 


“HOMESICK” 


same time possibly apt, is the poem's 
reference to animals, active people; 
foliage and nature, when none of 
them is present in the artworks, 7: 
It is possible that the artist has 6: 
ther taken Milosz's writing literally, 
meaning "the end of the world" has 
brought about the absence of living 
beings and consequently results in 
empty streets and houses (or, for that 
matter, the empty bridge in “Sweet 
Waters”); or he has taken on the task 
of condemning the Holocaust, which 
the Polish writer himself had wit- 
nessed and railed against in his Nobel 
lecture, urging that it not simply be 
forgotten. e 
Also in that lecture, Milosz said: 
BALISIS/D4 
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COME DOWN 


HERE AND PLL 
SWAT YOU 


YOU'RE 
ON! 


LOVEKNOTS BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 
SISTER UE Eun LG TTA RT Né 
y DUDA, IBINABATO 
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them. You're shrewd and practical, yet often surpris 


AX 
MEE LL 
ARIES (March 21 to Ari 
TOO ANE WO BY LYRAGARCELLANO A: the бейт ol ns 
wet ote pata ime 10 


make resolutions about 
how you want to improve 


your health and how you 


want to improve your job or how you do. 
your work. Whats it going to be? 
chidren and romantic part 


mers, and even your rela- 


tions with yourself when it comes to hav- 

ing fun. Remember to take time to party! 

9 your chance to think about 
how to improve where you 


ме and how you relate to family mem- 
bers. 


UH-OH. I HAVEN’ 
READ it. But DeN’t 
WORRY, T'LL Just 
ReAD 4ouR MiND. 


(ies. tomo .WHAT 
Do You +HINK oF 
THe EMAL T. Sent 
you? 


THis WiLL TAKE 


Some нме. me 


TAURUS (April 20 to May 
20): This is the perlect time 
to think about how you can 
improve your relations with 


GEMINI (May 21 to June 
20): Each New Moon is a 
chance to make improve- 


DONT FRET. PARET 
hehe. TANDAAN MOLANG 
EME. PROBLEMA KA, 
ма за PRMAHOM NGAYON 
© MARAMI MA ANG 
оор LISTENERS. 


ments. This New Moon is 


Prosuema? 
Тош PROBLEMA? 
me. PROBLEMA 


CANCER (June 21 to July 
22): What kind of communi- 
cator are you? Do you listen 
when others speak? Do you 
really hear what they say? 
Do you make an effort to be 
‘understood? Observe yourself, 


your leadership abiities, you wili Nave opportunities to take charge, Your year ahead is ft 


pearance and how you relate to others. 


starting. 


HOROSCOPE 


‘YOU BORN TODAY: You're strong-willed, determined and ambitious. You appreciate the good thi 
rewarding 
ull of many new doors to open. Jump int 


9 


singly generous because you find it 
commentator; Jose Feliciano, singer. 


LED (July 23 to Aug. 22) 
This New Moon is the per- 
fect time to get on top of 
your money scene. How 
much do you have, and how 
much do you owe? Will a 
yt help? 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 
22): This is the only New 
Moon in your sign all year, 
1 lasts for the nex 36 
hours. Its the perfect time 
10 think about how to Im 
prove your image, your ap- 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22): 
You feel restless today. Ту 
figure out what itis you really 
want There are parts ‘of 
yourself that you'r not quite 
in touch with Я 


уо 


SCORPIO (oot. 23 
21): Ws easy to argue and 
disagree, wir ends "or 
‘members of groups today. 
People might бо things that 
are radically diferent or 


e 


lon or racial issues could surprise you. 
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Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Tips and program at 


V Ur 39: 
YOU DOING? 


BYJIM DAVIS 


ings in Ме, and you're willing to work for 
to help others. Because others respect 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 10 
Dec. 21): Its easy to have ar- 
guments with authority fig 
ures today. Thats because 
you dont want anyone 
telling you what todo. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to 
Зап, 19): Travel plans might 
be canceled today. News in 
the media or something hav- 
ing to do with politics, reli- 


‘AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to Feb. 
18): Guard your posses- 
sions today. Make sure you 
know whats happening with 
shared property. Something 
unexpected might анес 
и money or your assets. 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to March 
20]: А! one-on-one encoun- 
ters and close partnerships 
wil generate some surprises. 
today. Something unexpect- 
od will definitely occur. Be 


Quality feeds: Essential for healthy li 


vestock, © 


prevention of disease outbreak 


By Joel V. Nigos 


Ensuring a healthy livestock is es- 
sential to every poultry or livestock 
producer. 

Since a sizable investment is re- 
quired for the production of healthy 
livestock, all care must be tak- 
en—from the food they eat, the wa- 
ter they drink, to the vitamins, feed 
additives, even the antibiotics ad- 
ministered to them. 

‘Animal feed ingredients and raw 
materials should be tested and 
monitored regularly. It is of utmost 
importance that every producer 
knows the crude protein, fat, fiber, 
moisture, ash, vitamins and miner- 
als of animal feeds since adulterat- 
ed feed ingredients can cause sud- 
den drops in the production of live- 
stock, resulting in losses amount- 
ing to millions of pesos. 

Water is also vital for livestock 
development. Water may be con- 
taminated with e-coli or aflatoxin, 
the common microorganisms or 
bacteria present in the vital liquid. 
With contaminated water, even 
high quality feeds and medication 
become useless. 

‘Water coming from deep wells 
are generally safe. Storing water 
safely, however, poses a more 
daunting challenge. Contaminants 
may be present in the container, or 
in the pipes where the water runs 
through. Thus, there's the need to 
monitor the water—from source to 
storage—regularly. 

Livestock, especially poultry 
products such as chickens and 
their eggs, are as vulnerable—if 
not more—to contaminated water. 
Water contamination can altogeth- 
er decimate a poultry stock, or cost 
the producer а fortune in 
medicines and antibiotics. 

Shares Gregorio San Pedro Jr, 
president of the National Federa- 
tion of Egg Producers of the Philip- 
pines Inc (NFEPPI) and the United 

Broiler Raisers’ ^ Association 
(UBRA), it would be far better to in- 
vest and to be keen on meeting 
these requirements than to engage 


И 
[ 
| 


|? 
È Gregorio San Pedro Jr. president 
1 of both the National Federation of 
| Egg Producers of the Philippines 
{ inc. (NFEPPI) and the United 
1 Broiler Raisers’ Association 
(UBRA), shares the Importance of 
1 using high quality feeds to ensure 
| ahealthy livestock 
in damage control. It would even be 
far cheaper to ensure that you have 
a healthy livestock than to buy 
medicines or antibiotics when 
poultry get infected. 
"Its either we put the right invest- 
ment or we lose all our invest- 
ments; he says. 


Philippine Egg Board 


The NFEPP, more commonly 
known as the Philippine Egg 
Board, was founded in 1998. Es- 
tablished to save and protect the 
industry during financial crises, itis 
the first organization of egg pro- 
ducers. It has accredited chapters 
all over the country and accounts 
for 22 million active layers, which in 
turn produce more than 75 percent 
of all egg production nationwide. 
UBRA, on the other hand, is 
composed of small- and medium- 
size poultry producers. Estab- 
lished in 2000, the organization 
was formed primarily to safeguard 
the industry, remove the cutthroat 


Ellas Jose M. Inciong, UBRA 
external vice president, says that 
they are often consulted by 
government agencies аз 
representatives of their sector 
with regard to problems and 
directions in the livestock 
industry 


competition among member-pro- 
ducers, network among members, 
and share technology and informa- 
tion. 

Elias Jose M. Inciong, external vice 
president of UBRA, adds that the or- 
ganization had already made some 
headway since its founding. They 
have often been consulted by govern- 
ment agencies as representatives of 
their sector with regard to problems 
‘and directions in the livestock indus- 
try. 

San Diego reiterates that itis im- 
portant that livestock are fed with 
only good quality feeds and the wa- 
terthatthey using are free from any 
contaminants. 


Modern-testing facility 


Helping them do the job is à 
modern testing facility accredited 
by the Bureau of Animal Industry, 
an attached agency of the Depart- 
mentof Agriculture. 

Qualibet Testing Services Inc, 
founded by Pinky Tobiano, offers 


Pinky Tobiano, president and CEO 
of Qualibet Testing Services Inc., 
says that in raising livestock, 
utmost care should be taken by all 
stakeholders 


ins that there's no shortcut 


mi 
3 for safety because the feeds that 


the livestock eat are in turn ingest- 


‚ edby humans; Tobiano states. 


The BAI has accredited the ser- 
vices of Qualibet to expedite labo- 
ratory results used for import per- 
mits and veterinary drug registra- 
tion. Its Feed Control Division 


i specifically conducts tests on 


feeds. Aside from the DA, Qualibet 
has also been tapped by the De- 
partment of Health and the Depart- 
ment of Trade and Industry for their 
various testing requirements. 


Quality is better 
Qualibet, which is short for 
"quality is better", is a food, water, 
pharmaceutical and veterinary 
testing facility. It is also the newest 
of its kind and boasts of the most 
modern testing facilities in the 


Philippines managed by trained ` 


chemists, pharmacists, and micro- 


biologists who are well-trained in 


_ PHOTOS BY EUGENEARANETA 


proximate analyses for feeds, afla- 
toxin, vitamin and antibiotic analy- 
ses, stability studies at three accel- 
erated temperatures, microbiologi- 
cal and water analyses for farms. 

Tobiano is a cancer survivor who 
has made it her personal advocacy 
to ensure food safety for all and not 
just for a privileged few. She's a BS 
Chemistry graduate of the Univer- 
sity of Santo Tomas. From 2000 to 
2003, she took the "Owners Presi- 
dent Management Course" at Har- 
vard Business School. This pre- 
pared her to establish Qualibet al- 
most a year ago. 

The BAI has the sole responsi- 
bility of ensuring the consuming 
public that the poultry and livestock 
that are available in the market are 
safe and antibiotic-free. 

"BAI has been very strict and us- 
es international standards in test- 
ing feed ingredients (soybean 
meal, fish meal, wheat corn), feed 
additives, that are imported by lo- 
cal traders. The agency always 


various fields such as internal au- 
dit, validation of testing procedures. 
or methodologies, and cross train- 
ing to continuously meet the 
changing needs of analysis. The 
company is also affiliated with the 
American Chemical Society and is 
also ISO 90001-certified. 

In addition to animal feed test- 
ing, Qualibet also provides profi- 
ciency tests to feed mills and inte- 
grators. Several feed mills tap 
Qualibet to constantly monitor the 
quality of their feeds for their pro- 
tein, fat, fiber and moisture con- 
tent. Qualibet also conducts semi- 
nars on Good Manufacturing Prac- 
tices. 

Tobiano says that since microor- 
ganisms are present in almost all 
stages of the food process—in this 
case the raising of poultry and live- 
stock up to the final food prepara- 
tion in the homes—it would really 
be important that safely and ut- 
most care is taken by all stakehold- 
ers inthe business. Indeed, even in 
this industry, an ounce of preven- 
better than a pound of cure. 


kay 


sa pamamagitan ng aming mahigpit na laboratory tests. 
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Have Your Feeds, Ingredients a 
Kulang ba sa sustansya ang inyong animal feeds dahil 
Crude Fat, Crude Fiber, Moisture, Ash, Micro Toxins (Aflatoxin, 
Gigi o Hope sa 0917-866071 lo 0915-6426681 para sa karagdagang kaalaman. Al; 
Laging hanapin ang seal of 


nd Raw M 


amin kung nais niyong ipakuha ang inyong feed samples para masuri. 


QUALIBET 
SEAL OF ASSURANCE 


A Message Of Concern From 


QUALIBET TESTING SERVICES CORP. 
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at 


For A Safer and Better Life 


121 Dangay St. Project 7, Quezon City, Philippines 


Tel.Nos.: 374-8003 / 372-7993 Fax No.: 410-6048 • E-mail: qualibettesting@yahoo.com 
Website: www.qualibetlab.com 


A eec 
aterials Tested and Monitored Regulary. 
tinipid ang ingredients at raw materials nito? Alamin ang Crude Protein, 
T2), Vitamins at minerals ng inyong animal feeds. Tumawag lang 


amin kung paano sinusuri ang iba't ibang produkto 
excellence, ang seal of QualiBet. Tumawag lang sa 


Art renditions | 
for eco-fable on display 


UNITED KINGDOM-BASED FILIPINA 
painter Ivee Olivares-Mellor presents her 
renditions for the ecological fable "The 
King and the Royal Trees" at 1/of Gallery in. 
Serendra beginning Sept 14. The suite of 
paintings and the story will be included in 
the upcoming Canvas publication of a trio 

«of environmental tales visually rendered 

by three Magsaysay female artists: Anita 

Magsaysay-Ho, Plet Bolipata and Mellor. 
In’ 1998, Mellor held а well-received 

solo exhibition at Hamilton Place in Park 

Lane, London. In 2002 and .2003, she 

‘held sold-out exhibits in two Philippine 

-galleries of note. 

For the children's book project, Mellor 
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structures and provide the framework of 
the drawings. 

Mellor is a graduate of the prestigious 
Chelsea College of Art and Design in Eng- 
land. 

"The King and the Royal Trees" runs until 
Sept. 23. For details, call 1/of Gallery at 
9013152 or 0917-8906160, or visit the 
Canvas website at www.canvas.ph 


Thefable 

"The King and the Royal Trees" is an eco- 
logical fable written by Paul Leet Aird, a 
University of Toronto professor emeritus 
and a lifelong conservationist. He has pro- 
moted conservation during his over 20 
years of work as a forester and forest scien- 


= 


“LOSS Realized" 


the University of Toronto. 

‘A popular speaker, Aird is the author of 
"Loon Laughter: Ecological Fables and Na- 
ture Tales,” and numerous reports, articles, 
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"THEKING'S 
Dream" 


‘uses circles as her inspiration and motif 


анлада m 
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IN FRIENDSHIP AS IN BUSINESS, 
there are no gray areas between 
artist Rafael Cusi and publisher 
Marlene Aguilar. And difficult as it 
may be to understand, they can test 
the endurance of their alliance with 
а severe ferocity that is matched on- 
ly by their unshakeable loyalty and 
respect for each other. 

After causing much hue and cry in 
the art world by announcing their 
collaboration on the country’s first 
comprehensive book on black-and- 
white portraits, the maverick duo 
created as much controversy when 
they decided—after over 250 book 
pieces completed—to just drop ev- 
erything midway and not speak to 
each other for two whole years! 

What the world calls insane, Cusi 
and Aguilar call therapeutic. 

“We needed that break,” says 
Aguilar. "Popoy and 1 have such in- 
tense personalities that after spend- 
ing time working closely together in 
a project that we are both very pas- 
sionate about, we need to stay away 
from each other or we might ex- 
plode. Pero wala kaming pinag- 
awayan talaga." 

Cusi agrees: “Tes not easy for the 
people around us to figure out how 
we can break all communication for 


FROM the collection of Giron 


хо symbolize the presence and threat of 
“the south wind. The circles underpin the 


FROM the collection of Armando Giron 


Rafael Cusi’s colorful 
journey 


in black-and-white 


two whole years, then pick up exact- 
ly where we left off. Some even tried 
to create a wedge between us for 
their self-serving reasons. Unfortu- 
nately for them, they underestimat- 
ed our friendship. Marlene and 1 
trust each other completely. There 
was never a doubt that the book 
would be completed." 

The renewed, re-energized part- 
nership led to the completion of the 
coffee-table book, "Yin and Yang.” 
The book is replete with over 300 
black-and-white paintings by the 
multi-awarded Cusi. 

“I woke up one moring with a 
dream of publishing a book of paint- 
ings using ink on canvas. 1 was s0 ex- 
cited, I immediately called up Popoy 
to tell him about it and ask if he was 
interested. Never mind if it was six in 
the morning!" Aguilar said. 

By 9 a.m., the painter was at her 
doorstep with—Io and behold—over 
200 paintings, all in black and white. 
"He said there was more in his stu- 
dio, he just needed a little more time 
to find them. We shared the same vi- 
sion way before we even met each 
other. How can you explain that?” 

It turned out that Cusi had been 
painting in black-and-white for over 
three decades, without exhibiting a 


tist in the Quebec forest industry, and then 
as professor of forest conservation policy in 


fables and poems about nature conservation. 


Aird lives on the Niagara Escarpment in 


the village of Inglewood, Ontario. 


FROM the collection of Op 
Alcantara-Dimalanta 


single piece. “I painted them for my 
personal pleasure,” he said. “Black 
and white is extremely challenging. 
Just like with watercolor: every 
stroke is final. There is no room for 
error. You need more imagination to 
capture the essence of the subject 
and to create drama because there 
are no colors to engage the viewer 
with, It is an expertise in technique 
that cannot be mastered overnight.” 

“yin and Yang” will be unveiled 
exacily 10 years since the launch of 
the tandem’s first project, "Philip- 
pine Coral Reefs in Watercolor,” pub- 
lished in 1997. Endorsed by both the 
United Nations and the Smithsonian 
Institute, the book was also a recipi- 
ent of the European Art for Environ- 
ment Award. 

"Yin and Yang” is envisioned to be. 
a breakthrough project that will help 
elevate the status of black and white 
portraiture to a level of popularity 


and acceptance similar to what the ; 


unconventional Cusi was able to ac- 
complish when he obstinately insist- 
ed on painting with watercolor. 

“At a time when watercolor was 
frowned upon as a minor medium, I 
stopped painting in oil and acrylic 
justto prove that the substance is on- 
ly as good as the hand that wields 
the brush. This is the same message 
wish to relate by painting in black- 
and-white: that there is unlimited 
power and splendor in any artwork 
if you have full control and mastery 
of your medium.” 

Proud of his Asian roots, Cusi said 
his black-and-white work in “Yin and 


By Ruel S. De Vera 


speak English so well and so easily 

that we are both amazed, and 
amused by mangled clichés that are al- 
most right yet deliciously wrong. "That's 
what I'm talking about it!" Or how about: 
"Come, let's join us!" Or maybe the clas- 
sic: “Why won't you cut me some slacks?” 
This is exactly what is celebrated in “The 
More The Manyer!: Pinoy Clichés and 
Other Words of Wisdumb" (Tahanan 
Books, Makati City, 2007, 98 pages), 
which combines these malapropisms 
with irresistibly humorous illustrations 
by Elbert Or. The book itself has a size (3" 
x5.25") and retail price (P95) that belies 
the size of its charm; it may indeed be 
small, but it carries a big shtick. 

The fist thing that elevates "The 
Manyer" over the many forwarded e- 
mails is its educational, almost scholarly 
approach to the clichés. 
Alter all readers have 
probably heard these idi- 
otic idioms before; many 
ofthem have been includ- 
ed in jokes about certain 
celebrities, in some cases, 
correctly so. Of particular 
import is the index of cor- 
responding correct English idioms at the 
end of the book, essentially an antidote 
to the tongue-tripping that inspired the 
book in the first place. It doesn’t shirk the. 
responsibilities of correcting those hilari- 
ous errors, educating after the laughing. 

By dividing the book into six chapters 
(‘How Do You Like My England?”, “Halo- 
Halo Metaphors,” “Words of Wisdumb,” 
“Welcome Remarks,” “Words To Leave By" 
and "Oxymoronicl), the minds behind 
"The Manyer" show the reader where these. 
statements came from and even where 
they were supposed to be headed, before. 
they got derailed. There is a reflexive joy 
and enlightenment that comes with read- 
ing these verbal and grammatical miscues. 


P ERHAPS IT'S BECAUSE FILIPINOS 


Palpable playfulness 
There is also a palpable playfulness in 
other examples. 


Yang" is inspired by the ancient art of 
calligraphy, where beauty—in all its 
strength and grace—is captured 
with every steady stroke from a mas- 
ter’s brush. Having lived and worked 
in key cities of Europe and North 
‘America, Cusi learned all that he 
could from Western art, only to come 
home with an even greater desire to 
explore his Eastern roots and instill 
its root values into his own artwork. 

“Yin and Yang” will be launched 
Sept. 15 at Bulan Restaurant in Little 
Baguio, San Juan. Guests of honor 
include National Artist Napoleon 
Abueva, Imee Marcos, and Asian De- 
velopment Bank director Richard 
Stanley. Copies are now available in 
all major bookstores and art galleries 
nationwide, Call 4390572 or 0927- 
7522641. 


Small but witb 
a big shtick 


ese TE 


You may have heard 
them before, but Pinoy 
malapropisms have 
never been as cute 
oras enlightening 

as those in ‘The More 
The Manyer!’ 


In that sense, "The Manyer” is the spiritu- 
al sequel to Neni Sta. Romana-Cruz's 
“Ngalang Pinoy: A Primer on Pinoy 
Wordplay,” also from Tahanan. That 
book listed humorous names as well as 
establishments like restaurants and 
bakeshops with names such as Abu Sar- 
rap and Monay Lisa. "The More The 
Manyer" is the logical con- 
tinuation. 

The other element that 
distinguishes "The Manyer" 
is Ors art. Serendipitously 
an English teacher, Or had 
illustrated for magazines 
and books before, parücu- 
larly some funny book cov- 
ers and the witty “Bakemono High" strip 
in K Zone Magazine. But here, Or uses his 
distinctive style to provide the perfect pic- 
torial accompaniment for the misquotes, 
easily his best work so far, 

Take a look at that polar bear, of all 
things, sitting on top of a guy's head for 
“Keep that bear in mind." You have to be- 
lieve it to see it, or something like that. 

"There is still much territory to cover 
when it comes to the Filipinos’ common. 
misdeeds in English; every time someone 
says "taken cared of” or “cope up" with a | 
straight face should be enough to make | 
English teachers leap at them brandish- 
ing a whiteboard marker. This tiny, terrif- 
ic book is a fun and funny step in the 
right direction. 

Because it | 
aro knows how even 
3 jokes can be help- | 


| ful, "The More 
AYER) | те Manyer: 
\ Pinoy Clichés | 
IS" Lr bd aen and Other 
Words ш Words of Wis- | 
V pe i dumb” isa great 
4 4 example — of 
M a E 1 how Filipinos | 
a - 1 can get seri 
i ous, емел 
i whenitcomes | 
| to not taking | 


| themselves | 


à too seriously. 


Available‏ 4 ا 
rt" in leading |‏ 
bookstores. |‏ 

| 


Balisi's edifice complex ~» 


"The exile of the poet today is a simple 
function of a relatively recent discovery: 
that whoever wields the power is able to 
control language and not only with the 
prohibitions of censorship, but also by 
changing the meaning of words.” 

In this case, but not at the risk of alienat- 
ing Milosz, itis the artist's brush that prob- 
ably harnesses that power visually. “Out of 
the House and into the World of White” is a 
haunting depiction of structural ruin, a 
picture of war refuse, captured as though a 
nighttime curfew siren could be heard and 
the constantly moving patrol lights illumi- 
nate the skeletal remains of once imposing 
buildings at several angles at once. It could 


easily be Krakow at the height of Hitler's 
regime. 

‘Along the vein that “world’s end” is a 
metaphor for the Holocaust, the inwardly 
lit structures, so like those in cities rav- 
aged, serve as paeans to the survivors and 
as a reminder of the horrific truth, a vow 
that “No other end of the world will there 
tee 

“Neighborhood” runs until Sept. 24. 
Blanc is at 2E Crown Tower, 107 H.V. de la 
Costa St., Salcedo Village, Makati City.Call 
752-0032 or 0920-9276436. 

E-mail the author at 
day@gmail.com 
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stage in a series of concerts 

held separately in different 
venues, giving piano enthusiasts a 
treat of pianism essayed by young 
and senior pianists alike. 

‘At the Francisco Santiago Hall of Banco 
de Oro in Makati City, Regina "Inna" Р Mon- 
tesclaros and Naureen Paula Tan Ngo 
forged a remarkable tandem as they show- 
cased their individual and collaborative tal- 
ents. They had been keen competitors in lo- 
cal piano competitions and both had gar- 
nered top prizes. 

Watching them perform as a team rather 
than as competitors was simply engaging, 
thanks to the Manila Chamber Orchestra 
Foundation (MCO), which presented the 
concert as part of its 2007 festival. The 
МСО has always believed in nurturing the 
talents of young artists. Although the musi- 
cians played individual pieces, the concert 
was largely collaborative. 

With UST professor Herminigildo Ran- 
era securely wielding the baton on the 
podium, Montesclaros and Ngo played 
‘Mozart's Concerto for Two Pianos, К. 365, 
with the UST Symphony Orchestra. They 
electrified the audience with a youthful ex- 
uberance, fresh and spontaneous. 

They exchanged seats in Milhaud’s 
“Scaramouche,” this time Noreen on piano 
1, and engaged the audience further into a 
light, mood throughout the set of three 
movements. 

The high point of their performance was 
Saint-Saens “Carnival of Animals,” as they, 
with the UST Symphony Orchestra, imitat- 
ed ina series of short pieces animals in the 
200. MCO director Armando Baltazar pro- 
vided a stylish annotation in a well-modu- 
lated light baritone intonation. The rendi- 
tion was made more absorbing with visuals 
of the featured animals flashed on screen 
on the right side of the stage. 

Both young pianists rendered each a solo 
piece that underscored their respective 
soloist caliber: Noreen did Liszt's Hungari- 
an Rhapsody No. 13; while Inna, 
Ginestera's Danzas Argentinas, all with 
prolific energy. 

‘They certainly are the young pianists to 
watch! Their teachers are Raul Sunico and 
Cecile Basilio-Roxas, respectively. 


Asuncion at GSIS 

At the GSIS Museum, Manila's piano en- 
thusiasts heard Victor Santiago Asuncion, 
undoubtedly one of the country's finest pi- 
anists, He just finished his Doctorate in Mu- 
sical Arts (DMA) in Piano Performance at 
University of Maryland and is now a faculty 
member at University of Memphis, where 
he is the Coordinator of Piano and Collabo- 
rative Arts Studies, 

‘Asuncion wowed his listeners with his 
discriminating planism that could only 
come from a literate understanding of the 
works, and a well-honed technique that 
served as a foundation of his interpretative 
skill. He played intelligently, and its appeal 
was his correct style 
of execution. Briefly 
but amply, he intro- 
duced each piece 
before playing it. 

He was expres- 
sive in Alban Berg's 
Sonata No. 1, а 
piece rarely heard 
on the local concert 
scene, He rendered 
those chromatic 
configurations with 
crystalline purity 
and neatness. Its 
dense texture he 
etched in velvety 
tones, 

He shifted gear in 
Ravel's "Gaspard de 
la nuit,” essaying it 
palpably with 
enough firmness to 
keep its lyricism. 
"Ondine" was ex- 
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pressively singing; "Le gibet," absorbingly 
eerie; and the finale, "Scarbo," incisively 
rhythmic. 

He had complete abandon in Lizsts 
Somata in B Minor where he combined 
power and warm touch. His technical 
prowess could not be faulted as he fired 
brilliant octaves, handsome staccato in the 
fugue, and dynamic chords, all starkly con- 
trasted by an alluring singing tone. 

Manila must hear more of pianist Asun- 
cion, an alumnus of the Philippine High 
School for the Arts. 

Musika Ibarang and PHSA presented the 
concert for the benefit of the PHSA Alumni 
Chapter for its student travel. 


Sta. Isabel musicians 
Finally, the Santa Isabel College Key- 


FROM left: Venice Tamayo, Patrick Reyes, Emely Jane 
Mahipus, Bernica Sioson Tuason and Cecile Basilio 
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Ріапо сопсегіѕ 
definitely make our day 


board Philharmonic, composed of five pi- 
ano faculty members, perked up the other- 
wise wet weekend with a rousing symphon- 
ic piano music in a concert held at the 
schools inner court, titled "Piano 
Carousel.” 

The pianists were Cecile Basilio-Roxas; 
Bernica Sioson-Tuason; Emely Jane Mahi- 
pus; Venice Tamayo and John Patrick 
Reyes, The occasion was the 375th institu- 
tional foundation anniversary of the 
school. 

Imagine five upright pianos that cut an 
overwhelming pentagonal space on the 
center of the school’s basketball court. Each 
pianist makes a clockwise turn and plays on 
the next piano to the left until everyone 
comes in full circle. 
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Hooray 


j burst of young piano talents in 
the country as showcased in the 

| Jatest editions of the National 
Music Competition for Young 

, Artists and the piano festivals of 

| different music organizations? 

| Well, it's because piano 
teachers are active and con- 

stantly getting updates on the 


editions, and 


| dion, with its winners to be 

i j showcased Sept. 30 at Philam- 
| life Theater, and Oct. 26 at “Pa- 

1° co Park Presents.” 

i In preparation for this com- 

petition, seminars were con- 

ducted by PTGP president 


Baroque period. 


tion of ornaments and overall 
interpretation of Bach's music 
according to the practice of the 
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for piano teachers! 


: By Pablo A. Tariman The main 
Contributor 
| WHYIS THERE SUCH AN OUT- problems of the 


profession remain 
the lack of good 
scores and music 


latest in the pianoteaching the dearth 

} profession. A 

i ‘Acase in point is the array of Of performance 
projects lined up by the Piano ay 

^ Teachers Guild of the Philip- opportunities 
pines (PTGP), which is spon- 
soring the 2007 Bach Competi- for new talents 


Anthony So of the PTGP 
competition committee 
the categories of the Bach com- 
petition are Inventions Sinfo- 
Well-Tempered 
and Major 


says 


Manuel Marimba on April 29, mias; the 
July 1 and Aug. 5 on correct ar- Clavier Books; 
ticulations, dynamics, execu- Works and Transcriptions. 


Eliminations will be held at the 
UST Conservatory of Music 
recital halls, and the winners 
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A client stretches out comfortably on a plush treatment couch, and 
fat is literally melted away using the latest technology such as light 
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; skin and dissolve stubborn fat deposits. The results are close to 
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WINNERS of the PTGP 
competitions 


will be known in the final 
round on Sept. 16. 

ce its founding on Nov. 2, 
1972, the PTGP has been ac- 
tively pursuing the standard- 
ization of professional and 
pedagogical methods of piano 
teachers throughout the coun- 


чу 

Surprising maturity 3 
Pianists Najib Ismail and 

Mary Anne Espina of the PTGP 

recently took time out to an- ж 


wer questions on the state of 
piano-playing and teaching in 
the country. 

Ismail believes the standard 
of piano-playing has been gen- 
erally positive, and Espina 
agrees. 

“A lot of young kids play well 
beyond their years, and their 
sense of maturity is surpris- 
ing," notes Espina. 

The main problems of the 
profession remain the lack of 
good scores and music edi- 
tions, and the dearth of perfor- 
mance opportunities for new 
talents. 

“That is why we at the PTGP 
have festivals and competitions 


ac 4 


PIANIST 

Christine 
Ме. Соуйло 
wo- 


to get young musicians to per- 
form in good halls, and for 
them to have a venue for their 
talent,” adds Ismail. 

Are piano teachers in the 
provinces at par with piano 
teachers in Metro Manila and 
major cities? 

Generally, notes Ismail, most 
of the good teachers are in 
Manila. That is why PTGP is 
reaching out to the provinces 
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by giving seminars on the latest 
performance practices and 
trends in piano-playing. 

What is in store for the piano 
profession in this country? 

Ismail likes to think the fu- 
ture of the piano profession is 
bright. 

"The PTGP is working hard 
to make sure our teachers and 
students will hopefully be at 
par with the rest of the world," 
he says. 

For inquiries on the PTGP 
Bach Competition, сай 
7430491 or 2431081. 


Here and there 

Fresh from her triumphant 
team-up with conductor Helen 
Quach and the Manila Syr 
phony, pianist Christine Coyiu- 
towill have another solo recital 
on Sunday, Oct. 14, at the CCP 


SE 


Little Theater with guest cellist 
Anjo Inacay. 

Her program includes Han- 
dels Chaconne in G Major, 
HWV 435; Grieg's Lyric Pieces; 
and Rachmaninoffs Six Mo. 
ments Musicaux, Op. 16, and 
Sonata in G Minor, Op. 19, for 
violin and cello. For tickets, call 
8135828 

Incelebration of the 30th an- 
niversary of the Philippine 
High School for the Arts (PH. 
SA) and the 15th anniversary 
of Sanghiyas Pangkat Man- 
anayaw, the PHSA will mount a 
reunion-benefit dance concert 
at Tanghalang Mariang Makil- 
ing (NAC Theater) on Sept. 14, 
and at Francisco Santiago Hall 
оп Sept. 16. For inquiries, call 
0926-6621897. 


THE PHILIPPINE EDUCATION- 
al Theater Association, in asso- 
ciation with the Embassy of 
Switzerland in Manila and 
Mme. Charlotte Kerr-Diirren- 


matt, brings to the stage 
Friedrich Dürrenmatt's “Romy 
lus The Great 


‘Adapted by Jerry Respeto as 
"Romulus D'Gray from the 
English translation of Gerhard 


CAST of "Romulus D'Grayt" 


Nellhaus, and directed by Peta 
artistic director Maribel Legar- 
da, the play tells the story of 
Romulus, the last emperor of 
Rome, who, instead of ruling 
an already crumbling empire, 
is seen raising chickens in his 
farm. 

“Romulus D'Grayt" features 
an all-male cast that includes 
Dido dela Paz, Melvin Lee, lan 


Peta presents ‘Romulus D' 


Segarra, Ku Aquino, Ronnie 
Bertubin, Buddy Caramat, An- 
drew Cruz, Vincent de Jesus, 
Jef Dee, Eric dela Cruz, Ariel 
Diccion, Nor Domingo, Jess 
Evardone, Ceejay Javier, Wally 


Labajo, Phil Noble, Rhoel 
Recheta, Paolo Rodriguez, 
Jethro | Tenorio, Miguel 


Vasquez and Randy Villarama. 
Lights design is by Naomi 


LEAD actor Dido dela Paz 


design by Leo Abaya and mu- 
sic by Dodjie Fernandez. 

The play takes centerstage 
at Peta Theater Center's Tang- | 
halang Peta-Phinma Friday- | 
Sunday beginning Sept. 14 | 


Shoko Matsumoto, production | 
| 


until Oct. 28. There will be 
two performances а day. 
Schedules, however, are sub- 
ject to change without prior 
notice. 

Call the Peta Marketing and 
Public Relations Office at 
4100821/7256244, or e-mail 
mpr@petatheatercom ог 
petampro@yahoo.com. Visit 
www.petatheater.com. 


EATRO TOMASI- 
[ по, the university- 
wide theater guild 

of the University of San- 
to Tomas, announces 
the staging of its first 
major production for its 
30th season, "Unang 


Dalaw,” a 1999 Palanca 
Award-winning one-act 
play by Eduardo Perez. 
It will be staged Sept. 
17-18 at the Albertus 
Magnus Auditorium, 
4/E UST Education 


Bldg., with shows at 11 
g S 
Y v 


a.m., and at 1, 3, and 5 
pm. 

“Unang Dalaw” portrays the 
amusing edventures of three 
young girls taking their first 
steps into womanhood during 
the Philippine Revolution. The 
play will be directed by the 
guild's artistic director, Niña 


Teatro Tomasino opens 30th season 


Belle P Gavan. 

Part of the proceeds will be 
allotted for the Kaunlaran 
High School in Navotas, Mani- 
la. For ticket reservation and 
other inquiries, contact Trish 
at 0916-7812088 or the Teatro 
Tomasino office at 4061611 
local 8484. 
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‘Love’s Labour's Lost? 
from Repertory Philippines 


Shakespeare's “Love's 
Labours Lost” as а ences through exuberant physi- 


Those were the days of 
Psychedelic Furs, Spandau Bal- 
let, early Madonna and Duran 


Duran; women with big hai, per entourage arrive on a visit. 8870710 or 891999. 


By Constantino C. Tejero 


NCREDIBLY, THERE 

were no women this 

year honored by the 
Ramon Magsaysay Award 
Foundation (RMAF) in 
recognition of "greatness 
of spirit shown in service 
to the peoples of Asia." 

Even our woman President 
could not attend the presenta 
tion ceremonies of this highest 
of honors, known as Asia's No- 
bel Prize, on Aug. 31 at the Cul- 
tural Center of the Philippines 
Main Theater. President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo was in Malaysia 
оп a visit, but an RMAF staff 
member said she had been i 
vited every year but not once 
had she graced the occasion 
since 2003. 

Only three high government 
officials were sighted in the 
premises: Senators Franklin 
Drilon and Mar Roxas and Chief 
Justice Reynato Puno. 

Aided by RMAF board chair 
Washington SyCip, Puno pre- 
sented the medals and certifi- 
cates to the awardees. Above 
them hovered the giant gold 
medallion embossed with the 
late President Magsaysay’s im- 
age, set amid a copper-colored 
wire representation of laurels 
embellished with conch shells, 
against the ox-blood velvet cur- 
tain. 

There was one absence, 
though, that was applauded 
that afternoon—that of Chen 


barong Tagalog. 
Lifelong vision 


incarcerated in Linyi prison in 
Shandong province. He was 


Magsaysay Award for Emergent 3 d spiration. 
Leadership. 


Religious upbringing 
There were three Chinese 


leaving Fang Fang and her MUN E 
younger sister orphaned by FORMER Sen. Salonga by the 
‘AIDS. bust of President Ramon 


Tang Xiyang, for Peace and Magsaysay PHOTOS ROY HOMRLADA 
International Understanding, 
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REPERTORY PHILIP- raccoon eyes and shoulder Director Bart Guingona's cast 
= illiam Pads: and men with siyete hair- includes Еру Quizon, Nic Mana- 

pines presents William sand baggy pants han, Hans Eckstein, Gabs San- 
Shakespeare entertains audi- tos, Micah Muñoz, Jenny Jamo- 
0ш та, Gris Villonco, Crisel Consun- 
reimagined play set in the cal comedy and witty wordplay ji and Сава Borromeo, ably 
mid-’80s in Manila’s Uni- in this play, about a king and his supported by Ana Bitong, Oliver 
versity Belt right before cohorts who vow to spend three Usison, Jejie Esguerra, Kenneth 
the Rasa revolution: years devoted only to study Keng, Pom Docena, Dingdong 
$ "with no distraction at all from Rosales and Bonggoy Manahan. 

anyone or anything, only to find ^ "Loves Labour's Lost” runs 
themselves tempted by ladies Sept. 15-Oct. 7 at Onstage, سے‎ 
and love when the princess and Greenbelt 1, Makati. 


Call CAISA Borromeo, Hans Eckstein, Jenny Jamora, Epy Quizon, Cris Villonco, Nic Manahan, Gabs Santos 


and Crisel Consunji 


appeared hale in oyster-gray have a good life. "However, 


many of my wishes were not 
fulfilled,” he said. 
Then he enumerated more 


Guangcheng, the blind human- Ё poderes on yore Ad bid vocational training 
rights activist from China now ublic Service, was guided to schools; ^ income-generating 

center stage where he stood, programs; college for the poor; 
in black suit and old-rose tie, communication technology for 
honored with the Ramon o kx s: a model of dignity and in- remote villages—his lifelong vi- 


sion of improving the lot of ru- 


Blinded since 10 ral Nepal, and eventually the 
during the Korean world. 

War, he read his 
speech in Braille, 


Rhapsody and lament 


Wonorees this year the most WD 3 thanking doctors, — Palagummi Sainath from In- 
from any country. Chung To, an- а : nurses, teachers dia, for Journalism, Literature 
biker wadat for-Emergent N and hospital work- and Creative Communication 
Teadership,came inaplumccol. Ws ers for acting as Arts, reminded his audience 
Grea. traditional Славе shit his hands and feet, that this was the 60th anniver- 
with the red AIDS ribbon and his wife Jung- saryofIndian independence. 
pinned on the chest Jaas his eyes. After rhapsodizing over his 
Та his response, he каней à His $50,000 prize country’s history he lamented 
aê telling: about Ter money he committed to over “a nation that ranks fourth 


1а Fang Fang who asked her „Ж Î ine building of his sec- on the world's list of billionaires 
dying mother “Mother, why ond eye hospital. “Iwill and 126th in human develop- 
don't you sell me, so you would always strive to ease the ment,” and lambasted "a media 
have money to buy medicine?" А suffering of ту broth- politically free but chained by 
Both parents died, anyway i$ ers and sisters in pain,” profit" 


Ar his most inspiring, he 


Mahabir Pun from Nepal, quoted а line from the Mahat- 
for Community Leadership, was та: "Live simply that others 
the most reticent of the lot, al- might simply live.” 
most embarrassed, like a little Appearing in khaki pants and 
ere aditional Chinese emplary public career to his re- boy lost. Speaking in low tone, white sleeveshirt with char- 
ao Wore trellkbrocade With ligious upbringing, his father he said the award was “the coal-gray vest that looked like a 
шшр beside him, he being a Presbyterian pastor. greatest surprise of my life... cross between a paparazzi out, 
gave special thanks to his late “What separates me from other has boosted my spirit very much fit and a Nehru jacket, he 
даме ber ifeand collaborator political leaders," he said, “is and feel much younger now.” looked every inch a hard-hitting 
Мага "and dedicated his the fact chat I do not separate Не related his wishes as a journalist 
Mari! and Mother Nature, my religion from my politcal child wanting to have enough Chen, known as China's Bare- 
among others. beliefs and from public ser- food, clothes, shoes, books, foot Lawyer, could nor receive 
Jovio К. Salonga from the vice.” pens and paper, and as a college his award for obvious reason. 
philippines, for Government Though now slower in gait, Student wanting to become an He was serving а Prison wen 
Service, attributed his long ex- the venerable statesman still engineer to get a better job and tence of four years and three 


+ P500 off on automatic washing machine” 


months for exposing local offi- 
cials’ abuses of China's one- 
child policy, including forced 
abortions. 

Neither could his wife Yuan 
Weijing attend to get his award, 
as she, too, had been stopped 
from leaving Beijing. Her mes- 
sage was read by RMAF presi- 
dent Carmencita Abella to an 
unusually solemn audience. 

During the presentation of 
the seven awardees, when each 
was called to center stage to 
form a row, Chen's name was 
the most applauded. And his 
absence seemed to be the most 
real presence. 


Darkness and light 

In his congratulatory re- 
marks, Puno was brimming 
over with verbal felicities. 

He eulogized President 
Magsaysay as “our incandescent 
moral light.” (That was after 
quoting Martin Luther King Jr. 
“Everyone must decide whether 
to walk in the light of creative al- 
truism or to walk in the darkness 
of destructive selfishness.”) 

At one time, he baffled some 
in che audience when he started 
praising Tang Xiyang for "pro- 
tecting his countrys chirping 
birds... rustling leaves, and 
flowing rivers, now threat- 
ened"— and that was when his 
listeners realized he was refer- 
ring to an environmentalist. 

Finally he thanked the hon- 
orees for “showing us how to 
live,” and that “there can be a 
heaven on earth.” 
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(Giobeknes tol ree] or more informan. 

"Discount coupons available at select Western Union Agent locations Taris and Conditions apply See flyers for detalis. 
Promo duration s from July 1.2007 -Septembar 30. 2007. Per DTENCR Permit No. 2860, Senes of 2007. 
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Atreat | 
of wonderful 
pianism 


Together with the Santa 
Isabel College Chamber 
Orchestra composed of the 
school’s -music students 
and conducted by Crisanti 
L. Асало, the Keyboard 
Philharmonic rendered 
Bach's Concerto in A Minor 
asan opener. 

The rest of the program 
consisted of familiar light 
pieces scored for five pi- 
anos, making it collectively 
sound like a philharmonic 
orchestra, thanks to the ge- 
nius of Jane Tan, who ar- 
ranged the classical stan- 
dard pieces, and John | 
Reyes, who atranged two 
Filipino numbers, “Pamuli- 
nawen and  "Pandang- 
guhan." Indeed, the rendi- 
ton was superb: inner 
voicings neatly balanced, 
sounding the appropriate | 
orchestral instrument it re- 
flected. 

From an overture, “The 
Beautiful Galatea," Suppe; 
a march, "Semper Fidelis, 
Sousa; a movie theme, 
“The ` Entertainer (The 
Sting)" Joplin and the 
like, the pieces rendered 
were simply a hit. 

Clapping even height- | 
ened their playing to the 
joy of the audience who 
pure delight as they rel- 
ished the familiar tunes | 
they heard. 

The pianists forged a 
strong rapport; they 
played with burning pas- 
sion. Amor Caparas em- 
ceed the performance and 
provided brief introduc- 
tion. 

Impeccably tuned, the | 
pianos sounded excellent. 
‘Ace piano technician Igna- 
cio “Iggy” Tuason has kept 
his magic touch not only in 
tuning but also in main- 
taining the pianos. He 
tuned the pianos at the 
Francisco Santiago Hall 
concert cited above, which 
gave even and balanced 


tones. 


ANG MAS MATINDING TAG-ULAN TREATS MULA SA WESTERN UNION GOLD CARD! 


Two free servings of dessert (buko pandan, leche flan or ice cream) for a minimum purchase of P850" 
Free Sisig (pork, tuna, chicken or Pampanga) for a minimum purchase of P1000" 


ids included: HP, Acer, Acetech, Lenovo; 


FAST, RELIABLE, WORLDWIDE MONEY TRANSFER 


M -PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 
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ARTWORKS of kindergarten.ehildren 


capabilities. 


Anew 
educational 
approach 
builds the 
confidence 
to know 
and learn 
among 
children 


LECTIONS 
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Sept. 1415-10an to tipm Fra 
Sept 16-10an lo 10pm (Sun) 
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UNILAB is TRUSTED 
QUALITY HEALTHCARE 


Medical professionals and consumers from across socio-economic classes agree that in the 
Philippine pharmaceutical and healthcare industry, one corporate brand stands out as the trusted 
quality healthcare-Unilab. 

This insight was the result of the qualitative study for the Unilab corporate tagline conducted last year 
by internationally respected research agency Nielsen among consumer groups and doctors. Two 
‘consumer groups composed of 20 to 45 year-old male and female from across socio-economic classes 
who are purchase decision-makers for their families! healthcare needs were involved in the study, while 
the three doctor groups were composed of general practitioners and specialists with over 10 years of 
practice. Both stakeholder groups agreed that among the shortlist of corporate taglines tested, "Trusted 
Quality Healthcare" is most befitting for Unilab. 

“Trusted kasi ang Unilab, may karapatan na kasi matagal na sa business," said a consumer in the 
verbatim accounts recorded by Nielsen. Another added, "Effective ang gamot kaya trusted.” Still another, 
"Matatag na. Proven quality!" Another consumer succinctly expressed why he thinks Unilab is and should 
be trusted, "Kasi pinapahalagahan niya ang kalusugan mo." 

‘A doctor also underscored Unilab's heritage in the industry that has made it a trusted brand. "Matagal 
па ang Unilab, kaya na niyang panindigan." Addressing a broad base of common and chronic illnesses 
with Unilab's over 300 brands was also highlighted as a strong point, as expressed by another doctor. 
"Complete package siya. Wide range ang products niya." Another doctor highlighted Unilab's 
accessibility to most number of patients without sacrificing safety and efficacy. "Unilab is pro-patient," he 
said. "They do bioequivalence so you are guaranteed of the quality.” 


Internal brainstorming 

Prior to external stakeholder testing, the search for the Unilab corporate tagline commenced with а 
series of internal brainstorming workshops participated in by Unilab employee groups consisting of staff, 
line managers, division heads, and general managers of marketing divisions. 

This internal initiative Is imperative to the search process because it ensures that Unilab's corporate 
tagline is accepted and understood by Unilab employees themselves, who are essentially Unilab's 
ambassadors to external stakeholders such as medical professionals, trade partners, consumers, 
among others. 

The internal workshops yielded an interesting and insightful result: the key words Unilab employees 
want in the corporate tagline are trust, quality, health, and care-now all woven into Unilab's new corporate 
tagline "Trusted Quality Healthcare." 


Statement of responsibility 

The corporate tagline is a fundamental component of Unilab's corporate branding initiatives. In 
essence, "Trusted Quality Healthcare" highlights Unilab's character, reason for being, and heritage as the 
country's largest and leading pharmaceutical and healthcare company. Not only is it about who Unilab is, 
but more significantly about what Unilab means to the lives of millions of Filipinos served with safe, 
effective, and affordable healthcare. 

More than a claim, therefore, "Trusted Quality Healthcare" is an affirmation of all that the members of 
the Unilab Family-both past and present-collectively worked hard for in all of its 62-year history, the fruit of 
unwavering commitment to people's health and wellness. 

More than a promise, "Trusted Quality Healthcare" is a constant reminder of the responsibility built into 
Unilab's mission of helping consumers live the healthy life they deserve. It is, indeed, a statement of 
responsibility 


LIFESTYLE 


CAMBRIDGE helps kids find out how things work, develop skills in problem-solving and аса, 


Text by Rowena C. Burgos 
Photos by Romy Homillada 


HELPING KIDS AGED 18 MONTHS TO 
6 years become thinkers and not just pas- 
sive listeners has been the goal of Cam- 
bridge Child Development Centre. 

Through its Project Approach curricu- 
lum, Cambridge, which has branches in 
Quezon City, Manila, San Juan and Cebu, 
teaches children to be systematic, scientific. 
and creative. 

An early childhood education program, 
Project Approach has been adopted by 
school districts and state programs in the 
United States and Canada. 

"Studies have shown that through Project. 
Approach, learning can be more dynamic, 
flexible and meaningful for children,” says 
Myra Jiao, directress of Cambridge, at 1 
Capitol Drive, Capitol Hills, Quezon City. 
“The program builds on children’s curiosity 
and interest, ensuring more in-depth learn- 
ing. It offers them opportunities to relate 
new information to what they already know 
from their own experience. They learn to 
engage in problem-solving and develop 
confidence in their own capability.” 

Jiao adds that Project Approach address- 
es recent findings in brain research, emo- 
tional intelligence, multiple intelligences, 
the role of art and creativity in education 
and the importance of the classroom as a so- 
cial context for early learning. 

Project Approach and the insight it pro- 
vides into a child's understanding are val- 
ued by teachers. The children go on field 
trips, then draw sketches of what they had 
moticed and what had been important to 

them during their trip. 

"In the past, the teachers have had diffi- 
culty motivating the children in their class 
to draw on their own. Some students typi- 
cally are delayed at least one year and often 
have multiple impairments. Some had not 
seen any recognizable shapes in the chil- 
dren's drawings. Putting the drawing in the 
context of a project helps the teacher to rec- 
ognize what the child is attempting to 
draw,” Jiao explains. "These drawings that 
children produce demonstrate their growth 
and understanding.” 


Planning 

Jiao believes that the most helpful thing 
about Project Approach is the contribution 
it makes to planning, "I think its easier 
mainly because you have a goal—to see, 
first of all, what knowledge the children 
have, where their interests are, and then 
once you know where they want to go, it's 
easier to plan along those lines. Planning is 
based on the children's interests. One way 
the teachers pick up on the children's inter- 
estis by listening to what the children say" 

As an administrator, Jiao is very pleased 
with the effect of Project Approach on her 
school. When asked how Project Approach 
has affected teachers, she says, "I think its 
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teractive and social 


Project: New way of learning 


made them think of what level the children 
are on and where they are taking the kids, 
Instead of cute themes, they really have to 
look at where the kids are and what they're 
doing, what they are interested in. And then 
they have to figure out how to teach it. They 
can't find that ready-made in a book. In this 
process, they've had the kids do things that 
you don't often think about young children 
doing." 

Jiao believes that teachers who use the 
Project Approach do more work than they 
would if they were using a traditional cur- 
riculum. "In the typical early childhood cur- 
riculum, more reliance is placed on books. 
With this project work, they've got to plan 
field trips, they've got to be talking to peo- 
ple. They've got to figure out what's hands- 
on that the children can explore. They have 
to bring in the stuff that the kids use to cre- 
ate—make things available to the kids be- 
yond papers.” 


Programs 

For toddlers who are 18-30 months, Cam- 
bridge Capitol Hills offers a program from 9 
to 1] am. held three times a week (which 
costs P50,000/year) or five times a week 
(P70,000/year). The program includes cre- 
ative art, science discovery, pre-math activi- 
ties, fun cookery and tons of play time. 

The nursery class for 2%- to 4-year-old 
kids (P72,000/year) features music and 
movement, creative language program, 
phonics, computer-assisted learning, sci- 
ence discovery, creative art and play time. 

The kindergarten program for 4-6 years 
old (PB0,000/year) proffers language and 
spelling, computer-assisted learning, phon- 
ics, science discovery creative art and 
speech and drama. 

The miscellaneous fee of P6,000 covers 
snacks, materials, field trips and a set of uni- 
form. 

Project Approach, Лао says, has made 
Cambridge's program “more substantial” 
and has provided a “more well-rounded 
hands-on curriculum.” 

“We're not doing all of the teaching. The 
children are teaching each other. It seems 
that we are letting them take more responsi- 
bility. They come up with some of the most 
intelligent things! Its just unbelievable to 
me what kids this age can do and think," 


Jiao says. 
Call Cambridge Capitol Hills at 931-0372 
and 0917-8327365; e-mail capitol- 


hills@cambrige.com.ph. Visit its website at 
www.cambrige.com.ph/capitolhill 


Dr. Sylvia Chard, a leading expert on Pro- 
ject Approach, will conduct a seminar work- 
shop on Sept. 13, 14, and 15, 8 a.m. to 
6p.m., at the Amorsolo Hall of Holiday Inn 
Galleria Manila to demonstrate planning 
projects, doing field work, investigating 
people and places, representing new learn- 
ing, documentation and assessing student 
learning 


MYRA Jiao (far right) with teachers Mark 
Joseph Puruganan Jr., Nursery; Eden 

Destacamento, Toddler; Mary Pia Catherine 
Yuson, Nursery l; Lourameh Cañas, Nursery 
2;and Jennifer Avila-Agud, Kinder 


AFTER A SUCCESSFUL 
premiere in Cebu, Yasmi- 
na Reza's Broadway and 
London hit comedy "Art" is 
set to be staged for a spe- 
cial Manila performance 
for one night only on Sept. 
22, 8 p.m., at the Music 
Museum, under Bart 
Guingona's direction. 
Produced by Litde Boy 
Productions and, Actor's 
Actors Inc, this hew pro- 
duction features Jett Pan- 


ing that he 
tious.” 


Originally written 
French and produced by 
Sean Connery in London, 


Broadway hit “Art” at the Music Museum 


gan, Michael de Mesa and 
Ricky Davao. 

“Art” is a brilliant come- 
dy about a friendship that 
is threatened when one 
member of the barkada 
does something that up- 
sets another member- 
this case, buying a paint- 


"Art" has won numerous 
awards, including the 
1998 Tony Award for Best 
Play and the 1997 Olivier 
Award for Best Comedy. 
This new translation by 
Lito Abafio captures all the 
humor of the original. 
Tickets are available at 
Tickerworld, 891-9999 or 
www.ticketworld.com.ph 


in 


finds “preten- 


in For. sponsorships and 
group sales, call Hendri, 
0917-8155794. 
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Disney supports its star despite nude photo 


NEW YORK—THE WALT DIS- 
ney Co. is supporting the 18- 
year-old star of its wildly suc- 
cessful “High School Musical” 
franchise, despite her “lapse in 


‘The sequels premiere on Disney gens described herself as “a very to a record audience of 17.2 mil. _ The best thing for Disney was to 
Channel last month attracted private person” with “very good Боп viewers to become the most- do nothing, said Michael Levine, a 
more than 17 milion viewers, morals" who enjoyed serving as a watched individual program in ca- Hollywood image consultant and 
making it the summers most- role model ble TV history author of 18 books. АР Reuters 
watched TV program. Hudgens is a superstar among 


judgment" in posing for nude E the preteen set, and Disney has 
photos that ware feaked ro te Lapse in judgment spun a wide merchandising net 1 
Internet. “Vanessa has apologized for around the series with albums and Let 

Vanessa Hudgens apologized what was obviously a lapse in concert tours. She and Efron re- |" + 
Friday for the photos, which show judgment,” said Disney Channel portedly date in real life, making | MEDICAL GROUP 
her smiling and standing naked in spokeswoman Patti McTeague. them big attractions for celebrity |. A 
а bedroom directly in front of the We hope she's learned a valuable magazines. cupunctu re 
camera. lesson." The films wholesome nature— Û 3 ; 

“1 want to apologize to my fans, She said negotiations were on- for a company that has made its Tho off of needle 
whose support and trust means going to land all the actors for a name on family-friendly fare for T Бг 
the world to me,” Hudgens said in “High School Musical 3" feature generations — is a big part of its Tk alie din 
а statement issued about a day af- film—including Hudgens. ‘success. * сөн : (on M 
ter the photo surfaced. "I am em- Hudgens publicist, Jill Frizo, But some parents of young fans MEM ү! pis 
barrassed over this situation and would notsay anything about who were outraged by the photo, say- ШЙ 1 is n i ma 
regret having ever taken these took the pictures and how they  ingittarnished Hudgens image. == че ее C 
photos. I am thankful for the sup- slipped out onto the Internet. ] bids W ee 
port of my family and friends.” Earlier on Friday a representa- Record audience К «facial palsy 

‘Hudgens has starred in “High tive for Hudgens confirmed the If Disney executives had cut ties 4 2 lumbago infertility , 
School Musical” and “High School image was of Hudgens but said it with Hudgens, not wanting the 2. post operation. ee 
‘Musical 2” as Gabriella, the sweet, “was taken privately” company's name associated with o Sciatica chronic 
innocent science geek whose ro- “It is a personal matter and it is anything not G-rated, they would TN « chronic RAM 
mance with athlete Troy played by unfortunate that this has become have run the risk of upsetting a for- a am headaches& diarrhea and 

7. Zac Efron, is chronicled in the two public,” the representative said in mula that has made the company E mipraine skin problem: 
hugely popular made-for-televi- a statement. millions upon millions of dollars. s 
sion movies on the squeaky-clean In a Teen magazine interview “High School Musical 2” debut- 


Disney Channel. VANESSA HUDGENS released earlier this week, Hud- ed on Disney Channel last month 


What is Oriental beauty? 


qe 


on Sih Touch Elegant Mahogany (68 Is it the way you look, 
the way you feel, 
or the way you are? 


Come find out at the 
Bigen Silk Touch Mall Exhibit 
and avail of the Free Hair-Color Application. 


Never be afraid to express your beauty. 


$ 
ў 
X 


Digen 


Silk Douce 


этн SILK PROTEIN AND GINSENG EXTRACT 


EXHIBIT SCHEDULE For every purchase, get a chance to: 
+ Robinsons Galleria - August 29 to September 2 * Pick-a-prize 
SM Makar Soptemharg oa : SAE арат and Robinsons Gift Certificate 
• Robinsons Manila - September 12 to 16 = Bue Compact Mirror 
2 + Bigen Hair Color Bag 
* Festival Mall - October 13 to 14 * Have your own photo shoot! 
< SM North EDSA - October 18 to 24 Have your photo taken after availing of the 


Bigen Silk Touch free hair-color application. 


* Upon every purchase of Bigen Silk Touch, get free hair color application. NERA ERU wd 


Available in all exhibits except in SM malls. 


h 0 y [ЕЕ Available in leading supermarkets, drugstores and beauty shops nationwide. 


coton YOUR HEART 


Shop, compare and save on some of the biggest 
brand named appliances to give your home that special 
upgrade it's been waiting for! Get 0% interest” on all TVs, Washers, 
Ovens and so much more! Fair runs from August 17 to September 10. 


BEEN n 


NI 
'Citbank credit card holders may avail of a O% interest scheme on all Automatic Center Appliances «ЛЕЕ 


ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUIDE 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 


1 THE INVASION * THX 6 EVAN ALMIGHTY 
1230 250 $10 730 950 1230 230 430 
2 DISTURBIA 7 SKINWALKERS 


1240 300 520 740 1000 1240 300 520 740 1000 


8ALOVE STORY 
1245 300 5:15 730 945 


3 indieSine:TRIBU 
1220 230 440 650 900 


41NOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK & LARRY 9 NANCY DREW 
1220 245 $10 735 1000 1100 110 320 530 740 950 


5 NANCY DREW 10 1408 
100 320 530 740 950 100 315 530 745 1000 


Won Best Film in the last Cinemalaya Film Competition 

‘This film project is based on the 2008 Palanca Award winning scrrenplay, "Tribu" 
about the violent lives of street gang members, young urban hiphop poets іп Tondo. as 
‘seen from the eyes of a 10 year old boy The Proponent, a broadcast journalist, poet. 
‘writer and sociologist, produced a short documentray on this hiphop/gangste pheno- 
menon which aired on national television In 2001. But sensing that the TV feature Is not 
‘enough, he went back to his Tondo roots and spent more time with various gangs (also 

Called "tribes." Hence, the title), further documenting thelr experiences and street 
poetry/hiphop culture. The author / proponent believes that complexities and subtleties 
of ihe story of these ppor, yet highly talented urban youth can only truly be told using 

the more sophisticated language of cinema 


| 


| 


watch this only at Robinsons Movieworld Galleria 
AUGUST 29 to SEPTEMBER 11 


1 DISTURBIA 1230 250 510 725 1000 


21NOW PRONOUNCE YOU 
CHUCK & LARRY Sneak Preview 


5 A LOVE STORY 
1230 250 $10 730 1000 


31408 
12:00 200 400 600 800 1000 


6 DAY WATCH 
1120 200 440 720 1000 


4 NANCY DREW 
1200 200 400 600 800 1000 


DRESS ‘EM UP 
UNDERDOG STYLE 


Bring your cute pet dogs in 
a superhero costume and get 
special prizes. 


‘Registration Forms are now available al all 
Handyman Do-Il-Bes! Home Center Outlets 


1 INOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK & LARRY 5 RUSH HOUR 3 
1290 210 420 640 990 1250 250 450 650 900 


7 SKINWALKERS 
1220 220 420 620 825 1000 


Oe 
ea 
s FUN SHOW 
ЗИ 
‘SEPT. 15 (Saturday) + 2PM 
He 
RE IUS 


2A LOVE STORY 6 THE INVASION 
1210 225 440 655 910 1230 240 450 700 9:00 
3 SKINWALKERS 7 DISTURBIA 
1110 140 410 640 910 1105 135 405 635 905 ^ 
1 
41408 8 NANCY DREW 
1130 155 420 биз 910 150 415 640 905 


NOVALEICHES sé Mi тсе 
4 DISTURBIA 3 NANCY DREW 
2 A LOVE STORY 4 EVAN ALMIGHTY 


5 INOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK & LARRY 


PIONEER: 


1 NANCY DREW 3 SKINWALKERS 
1205 215 425 635 840 130 350 &10 830 
21NOW PRONOUNCE YOU 4DAY WATCH 


CHUCK & LARRY Sneak Preview 1225 310 655 840 


11408 1EVAN ALMIGHTY 
2 CASA 2ALOVE STORY 
3THREE 3 RUSH HOUR 3 
4THE INVASION 4RISE 


А 


“SCHEER © 


Factor 
Ë oad 


Hilton's rights.” 
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Paris Hilton sues Hallmark over catchphrase 

LOS ANGELES—Paris Hilton has sued Hallmark Cards Inc. in the US District Court, seek- 
ing an injunction and unspecified damages for the use of her picture and catchphrase 
"That's hot" on a greeting card. Comments Hallmark spokeswoman Julie O'Dell in an e- 
mailed statement: "These cards take a satirical look at news and gossip surrounding pub- 
lic figures, including Paris Hilton, and we do not believe Hallmark has violated any of Ms 
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CINEMA 


жилик д MOVIE WITHA LOVED ONE 


‘SM mau or ASIA 
Boman Of 


IMAX, 


DEEP SEA 3D Amie Prce: #250 

120 9 1:30PM 6-00 PM - 7:30 PM « 9-008 

HARRY POTTER Aemisson Price: 
pe Paso- reap 


556.0104 


EVAN ALMIGHTY 
DISTURBIA 
INVASION 
NANCY DREW 
A LOVE STORY 
PREMIERE CINEMA 
RUSH HOUR 3 
CENTERSTAGE 
1408 


DIRECTOR'S CLUB 
эгедер» now accepted. Inquire a 556-2314 


i 
€ 


PODIUM 
اا‎ 
CINEMA 1 
DAY WATCH 
cmm 2 
DISTURBIA 


For ticket reservations, dial 6338976 
All major credit cards accepted 


sm нокти EBSA 929-5452 


!iDISTURBIA 
ПА LOVE STORY 
DAY WATCH 


SiSKINWALKERS 
INVASION 
RUSH HOUR 3 
EVAN ALMIGHTY 
311408 

LAST LEGION/ NANCY DREW 
MY KUYA’S WEDDING 
BOURNE ULTIMATUM 


SHO 


Your life as a movie 
мы = 


= Bic 


£ 
ү 


Explore the depths of the sea 
and experience the captivating 


o 


METRO mawa 
Sm MEGACINERIA 633-1901 
!RUSH HOUR З 
HSKINWALKERS 
1408 
GANDHI, MY FATHER 
Sji sow momo vo ence a минт 
€NANCY DREW 
T DISTURBIA 
J DAY WATCH 
INVASION 
бА LOVE STORY 
„iMY KUYA'S WEDDING 
ТЕМАМ ALMIGHTY 
sm erry FRIRWIEW 935-0749 
INVASION 
NANCY DREW 
BOURNE ULTIMATUM 
GSKINWALKERS 
MY KUYA'S WEDDING 
LAST LEGION 
1408 
sA LOVE STORY 
ЗЕМАМ ALMIGHTY 
WRUSH HOUR 3 
DISTURBIA 


7161416 


‘Sm erry STA. MESA 


FERRIED a 


11408 

3RUSH HOUR 3 SM CITY OASMARINAS тне 

JSKINWALKERS ;MY KUYA'S WEDDING 
HINVASION 


SA LOVE STORY 
SEVAN ALMIGHTY 

JiMY KUYA'S WEDDING 
"NANCY DREW 
DISTURBIA 

LAST LEGION 


SM CITY SAN IAZARO — 7862488 jy VA SrON/ SKINWALKERS 
1408 !MY KUYA'S WEDDING 
DISTURBIA smeny SUCAT 829-4975 

3SKINWALKERS 42408 


"NANCY DREW 


$^ LOVE STORY 


vietinne- 


WTiRAE 


§san maue OCW Ca 


s 


colors and the exciting 
drama of marine ie. 


TICKETS at P 250 
AIL major credit cards accepted 
Please call 
556-IMAX (4629) or 556-0242 
for inquiries and reservations, 
y email us at imaxQemcinema.com 


Panasonic 
ideas for life 


‘Sm SDUTHMALL 306-6888 | 


Tow парто vou HUCK ao LARRY 
ISKINWALKERS 
11408 

«DAY WATCH 

ЗА LOVE STORY 
£DISTURBIA 

TNANCY DREW 

EMY KUYA'S WEDDING 
ЗЕМАМ ALMIGHTY 


зш CITY BICUTAN 776-3055 
DISTURBIA 

1МҮ KUYA'S WEDDING 
11408 

«SKINWALKERS 

sm erry manna 523-9240. 


.ВООАМЕ ULTIMATUM 
1 SKINWALKERS 


11408 

SEVAN ALMIGHTY 
DISTURBIA 

“RUSH HOUR З 

ВА LOVE STORY 

$ DON’T LOOK BACK 

MY KUYA'S WEDDING 
1 DAY WATCH 

RNANCY DREW 


JBLADES OF GLORY 
+1408 
sm VALENZUELA 
т1408 


293.3917 


MY KUYA'S WEDDING 
J$KINWALKERS 
DISTURBIA 


Smemvnacoon (046)417-3868 
ISKINWALKERS 
ZCHOPSUEY 

31408 

1A LOVE STORY 

SLAST LEGION 

&MY KUYA'S WEDDING 
ТЕМАМ ALMIGHTY 

RUSH HOUR 3 


SM CITY CLARK (045)625-5844-45 
11408 

iRUSH HOUR з 

iRISE 


£A LOVE STORY 
$MY KUYA'S WEDDING 
*SINKING OF JAPAN 
SMEITYMARIAO — (044933201317 
iLICENSE TO WED 

iMY KUYA'S WEDDING 


Luzon 
sm CITY BATANGAS 
LRISE 

ÍMY KUYA'S WEDDING 
1A LOVE STORY 
«SINKING OF JAPAN 


SMCITYPAMPANGA (0459627са: 


21408 
RUSH HOUR 3 3A LOVE STORY 
їзє RISE 
1055 117 SM surencenrim MOLINO (046742160 
41408 iDAY WATCH 


5A LOVE STORY 
éMY KUYA'S WEDDING 
smemv upa (043) 784.018: 
iA LOVE STORY 
IHAIRSPRAY 

ТЕМАМ ALMIGHTY 


885-6401-04 


БМ CITY LUCENA  (042)7108977-80 
$EVAN ALMIGHTY 

iA LOVE STORY 

MY KUYA'S'WEDDING 
RUSH HOUR 3 

БМ СПТУ BAGUIO (074019783020 


RUSH HOUR 3 


ISKINWALKERS 
3DISTURBIA 
¿NANCY DREW 
‘SM CITY sa. ROSA 
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seen recently its “Hairspray” that 
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рамі апа is on "Найзиау" stars | guilds covering the different aspects of the terstage Productions); "Todos, Todos, 
Же de реше, Nidi Blomd and | movie profession. These guilds now form Teros” (John Torres); "Rome and Juliet” 


er. Genuine '60s musicals like “Bye 
Bye Birdie” featured a wider range of 
musical impulses, to more dynamic 
effect. 
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political office are shattered when 
God, in the person of Samuel L. 
Jackson, orders him to drop every- 
thing and build an ark, because a sec- 


Fora major change of pace, Nicole 
Kidman stars in the sci-fi chiller, “The 
Invasion.” The film's story hinges on 
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By Janet Susan В. Nepales 
Contributor 


LOS ANGELES—BABY-FACED, MI- 
ami born, Jamaican-bred Sean 
Kingston, 17, who appears to be a 
happy-go-lucky type, is actually an 
old soul with a young heart. 

*1 like that description,” he said 
during a recent interview at the 
‘Sony/BMG office in Santa Monica. 

Wearing a Billionaire Club cap 
backwards, loose shirt, denims and 
recent signs of his newfound 
wealth and popularity—a huge G- 
Shock sports watch, a silver neck- 
lace, and matching silver bracelet 
to complete his superstar 
look—Sean is the world’s latest 
music sensation. 

He has the numbers to prove it. 
His debut single, “Beautiful Girls,” 
is No. 1 in MySpace, iTunes, AOL 
Music, Yahoo Music, the No: 1 Ve 
zon ring tone and No. 1 on Bi 
board’s Hot 100 where it remained 
for five consecutive weeks. 

Recently, Sean toppled Kanye 
West off the top of the UK chart, 
pushing the American rapper's 
“stronger” single down to number 
two. 


Breaking all formulas 

‘The charming teener, who start- 
ed writing and composing music 
when he was only 10, is also break- 
ing all formulas: He has created a 
new genre where rap, reggae, pop 
and doo-wop are combined; he 
does not use profanity in his songs; 
he broke into show business by 
spamming himself in MySpace and 
was soon getting a million hits a 
day for his song; and he loves to 
“sound old but look young.” 

He tried to get the attention of 
record producer J.R. Rotem of the 
Beluga Heights label by writing to 
him three times a day for weeks. “I 
just kept on e-mailing him and 
telling him to check my music on 


LUNES-BIYERNES pagkatapos ng Daisy Siete 


SREP RTS T ner 


‚Mamaya simula na ng paglalakbay mula 
hirap hanggang tagumpay... . 
4 


SEAN KINGSTON 


MySpace. Until finally, he replied, 
listened to my music and signed me 
up,” Sean revealed. 

His first single, “Beautiful Girls,” 
recently won the Teen Choice 2007 
award for Choice Music R&B Track. 
“It is universal in nature since it 
tells of one falling in love and get- 
ting heartbroken, because one's 
love doesn't live up to your expec- 
tations,” he explained. 

Yes, he has fallen in and out of 
love. “Iwas going out with the most 
beautiful girl in school for two 
years but then she cheated on me 
‘with my best friend,” he revealed. 

Raised in Kingston, Jamaica, 
Sean said he had a rough child- 
hood. 

“Thad a hard life,” he confessed. 
“There was a time when I was liv- 
ing in a car with my mom. We were 
homeless and I was growing up 
faster than I should have. When 1 
was 14, my mother was arrested for 
tax evasion. 1 am really close to my 
mom so when she was arrested, а 
big part of me was taken away, too. 

“My older sister stayed with me 
but then was also taken away for 
her involvement in my mothers 
crime. I slept on a bench in a bus 
stop for some time until 1 found 
refuge with an aunt in Boynton 
Beach, Florida.” 

‘Although he disclosed that his 
sister was released after four 
months, his mom is still serving 


time. 

Turning the negative into posi- 
tive, Sean started writing music. 
turned to music and kept myself 
motivated. I used all these stuff as 
my motivation and it got me to 
where Iam today,” he disclosed. 

He added, “1 like it when I know 
people are reacting to my music. I 
love to write music that will con- 
nect with the fans, whether they 
are 15 or 35 years old,” he pointed 
out. 


Staying clean and pure 

Sean explained that he does not 
use profanity as he wants to be a 
role model to kids and “stay clean 
and pure.” 

He said he probably got his fa- 
thers hustler mentality. He ex- 
plained, “When my father wants 
something, he will do everything to 
get it. If he wants a Bentley, he will 
Cut grass to be able to get that Bent- 
ley. Just like me. If I want a record 
deal, I will not stop until I get a 
record deal. 1 will focus. I will push 
myself for it.” 

If he had three wishes, what they 
would be? 

“1 wish my mom would get out of 
jail as soon as possible. I wish my 
album would go platinum. And 1 
wish I would be a great artist." 


Email the writer at 
jrnepales_624@yahoo.com. 
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Life’s not all a comedy 


By Marinel R. Cruz that the situations around me were actu- 
ally happening. That helps me forget that 
Tm acting. 

1 portray the role of a teacher in 
“Pisay.” I feel flattered whenever alumni 
of Philippine Science High School come 
wp to me and tell me I remind them of 
their years in the school. I just feel funny 
to be a Science teacher because I used to 
fail my science subjects in high school. 

Even though my daughter in the movie 
“Tuli” fell in love with another woman, 
my character did not disown the child. 

Tm like her in the sense that I'm nev- 
er judgmental. 


WHILE EUGENE DOMINGO IS CONSID- 
ered one of the funniest actors in local 
show biz today, it's surprising that very 
little laughter was heard during this in- 
terview with Inquirer Entertainment. 

“Tm the serious type. I'm calm,” said 
Eugene, a theater arts graduate of the 
University of the Philippines. “People are 
used to seeing me clowning around on 
TV and in the movies. IfT'm like that in re- 
al life, Td get a heart attack.” 

Known for her hilarious 
performances in comedies 
like “Ang Cute ng Ina 
Mo" and “Р Lucky 
Ones," Eugene tackles 
а different role—that 
of a social worker—in 
Dante Mendoza's "Fos- 
ter Child.” 

The film, which pre- 
miered in the Directors 
Fortnight section of the 
prestigious Cannes In- 
ternational Film Festi- 
val in May, explores 
the state of foster care 30 / 4 
in the Philippines. з тй 

Aside from "Foster 
Child,” Eugene was 
also in the cast of 
Aureaus  Solitos 
“Pisay” (2007) 
and “Tuli” (2005). 


You like to involve yourself 
with issues that are trou- 
bling the industry. Do you 
think all actors should do 
the same? 

I choose my battles. 
strongly feel that if our chil- 
dren would get nothing from 
television but vulgarity, 

sayang lang ang airtime; 
lets all stop watching 

TV I hope we'd come 

up with more chil- 

dren’s shows. I 
hope we'd make 
TV viewing more 
worthwhile, 


3 j Training and dis- 

cipline in theater 
are very differ- 
ent from TV and 
the movies. How do you handle co- 
workers who are incompetent and un- 
professional? 

Tm very fortunate that so far, Ive not 
encountered actors who are unprofes- 
sional. When I first worked on TV, I was 
lucky to have been able to work with the 
likes of Claudine Barretto, Gloria Romero 
and Robert Arevallo, who are all pros. 

But in this business, a degree in theater 
arts doesn't really matter. What counts is 
your work attitude. I'm the type who real- 
ly follows schedules. Ayaw ko nang paba- 
go-bago. I get frustrated with co-workers 
who аге unable to deliver because they're 
irresponsible. I get turned off by actors 
who arrive late on the set; although this 
really doesn't affect my performance. 


EUGENE DOMINGO 
You described 

what you've done in independent films 
as something totally different from 
your mainstream work. How was it dif- 
ferent? 

Ever since I became known as a come- 
dian, I felt as if people always expected 
me to play funny roles. At least in indie 
films, I get to play roles that I consider 
more challenging. Indie films are very 
much like theater for me—its refresh- 
ing, it's a breather. As an actor, I need 
balance. I don’t want to be identified 
with just one genre. I will be bored to 
death. 

‘As an actor, the challenge in working 
on "Foster Child" was that I was told not 
to act. I had to believe that I was indeed 
Bianca, the social worker. I had to believe 
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acer bic. [like th 
Other TV hosts on Edu's list in- 
clude Oprah Winfrey and Barbara 
Walters. 
On the other hand, Edu's col- 


leagues like his style. Bernadette 
Sembrano, a co-host on “UKG,” de- 
scribes him as "a natural." 

John Lapus, of the talk program 
“Showbiz Central,” says Edu is “my 
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male  counterpart—spontaneous, 
funny, witty and smart.” 

For Rica Peralejo, another "UKG" 
co-host, says Edu is the "best host in 
the country” S 
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For ticket inquiries, please call TicketNet at 911-5555 or log on to www.ticketnet.com.ph. 
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HO FUN SHOW 


DRESS ‘EM UP 
UNDERDOG STYLE 


Bring your cute pet dogs in 
а superhero costume and get 


special prizes. 


Major Prizes and other special awards 
tobe given as follows 
BOW WOW Champ and runners up. 
Master & pet look-alike 
Most Tolented Buddy 
BOW WOW Eater 
BOW WOW Fun Show is on SEPT. 15 (Sal) 
2PM at Orosa Atrium, Robinsons Ploce, Manila 
‘Registration Forms are now available at all 
Handyman Do-it-Bes! Home Center Outlets 
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Pop and classical at George Tagle’s first major concert 


"SALUTE TO GEORGE: р 
First Major Concert 
with the Manila Phil- 


harmonie Orchestra" pme s a 3 BE fora reason 
eatures classical | immo А Bak NANCY DREW. DISTURBIA 

singer George Sison са pm) and Art QE T DRE, as, race PG-13, 12:20, 

Tagle on Sept. 13 at the + 5:10. 7:35, 10:00 2:45, 5:10, 7:35, 10:00) 


Menuntag (10-12 mn) 
at RJTV Bar, 28 Jupiter 
St. Bel-Air, Makati. 
Call 8991658 for in- 
quiries/reservations. 
Romy Posadas at 


Crowne Plaza Grand 
Ballroom, Ortigas Cen- 
ter, Pasig. 

The concert will 
showcase Tagle's ver- 


satility as he mixes 5 
ын and pop, as GEORGETagle’ Meke Ваг | Bistro 
8 reenbelt 3, Makati. 
Wella шеги RAB, jazz and сш “уш and Catch the Cineplex Special 
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Cardinal J. Vidal 
showing his lighter 
side; Nanette Inven- 
tor talking about her 
single-blessedness; 
and the Tundang 
Family regional 
winners of the 2nd 
National Catholic 
Family Bible Quiz, 
sharing how God 
works in their lives. 


'Let's Kick 
Some BrASS?’ 


The CompanY 
joins forces with the 
UP Jazz Ensemble in 
a big band concert, 
“Lers Kick Some 
Brass!” debuting 
on Sept. 15, 8 p.m. 
at the Davao Con- 
vention and Trade 
Center, Davao City. 

Gala performance 
is on Oct. 13, 8 p.m. 
at the Tanghalang 
Nicanor Abelardo of 
the Cultural Center 
of the Philippines, 

Tickets for the 
Davao concert are 
available at LBC Per- 
forming Arts Center 
Gel. — 3005844), 
Novie Boutique 
(2223867), Export 
Bank (2270865) 
and Lanang Busi 
ness Inn (2215847/ 
2215864). 

For the CCP date, 
call — 8323704, 
8321125 loc. 
1409/1410 or log 
ол to ticker 
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Folk music icon BEASTS 


Freddie Aguilar per- 
forms on Sept. 22, 
Oct. 20, Nov. 17 and 
Dec. 22 at LA Cafe, 
corner M.H. Del Pi- 
lar and Salas 
Streets, Ermita, 
Manila. 


John Ford 
Coley'stour 


КОБА | f for the chance to win an 


pines on a five-city 


concert tour dubbed 
Li iam ACER FERRARI LAPTOP! 
Love Me." 

“The tour opens on j 
Oct. 12 at the Ali H 
Theater, CCP Com. For more details, LOG ON to 
plex, Pasay City. 

Call Ticketworld at 

9115555 or Ticketnet. 
8t8919999. 


7 out of the top 10 TV advertisers", 
all of them backed by the most 
sophisticated media planning tools, 
place more minutes in GMA 
as their preferred media partner. : 


This has been a partnership 
that we have cherished over the years. 


And that calls for a celebration. 


To them and to all of our Kapuso advertisers, 
thank you for your continued support. 


We commit more than ever À 
to give you only the best. 


ms 


Kapuso ng bawat Pilipino 


"Source: Ad Quest Top 10 Advertisers by Advertising Minutes July 7- August 10, 2007 
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REDE 


the Yes-Yes-Yo! Gang. After 
cellphones, iPod Nanos, 
PSPs, what could possibly 
be next for this gang of Yes! 
hunters? Why, only a 
MacBook, of course! 


No wonder they are on 
mega-Yes! alert once again, 
never backing down on ANY 
opportunity to get their hands 
on this award-winning and 
widely-raved about piece of 
beautiful technology. 


One sari-sari store owner 
excitedly tells this newspaper, 
“Nagulat ako sa dami ng 
taong bumibili ng Coke! I've 
never had this many 
customers since who knows 
when. Lahat parang nag pa- 
panic buying and when | 
asked them why, sabi nila 
gusto nila ng MacBook! 
Grabe! May chance ka pala 
manalo ng MacBook ‘pag 
bumili ка ng Coke, Sprite at 
Royal 8oz or 120z!" 


One bystander recounts his 
experience, “One morning 
while | was waiting for my 
ride to work, І suddenly saw 
a swarm of people rushing 
to get somewhere! Parang 
may susugurin. ‘Yun pala, 
they were waiting for Aling 
Dely's store to open. They all 
wanted to buy bottles of 
Coke. MacBook daw kasi at 
stake this week.” 


What is it exactly about the 


Another week, another target for 


most advanced laptop to 
date. It has a built-in 
camera, built-in AirPort 
Extreme for Wi-Fi, 2GB of 
memory, ang daming cool 
applications, panalo ‘yong 
graphics and it's really fast 
kasi Intel Core 2 Duo 
Processor na, eh. And, of 
course, it’s a Mac!” he 
boasts. “You can do a lot 
of neat stuff when you 
have a MacBook—mag- 
design, mag-DJ using the 
iTunes, any kind of school 
project, your own films— 
just about everything!” he 
continues 


“Kaya kami, we will never 
give up! We don't stop 
trying to get a winning 
crown! We will never pass 
up the chance to drink 
Coke, get the winning Yes! 
message and bag that 
MacBook!”, he says with 
such a resounding 
passion, one would think 
no feat is ever big enough 
for him, as long as 
there is a Coke (and a 
Macbook!) waiting in the 
finish line. 


“Guess what," he 
continues. "When 1 heard 
the news about the 
MacBook last night, | 
came up with a plan na. 
Lahat ng makita kong sari- 
sari store, bibilhan ko ng 
Coke! Eh, sa dami ba 
naman ng sari-sari store 


YOU CAN'T SAYINO TO THESE: 


Al pres e: 


Check y 


‘One Firewire 400 Port 


our 


crowns NOW! 


Is it your chance to say 
Yes! to a MacBook this 
week? If the message 
under your Coke crown 
is "YES, POWER ON!" 
then go ahead, with 
"Coke, Yes, Linggo- 
Linggo," say Yes to a 
MacBook right now! 


But if non-winning 
crowns are all you've 
got at the moment, just 
keep thoses YESes and 
never ever say no! 


grabs. Who knows, one 
of your crowns might 
make you say Yes! next 
week or in the coming 
weeks. 


Still can't get over the 
MacBook this week? 
So, what's stopping 
you? Just buy more 
Coke and look under 
the crown for the Yes! 
message. If it matches 
the winning message 
onthis page and on the 


MacBook that makes the ees barangay шол swan | vo Wak пава CN зр 
Yes! Gang members this Ко na lang kung hindi pa different winning Yes! announcements 
extra-determined? One ofthe dumami ang chances ko message, because on GMA and 


hardcore techie members 
shares his in-depth research: 


“You see, the MacBook is 
different from all the rest 
because it is the best and 


to win! Basta excited na 
‘ko! And | will try my very 
best to find a winning 
crown!" exclaims the 
overwhelmed Yes Gang 
member. * 


every week there is a 
different prize up for 


ABS-CBN, then Yes! 
you're a winner! e 


And Yes! You can also win instantly! Millions of Jollibee 


Meals (1-pc. Chickenjoy Meal, 


Jollibee Spaghetti Meal or 


Regular Yum Meal) to be given away under the crown. 


‘Adapter 


IT’S SO EASY 
TO SAY YES! 
© DIFFERENT 


Week 1 (August 19 - 25, 2007) Week 2 (August 26 - September 1, 2007) Week 3 (September 2 - 8, 2007) 


r—€—À—M———M——— 
For major prize redemption, please call the Coca-Cola hotlines: 813-2653 / 813-COKE (GMA) or 1-800-1-888 2653 /1-800-1-888 COKE (Provincial areas) 
Jollibee meals can be claimed at any Jollibee outlet nationwide. 
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